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PREFACE

o

aged

Aleppo is one of the oldest, still inhabited cities of the
world. Dominated by the large citadel hill, where the
temple of the ancient storm god Hadad was located,
the old city still bears the remains of the Hellenistic
street grid and historic monuments of various pe-
riods. The area of our pilot study “Suwayqgat Ali” is lo-
cated to the north of the vast suq (market area). It is
a mixed quarter that contains public buildings-- reli-
gious and commercial — as well as residential structu-
res, swathes of which were severely affected by the
armed conflict. The criteria for selecting this area for
our pilot study include its functional diversity, historic

importance and the serious damage it has sustained.

The documentation work presented in this publica-
tion, in English and Arabic, was developed betwe-
en August 2019 and February 2020 within the fra-
mework of Stunde-Null: Post-Conflict Recovery of
Urban Cultural Heritage -- Case Study: Old City of
Aleppo. The German Federal Foreign Office financed
the study. All photo licenses are credited to the Mu-
seum flr Islamische Kunst in Berlin, unless otherwise
mentioned. The maps are produced by the authors
on the base of several sources, mainly Brandenburg
Technical University’s Map of the Old City of Aleppo.
The publication follows the transliteration system for
Arabic names used by the museum’s Syrian Herita-
ge Archive Project, which largely conforms to that of
IJMES (International Journal of Middle East Studies).

A number of meetings and workshops w ith the
project team members, partners and network (BTU
Cottbus - Senftenberg — Stuttgart University) took pla-
ce in 2019, to define the study area, the feasibility of
the study, and to discuss the working methodology.
These sessions were as follows:

22-23 August 2019: Berlin — Workshop on selection
criteria and parameters for the study area (pilot
project).

30 October 2019: Berlin — Workshop on first results
of the pilot project and merging synergies.

5-6 December 2019: Bari — Coordination meeting to
wrap-up the work and discuss how to be present the

results.
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INTRODUCTION AND
METODOLOGY

Picture: al-Farafira district (Fansa, 1999)



Suwaygat Ali Documentation Project presents the
results of the survey and analysis work of the main
axis that connects the central commercial zone and
the old city’s northern gate, Bab an-Nasr. The studied
area covers sections of four adjacent neigbourhoods:
Suwaygat Ali, al-Farafira, Dakhil Bab an-Nasr, and
al-Bandara. The area was selected as a post-conflict
documentation pilot project based on several factors:

- The area’s prominent location within the old city’s
urban fabric, leading to the important connecting so-
cio-economic role it plays, and extensive urban deve-
lopment and potential.

- The area’s traditional urban fabric and historic mo-
numents of different historic periods and architectu-
ral types, which reflect the outstanding value of the
Old City of Aleppo.

- The availability of resources and former studies of
the area, which allow for possible comparisons with
the current situation to track the changes.

- The high degree of damage from which the area has
suffered, as it was part of the front line of combat
during the battle of Aleppo (2012-2016).

- The relative accessibility of the area for field visits
and inspection.

The study is based on the available literature, the da-
tabase of the Syrian Heritage Archive Project at the
Museum for Islamic Art, and on-site survey, when
possible. It is structured as follows:

Part I: summarizes, in the format of maps and brief
texts, the morphological features, characteristics and
urban transformations in the area between 1932
(when the first cadastral survey for Aleppo was is-
sued, which constitutes the basis for all urban studies
and guidelines) and 2019.

Changes in routes’ hierarchy and in settlement pat-
terns, and the resulting changes in building eleva-
tions, have been analyzed in parallel to changes in
urban morphology, using data from the 1932 French
cadastral maps, together with recent transformations
due to collateral damage. An existing survey made by
the German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ)
in Aleppo, has been used to describe urban economy,
land use, and ownership in 2001. It was part of the
project for the rehabilitation of the Old City of Alep-
po, to safeguard, preserve and develop a world heri-
tage site.

Part Il: analyses, in a form of inventory sheets, the
historic buildings and public facilities that are located
within the borders of the studied area. The informa-
tion on every building is arranged under three main
sections. The first section gives the general data such
as location, parcel number, area, historic period, use,
and physical condition. The second section provides
a general description of the building that clarifies its
historical and architectural values. In doing so, refe-
rence was made to the local historic accounts, pre-
vious studies, and available drawings and photos. The
last section provides a general damage assessment
of the building based on the recent field photos and
inspections. The analysis of the historic buildings pro-

vided a chance to validate the available information
from the different resources by bridging the missing
points and correcting accidental mistakes. It also offe-
red an opportunity to highlight the non-monumental
historic buildings that have not been documented be-
fore but still constitute an indispensable component
of the historic urban fabric, such as the small masjids
and public fountains.

Part lll: provides a statistical summary of the field
inspection findings (appraising the overall damage
— occupancy — accessibility), defines and assesses
the physical damage to the area under study after
the battle of Aleppo (2012-2016) on the ground and
first-floor level. Inventory sheets provide more infor-
mation on individual buildings in the form of damage
assessments.

The study concludes the need to define general stra-
tegies for developing appropriate guidelines for hi-
storic preservation and rebuilding. It should be noted
that the analyses and findings presented in this pu-
blication document the condition of the area under
study for the period between October 2019 and Fe-
bruary 2020. The conditions on the ground are rapi-
dly changing, and therefore, the information presen-
ted in this document may no longer accurately reflect
the current reality.
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Satellite image of the study area



Limits of Study Area
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Picture: Aleppo aerial photography
assembeld mosaique (David, 1954)
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PART I: THE URBAN ANALYSIS
OF THE AREA
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01 | URBAN
MORPHOLOGY 1932
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Picture: Aleppo aerial photography
assembeld mosaique (David, 1954)
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The studied area is located to the north of the Suq
al-Madina, on the two sides of the road, which is a
branch of the Silk Road, running from Bab an-Nasr
(the northern gate of the Old City) to the Citadel.

The northern part of the road is known as Suq
al-Khabbiyya, the southern part forms Suwayqat Ali.
In 1932, the morphology of the neighborhood was
still characterized by a very compact urban fabric.

The commercial significance of this area was evident
in the physical structure of the urban fabric, by the
sequence of shops along the main road, with indu-
strial buildings to the east of the northern section
and big religious and commercial buildings with wide
courtyards in the middle of the area, where the road
branches off in the Sug Suwayqgat Ali.

On both sides of this sug, the compact urban fabric
was marked by narrow secondary streets, many of
which were also covered by roofs or passages.

In the 1930’s map, palaces and commercial or reli-
gious buildings are clearly discernible from the regu-
lar houses by the size of their plots. Despite their size,
religious and commercial buildings had wide cour-
tyards- gardens in their core.

The presence of ga’as (reception rooms) in the pa-
laces and of central halls in commercial or religious
buildings is made visible on the map by the existence
of domed roofs.
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02 | CHANGES IN URBAN
MORPHOLOGY 1932 - 2001
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Picture: Partly demolished house in al- Bandara
neigbourhood (David, 1970)
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In the 1980s, following urban plans developed from
1950s, the opening of al-Mutanabbi St. and al-Jami®
al-Umawi St. into the consolidated and consistent ur-
ban fabric of al-Farafira profoundly transformed the
morphology of the area, which was physically divided
into the two separate neighborhoods of Suq al-Khab-
biyya and Suwaygat Ali.

As a result, Suwayqat Ali was reduced to the area ex-
tending between al-Jami® al-Umawi St.- which runs
from the Great Mosque to the Citadel, and divides
Suwayqat Ali from the Suqg al-Madina- and al-Muta-
nabbi St.- which extends from the modern western
city to the eastern part, intersecting at al-Mahman-
dar Mosque, the branch of the Silk Road, while Suq
al-Khabbiyya was reduced to the area between
al-Mutanabbi St. and the northern side of the Mam-
luk walls.

The implementation of these plans destroyed the
original integrity of the urban landscape, not just for
the delineation of the neighborhood in two parts,
but also for the extensive new building in its core,
following the need to reconstruct the demolished
plots alongside the new roads. Modern typologies
were thus introduced, and new multi-storey buildings
brought heterogeneity to the urban morphology. At
a smaller scale, the layout of several courtyards was
changed after they were enclosed to make interior
rooms or the original houses subdivided.
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03 | URBAN
MORPHOLOGY 2001

Yooy Ay pand) AL

Picture: al-Farafira district (Fansa, 1999)
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In 2001, Suwayqat Ali Area appeared clearly divided
from Suq al-Khabbiyya by al-Mutanabbi St.

This was due not only to the width of this new road
opened into the traditional urban fabric, but also to
the presence of the multi-storey buildings in reinfor-
ced concrete alongside it.

Due to their typological and structural departure the
traditional urban fabric- not least their greater height
(from 1 or 2 floors to 3 to 6 floors), these new con-
structions acted as a strong physical and visual bar-
rier between the two areas.

Moreover, the opening of the square at al-Mahman-
dar Mosque, which widens al-Mutanabbi St. at the in-
tersection with Suq al-Khabbiyya (al-Mahkama — Bab
an-Nasr St.) and introduces new formal and spatial
features to the historic urban fabric, has further ac-
centuated this process of segregation between the
two areas of the neighborhood.
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04 | URBAN
MORPHOLOGY 2019
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Picture: al-Mutanabbi Street (Dayoub, 2019)
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From 2012 to 2016, the Battle of Aleppo caused col-
lateral damage to the historic urban fabric of the
studied area and induced profound changes to the
urban morphology, especially in the area south of
al-Mutanabbi St.

Most notably, the buildings along the branch of Suq
Suwayqgat Ali (al-Mansuriyya — Jami‘ al-Hayat St.)
were targeted.

Generally speaking, Suqg al-Khabbiyya (al-Mahkameh
— Bab an-Nasr St.) was less damaged than the area of
Suwaygat Ali, where the neighborhood’s urban mor-
phology has been profoundly transformed, with large
swathes of residential and commercial architecture
destroyed. Moreover, with wide areas razed to the
ground, the eastern side of al-Mansuriyya —Jami® al-
Hayat St. was much more heavily damaged than buil-
dings on its western part.

Among the others, Khan Qurt Bek was almost com-
pletely destroyed, and has left a wide void in the ur-
ban fabric as a counterpoint of damage on the other
side of the road.

During the conflict many houses have sustained hea-
vy collateral damage, and almost all were abandoned
and neglected.
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The overlay on the 1932 land registry of the ground
floors of the documented buildings shows the hierar-
chy of routes in the area, and in particular the major
role played by the route from Bab an-Nasr to the Ci-
tadel (al-Mahkama — Bab an-Nasr St., al-Mansuriyya
—Jami* al-Hayat St.). The buildings standing along this
route are typically set perpendicular to its course,
therefore it can be defined as a ‘matrix route’, that
is, a road that is an original part of the urban fabric.
This is consistent with the road’s role in the history of
the Old City, since from its formative stages it was a
branch of the Silk Road.

Suq Suwaygat Ali also has the structure of a matrix
route, while the urban fabric along the stretch of the
road that connects Suqg Suwayqat Ali with al-Mahka-
ma — Bab an-Nasr St., has a mixed layout- combining
characteristics typical of a restructuring route (a road

opened in the existing urban fabric to connect two
polarities) with a matrix route.

Finally, almost all the neighborhood’s commercial bu-
ildings were installed along these two main roads, de-
monstrating the hierarchical role these routes have
had in the history of the neighborhood and of the Old
City. Cul-de-sacs
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06 | ROUTE
HIERARCHY 2001
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Picture: al-Mutanabbi Street (Rese)
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The overlay on the land registry of 2001 of the ground
floors of the documented buildings shows the hie-
rarchy of routes in the area, and in particular that,
after the 1980’s urban transformations, the southern
stretch of the road that leads to Bab an-Nasr (al-Man-
suriyya —Jami* al-Hayat St.) lost its primary role in the
street hierarchy.

This was due to the opening of al-Mutanabbi St., whi-
ch thereby became the neighborhood’s most impor-
tant urban axis, and one of the Old City’s most impor-
tant streets.

Despite this, both the northern section of the road
(al-Mahkama — Bab an-Nasr St.) and Suqg Suwayqat Al
kept their role as key commercial areas.

Due to these morphological transformations at the
scale of the neighborhood, the cul-de-sacs that enli-
vened residential fabrics were considerably reduced
in number relative to the 1930’s layout.
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07 | ROUTE
HIERARCHY 2019
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Picture: Stuyd area (Dayoub, 2019)
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The overlay on the land registry of 2019 of the ground
floors of the documented buildings shows the hierar-
chy of routes in the area, and in particular that-- due
to the extensive damage to the built fabric after the
events of 2012-2016, which have deeply transformed
the urban morphology-- the southern stretch of the
road from the Citadel to Bab an-Nasr (al-Mansuriyya
—Jami® al-Hayat St.) has completely lost its role within
the neighborhood hierarchy.

Moreover, the northern section of the same road
has become quite subordinate in that hierarchy, and
disconnected from the urban framework, while Suq
Suwayqat Ali has kept its importance and role at a
neighborhood level.

On the contrary, despite extensive damage to the bu-
ildings, al-Mutanabbi St. has kept its role as the most
important urban axis of the area.

Finally, due to this heavy damage to the contiguity
of the urban morphology, the number of cu-de-sacs
serving the residential fabric of the western side of
the southern area was further reduced.



L) e dassall Ghall ¥l silshall plall mosdl sela
Saws bl dalaio (3 Shlusdl 40515 2019 plad delual)
Sadl Ob ) 3 I Hlual) (g gl slaadl OF ey ols-
o gl i Lolod 12b 1 (sl galer — &y gaaiell £5L8)
o0 hladl UM Qe el (3 cbia> (I dalgll 1231
Lilyandl &l (3 Uisas Yool AN 19 2016 5 2012 sle
U

@ g3t sldl 013 (0 Jlead) syl ol aas 3 e 89dle
basl> Ly, laemall Glhanll S e Juadily Shlll duslys
(G Sytun e 0y939 dinenl e Je Abgur Bgur

288 dlaomall Gladl 3 8011291 09,3 (pe GuSAl e
Aslaiall (3 Qles Hsme @28 0)95 e (gitall g)la Lasl>

sae (alds 830 (§ dawelgll &l pandl )2 00 Caud Aad |4
ol (3 oSl )] s (1 8390iall bl ol 4359
Augizdl dalaiall e d_)"”

dogidy Shlue . matrix routes

Ohluadl &l (§ Ol . changes in routes hierarchy

20

40

80

31



32

08 | SETTLEMENT
PATTERN 1932
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Picture: David 1979

1979 4l 15y g0l

In 1932 the settlement pattern was still intact and
grounded in the traditional consistency of the urban
morphology.

We do not have detailed information on the physical
conditions of all the historic buildings but in the early
1930s they were still used according to their original
function.
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9 | SETTLEMENT
PATTERN 2001
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Source: City of Aleppo- Arab fund for Economic
and Social Developement, Project for the Rehabi-
litation of Old Aleppo. Rehabilitation of Al-Farafra
Area AA2 “Settlement PAttern 1994”, Sheet n.24

(May 2001)

Picture: al-Farafira district (Fansa, 1999)
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Already in 2001, in many areas of al-Farafira, the sett-
lement pattern was deeply transformed vis-a-vis the
traditional urban morphology.

Generally speaking, the settlement pattern south of
al-Mutanabbi St., which divides the area into two
sections, appeared better preserved than the nor-
thern one.

Moreover, the residential inner clusters were better
preserved than the urban fabric along the main ro-
ads, where historic buildings were either in bad con-
dition, and therefore in danger of demolition, or alre-
ady replaced with new buildings.

In particular, in 1994, along the new roads of al-Jami®
al-Umawi St., on the southern boundary of the area,
and of al-Mutanabbi St., the traditional settlement
pattern already appeared totally destroyed.

Similarly deep urban transformation was noticeable
along the north-western limits of the area, near Bab
an-Nasr, and to the south of Bayt Janbulat, where
the construction of new multi-storey buildings had
already endangered the surrounding houses with de-
struction.

On the other hand, traditional settlement pattern
was mostly still intact in the interstitial areas of the
neighborhood, and in particular around the sugs of
al-Khabbiyya and Suwayqgat Ali.
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10 | SETTLEMENT
PATTERN 2019
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Picture: Around the citadel (Dayoub, 2019)
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The events of 2012-2016 have damaged and endan-
gered most of the al-Farafira area, one of the most
targeted neighborhoods of the Old City of Aleppo. In
2019, the settlement pattern was totally transformed
as compared with the traditional urban morphology.

Generally speaking, Suwayqgat Ali area, with a wide
extension of the built-up area razed to the ground,
has been more deeply affected than Suq al-Khab-
biyya. Moreover in Suwayqgat Ali, the settlement
pattern of the clusters of commercial buildings, and
of the residential areas that were spared from de-
struction, are now in great danger because the bu-
ildings left standing were abandoned and neglected
during the conflict.

Better conditions are noticeable to the north of Al
Mutanabbi St., around Suq al-Khabbiyya, where the
battle has had less impact on the urban fabric. Never-
theless, the poor state of the neighboring areas, to-
gether with similar conditions of abandonment, are
endangering the whole area.
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11 | LAND USE 2001
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Source: City of Aleppo - Arab fund for Economic
and Social Developement, Project for the Rehabi-
litation of Old Aleppo. Rehabilitation of Al-Farafra
Area AA2 “Land Use 1998” Sheet n.11-
“Administration and Oublic Services”, Sheet n.42-
“Schools 1998”, Sheet n.43 (May 2001)

Picture: (Rese)
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In 2001, the land use of the neighborhood was very
rich and mixed in functions, in both Suwaygat Ali and
Suq al-Khabbiyya areas.

The main commercial facilities were set along the
sugs of al-Mahkama — Bab an-Nasr St. and of Suway-
gat Ali.

Commercial buildings set along these sugs were
often connected with warehouses behind them. Fi-
nally, industrial buildings, such as soap factories, and
mixed-used areas, widened this linear system.
Warehouses were also widespread in the area to the
east of Bayt Janbulat.

Very few commercial or religious buildings in the
area, noticeable for the greater size of their lots, ap-
peared unconnected with the commercial system
along the main sugs

Exceptions are made by some community facilities,
such as al-Madrasa al-’"Uthmaniyya, located at the
core of the neighborhood fabric, or other religious
buildings such as Jami” al-Mahmandar and Jami’ Hajj
Musa, set along Al Mutanabbi St. and Al Jami’ al-U-
mawi St., placed besides other mixed-used areas.
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12 | URBAN
ECONOMY 2001
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Source: City of Aleppo- Arab fund for Economic
and Social Developement, Project for the Rehabi-
litation of Old Aleppo. Rehabilitation of Al-Farafra
Area AA2 “Urban Economy 1994”, Sheet n.15 (May

2001)

Picture: Khan Qurt Bek (Weber, 2007)
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In 2001, the connection between urban layout and
urban economy was still very strong, and physically
expressed in the layout of the main sugs of Al-Khab-
biyya and Suwaygat Ali.

Suq al-Khabbiyya comprised soap factories, qaysa-
riyyas (concentrations of small-scale industries and
workshops) shops and bakeries, and was still equip-
ped with public water facilities, which in the past
were used to service the caravans coming from Nor-
thern Syria.

Along Suqg Suwaygat Ali there was also a high con-
centration of important areas of small-scale industry,
storage and commercial buildings.

Smaller neighborhood sugs branched off from these
two main sugs, along which most commercial buil-
dings were set.

This commercial function of the area was noticeable
in the Suwayqgat Ali area, where the entire urban fa-
bric was devoted to commerce, not just the buildings
along the main roads.
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13 | OWNERSHIP 2001
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Source: City of Aleppo - Arab fund for Economic
and Social Developement, Project for the Rehabi-
litation of Old Aleppo. Rehabilitation of Al-Farafra
Area AA2 “Endowement Properties”, Sheet n.22

(May 2001)

Picture: David 1994
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In 2001, most of the houses were privately owned.
Prominent exceptions included Bayt Janbulat, which
was part of a wagf property, and a few houses close
to the main commercial areas.

Religious buildings and some of the most important
commercial buildings, including soap factories and
other facilities, were also owned by the wagf, as were
most of the shops along al-Mahkama — Bab an-Nasr St.

Property along al-Mutanabbi St., al-Jami® al-Umawi
St. and al-Mansuriyya —Jami* al-Hayat St. was most-
ly public, as for example the newly built mixed-used
multi-storey buildings along al-Mutanabbi St. and Al
Jami® al-Umawi St., Khan Qurt Bek, as well as the new
buildings to the south of Bayt Janbulat.
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14 | BUILDING
ELEVATION 2001
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44
Source: City of Aleppo- Arab fund for Economic

and Social Developement, Project for the Rehabi-
litation of Old Aleppo. Rehabilitation of Al-Farafra
Area AA2 “Building Height”, Sheet n.8 (May 2001)

Picture: al-Farafira district (Fansa, 1999)
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In 2001, the height of the historic buildings in areas
with traditional settlement patterns ranged between
1 — 2 levels above the ground, with each floor about
3.5 =4 meters.

The height of the mixed-used buildings along the new
roads of al-Jami‘ al-Umawi St. and of al-Mutanabbi
St., where the traditional settlement pattern had al-
ready been destroyed, ranged between 3-4 and 5-6
levels of 3 meters each.

Similar profound transformation in building heights
was noticeable along the northern limits of the area,
near Bab an-Nasr, and to the south of Bayt Janbulat,
where the construction of new buildings of 3-4 sto-
reys had already profoundly transformed the mor-
phology of the area.
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15 | BUILDING
ELEVATION 2019
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Picture: Kasbo, 2018
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By 2019, wide areas of traditional settlement pattern
east of Suwayqgat Ali were razed to ground.

On the other hand, and despite heavy damage, the
height of the mixed-use buildings along al-Jami‘ al-U-
mawi St. and al-Mutanabbi St., where the traditional
settlement pattern had already been destroyed befo-
re the events, was left between 3-4 and 5-6 levels of
3 meters each.

Similar persistence of the 2011 building heights is evi-
dent along the northern limits of the area, Near Bab
an-Nasr, and to the south of Bayt Janbulat, where the
construction of new buildings of 3- 6 storeys had alre-
ady profoundly transformed the urban morphology,
and where the mix of traditional buildings of 1 — 2
levels and new buildings of 3- 6 levels was preserved.
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16 | HISTORIC
MONUMENTS 1932
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Picture: Khan Qurt Bek (Weber, 2007)
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In 1932, the urban structure of the area was rich in
monuments still integrated within the traditional
consistency of the urban morphology.

Historic buildings of a specific period were not confi-
ned to a specific area. Rather, a mixture of buildings
of different periods could be found throughout the
neighborhood. Some of the oldest monuments of the
area, built before 1516, are located along the road
running from Bab an-Nasr to the Citadel (al-Mahkama
— Bab an-Nasr St. and al-Mansuriyya —Jami* al-Hayat
St.), demonstrating with their presence the very an-
cient origin of that road, a branch of the Silk Road.
Among the others, Bab an-Nasr, Matbakh al-Ajami,
Jami‘ al-Mahmandar, Hammam al-Qadi and Khan
Qurt Bek. The most of the historic buildings around
Suq Suwaygat Ali are dated between 1517 and 1770.
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17 | HISTORIC
MONUMENTS 2001
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Picture: Bayt Janbulat (David)
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Urban transformations from 1980s to 2011 have af-
fected monuments similarly to the the historic urban
landscape as a whole.

One exception can be found in Jami® al-Shabaniyya,
whose northern side was demolished at the time of
the opening of al-Mutanabbi St., and rebuilt as an in-
tegral part of the street’s new building elevations.
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18 | HISTORIC
MONUMENTS 2019
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Picture: Kasbo, 2018
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The events of 2012-2016 have damaged and endan-
gered most of the studied area.

The map of the monuments from 2019 shows the
partial loss of Khan Qurt Bek, one of the most-dama-
ged monuments, not just in the area but in the Old
City of Aleppo as a whole, which has been almost to-
tally destroyed.

Moreover, the bad state of conservation of all the
monuments of Suwayqgat Ali and Suq al-Khabbiyya is
evident from the fact that they were abandoned and
neglected during the conflict.
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19 | RESIDENTIAL
CLUSTERS 1932
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Picture: (David, 1982)
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In 1932, the structure of the residential clusters along
cul-de-sacs was still intact and grounded in the tradi-
tional consistency of the urban morphology.

All along the western side of al-Mahkama — Bab an-
Nasr St., cul-de-sacs, provided by gates at their en-
trances, branched off the main suq to give access to
the residential areas. To the west of these residential
clusters was Bayt Janbulat, one of the biggest monu-
mental courtyard houses of the Old City.

To the south of al-Mansuriyya — Jami‘ al-Hayat St.
and along Suqg Suwayqgat Ali, cul-de-sacs gave access
to the houses. In the Suwaygat Ali neighbourhood,
expansive houses were built on both sides of the al-
ley for upper-class people. Among these, in the midst
of the alley, was the house of al-Amiri, the founder of
the family who first settled in the area.
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20 | RESIDENTIAL
CLUSTERS 2001
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Picture: (Dayoub, 2000)
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Urban changes between 1950s and 2001 didn’t af-
fect the harat structure along the western side of
al-Mahkama — Bab an-Nasr St., where cul-de-sacs
branched off from the main road or from Suq al-Kha-
biyya to access the residential areas. The area south
of Bayt Janbulat, was transformed with the con-
struction of new multi-storey buildings.

Moreover, the opening of al-Mutanabbi St. and al-Ja-
mi‘ al-Umawi St. changed the urban morphology,
with the consequent reduction of the harat nearby.
Generally speaking, the harat structure to the west
of al-Mahkama — Bab an-Nasr St. and along Suwayqat
Ali remained better preserved than the others.
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21 | RESIDENTIAL
CLUSTERS 2019

Yoy q Ausud) cileandl

Picture: (Dayoub, 2019)
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The events of 2012-2016 have damaged most of the
southern area of al-Farafira, one of the most dama-
ged neighborhoods of the Old City of Aleppo, so that,
in 2019, the harat structure to the east of al-Mansu-
riyya —Jami‘ al-Hayat St. was totally destroyed.

On the other hand, despite extensive damage, the
urban structure of the harat along the western side
of al-Mahkama — Bab an-Nasr St., where cul-de-sacs
branched off the main suq to give access to the resi-
dential areas, remained unchanged, as do the harat
in Suwayqat Ali neighborhood
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22 | HOUSING AND
SOCIAL CONDITIONS 2001
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Source: City of Aleppo- Arab fund for Economic
and Social Developement, Project for the Rehabi-
litation of Old Aleppo. Rehabilitation of Al-Farafra
Area AA2 “Housing and Social Conditions”,

Sheet n.25 (May 2001)

Picture: Bayt (David, 1979)
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In 2001, housing and social conditions in Suwaygat
Ali were better than in Suq al-Khabbiyya area.

Though almost all the houses in the south-eastern
clusters near the Citadel were subdivided, they were
in good condition and owned by their tenants. In this
area, residential density was low, except in the mul-
ti-storey buildings facing al-Jami* al-Umawi St.

In the commercial areas of Suwaygat Ali, where re-
sidential density was lower, social conditions ranged
from middling to poor. Here most of the houses, often
subdivided among different tenants, were owned by
the wagf. In the north-eastern side of al-Mansuriyya
— Jami‘ al-Hayat St., houses were owned by the te-
nants, and in average condition, with no evidence of
subdivision.

In Sug al-Khabbiyya, to the north of al-Mahkama —
Bab an-Nasr St., residential density was moderate,
and houses were owned by their tenants. To the nor-
th-west of the area there were a mixture of conditions
while, to the north-east, the condition of buildings va-
ried from average to poor. To the south-eastern side
of the road, buildings were in bad condition while, to
its south-western side, where ownership was divided
between tenants and wagf, building condition ranged
from average to bad.
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23 | HOUSING AND
SOCIAL CONDITIONS 2019
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In 2019, housing and social conditions in Suwaygat
Ali were worse than in Suq al-Khabbiyya area.

After extensive bombardment in the south-eastern
clusters near the Citadel, houses were damaged or
destroyed and subsequently abandoned. Ownership
data for the area is not available.

In the commercial areas of Suwayqgat Ali, as well as
in the north-eastern side of al-Mansuriyya —Jami* al-
Hayat St., the houses were also abandoned and social
conditions were very bad.

In Sug al-Khabbiyya, to the north of al-Mahkama —
Bab an-Nasr St., houses were less damaged. Despite
this, the entire area was abandoned and remains in
bad condition. Like most of the areas of the Old City,
updated ownership data is not available for Suwayqgat
Ali.
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24 | SAMPLE OF
RESIDENTIAL CLUSTER
2000
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REFERENCES gz=!yJl
- Aleppo University. Students work, Aleppo 2000.
- Neglia G. A., Photographic survey, Aleppo 2001.

Picture: Inside a small house in al-Bandara (Neglia, 2000)
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The sample cluster is located in the western side of
Suq al-Khabiyya, constituting a part of al-Bandara nei-
ghborhood. The survey of this cluster took place in
2000 by the students of the Faculty of Architectural
Engineering at Aleppo University. The survey com-
prised twelve privately-owned traditional courtyard
houses of modest size with a plot area ranging from
60 to 250m2. The houses belong to the first type of
courtyard houses that consists of one small courtyard
with rooms. In two cases, the original house has been
divided into two adjacent units due to inheritance.
In such cases, the courtyards were divided by walls
and every unit was provided with an independent en-
trance. The houses have two floors and some have a
basement level. Despite apparent architectural chan-
ges, there is no information about previous modifica-
tions or photos that document the condition before
the events. Moreover, these houses were not acces-
sible for damage assessment.
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PART II: HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL
ASSESSMENT OF THE HISTORIC BUILDINGS
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1.1. Jami’ al-Mihmandar
(Mosque)

Dlaiagall &Ah

Jami’ al-Qadi
Pl polx

REFERENCES G-")“’“”

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Halab. (3 Vols). Alep-
po: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publications, 2: 134-135

- Herzfeld, E. (1954-56). MCIA: Syrie du Nord. Part 2, Monuments
et inscriptions d’Alep. (3 Vols). Cairo: Institut francais d’archeolo-
gie orientale, 1: 361-362.

- Al-Tabbakh, R. (1988). I'lam al-Nubala bi Tarikh Halab al-Shahba.
(7 Vols.). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publications, 5: 22-25

- Talas, M. A. (1956). Al-Athar al-Islamiyya wa al-Tarikhiyya fi Ha-
lab. Damascus: The Ministry of Culture Publications, 102-104.

- Uthman, N. (1992). Al-Handasah al-Insha’iyah fi Masajid Ha-
lab. Aleppo: Aleppo University- Institute for the History of Arabic
Science, 207-208.

- Uthman, N. (2010). Dirasat Nagaish al-Ahd al-Uthmani fi Muha-
fazat Halab: Al-Mabani wa Shawahid al-Qubur. Aleppo: Mudi-
riyyat Awgaf Halab, 237.
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 1150 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 865 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 865 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor
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HISTORIC PERIOD: Mamluk

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Monument

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Partly destroyed
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OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Mosque
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Mosque

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

Al-Hasan ibn Balaban, known as Ibn al-Mihmandar,
built the mosque in the mid-14th century. Several
members of the notable Balaban family held different
positions in Damascus and Aleppo during the 14th
and 15th centuries. Among the numerous properties
supporting the mosque was the vast residence loca-
ted to the west, which was modified and used as the
headquarters of the Islamic Law Court (al-Mahkama
ash-Shar‘iyya) at the beginning of the Ottoman period.
Since then the mosque has acquired its second name,
al-Qadi Mosque. There are three surviving inscriptions
in the mosque. Two of them are undated; the first one
is a decree inscribed on the southern side of the portal,
while the second is poetry inscribed on the minaret’s
base. The base also bears an inscribed sundial. The
third inscription is located on the northern portico,
commemorating its construction in 1905.

1. A general view of the eastern portico (Meinecke, 1978)
(1978 ,iSile) @401 Blo,l ple Jlate .1

2. The main entrance of the prayer hall (Meinecke, 1978)
(1978 ,3Sike) Adial) sy}l J5tall 2

3. A general view of the minaret (Meinecke, 1978)
(1978 ,8uke) Bidsall ple e 3



épw|

8 e Dl e bl )l aaiie § polll (g
able <38 U8y luagall b Gogypmall OLL ol cpeuse)]
aal3l e sde o3 (@ly d8g,aedl ML su=] oUW
e mlll GSa)l DS (g 3y (3 degiie Luolia
Lgdgall Whlaall o bl gelall O e Luslsdly
lgolascily Hll (hasd @3 .dy,e dadlgll 8,uSU1 Il Lging
3 ding dslaial 8781 LI (& des il ASell ,aeS
B dzg5 L ool gale 5 dal polanll ST )
92 J9Y, o)l e Y Lge L) ol 3 AliS s
ol 92 Wy Jsaall gyl bl e 15 pgense
Lads Ll aelall Jomd  &diall 8acls e cosids doyass
Glol dgly e drgy I QLS 18 dass dg5e)

1905 ple & b gy Jlesdl

75



76

ARCHITECTURE

Though the mosque has gone through many modifica-
tions that affected its original features, it is still consi-
dered one of Aleppo’s significant Mamluk monuments,
especially because of its unique minaret that blends
Anatolian and Mongolian influences with the excellent
local stone masonry.

The mosque is accessed from the west. The doorway is
situated within a deep recess surmounted by a polygo-
nal semi-dome and two mugarnas squinches as transi-
tion elements. Some of the semi-dome’s original vous-
soirs with their vegetal carvings have survived. The
doorway is built with traditional poly-chromic masonry
(the ablag system). It is topped by a lintel above which
there is a plain plate that may have been intended to
bear the foundation inscription and a decorative roun-
del.

The distinguished minaret rises on the southern side
of the entrance. It has a square base topped by “Tur-
kish triangles”, which have been used to achieve the
transition to the octagonal shaft. The base, the transi-
tion triangles, and the style of the inscriptions all bear
similarities to the minaret of ar-Rumi Mosque, which
was built in 1367. The shaft of the minaret is divided
horizontally into three sections. The lowest one is octa-
gonal and decorated with relief cinquefoil arches set
within thick frames. The upper two sections are circu-
lar and covered by vertical and zigzag ribs in relief.

The entrance leads to the central rectangular cour-
tyard, which is surrounded by the prayer hall to the
south and porticoes on the other three sides. The
prayer hall has an elongated layout consisting of seven
bays beneath cross vaults-- except for the central bay,
which is domed. The dome is set on a 12-sided drum
pierced with small windows and supported by penden-
tive vaulting. The distinctive elements of the hall are
the minbar, the main mihrab, and the sudda, which are
all built with yellow stone. The sudda is situated above
the main entrance of the prayer hall and interestingly
constitutes a part of the entrance’s internal and exter-

nal facades.

The eastern and northern porticoes are covered by
cross vaults supported by stone pillars. Behind the nor-
thern portico are the ablution space, the hijaziyya, and
a narrow corridor leading to the toilets.

- The DWG file of the plan was provi-
ded by BTU (11.2016). The resource
survey is not mentioned.

- The DWG file of the plan was modi-
fied based on the recent site photos
(10.2019) and photos from different
dates.



SECTION A-A’

4. A general view of the mosque from Al-Sijn Street
(al-Jasser, 2008)
(2008 , ledl) amandl oLl dgz (30 polnl] ple laie 4
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MODIFICATIONS

The mosque has witnessed several interventions.
The earliest recorded work was the rebuilding of the
prayer hall after the 1404 earthquake. The 1822 ear-
thquake caused severe damage that also necessitated
reconstruction works. First, several commercial spaces
were installed on the western side of the mosque and
rented to cover repair costs. The northern hijaziyya
and the northern and eastern porticos were all built
in 1905. The courtyard was repaved with white sto-
ne. Other restorations and repairs were conducted in
1924. The minaret had had a visible inclination toward
the west and so was dismantled, rebuilt and consoli-
dated in 1946, using reinforced concrete. Finally, the
General Directorate of Islamic Endowments conducted
restoration works in the porticoes in the 1980s.




5. The inscription on the northern portico (David, 1990)
(1990 ,4udls) Jlasdl Glg,l e QS 2l .5

6. The mosque’s entrance, decorative details (David, 1990)
(1990 ,4813) &dy55 Juwo a3, polenll J5-to .6

7. The minaret, decorative details (David, 1990)
(1990 ,usdls) dd,3 Juoles ,dall 7

8. The minaret, decorative details (David, 1990)
(1990 ,481s) &by Juolas ,dsdial) .8

9. A general view inside the prayer hall (David, 1990)
(1990 ,4d1s) &)l J1 ple Laie 9

10. The inscribed decree on the southern side of the entrance
(al-Jasser, 2008)

(2008 , olll) i koll 3 gizall G,ball e QUSI i) 10

11. The inscription on the minaret’s base (al-Jasser, 2008)
(2008 , jwlll) &l 52 e GUSII a1
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12. A general view of the western portico (David, 1990)
(1990 ,2813) 3,301 Gy, ple Jlata .12

13. The mosque’s entrance (al-Jasser, 2008)
(2008 ,_rwldl) gl U0 113

14. A general view of the prayer hall (David, 1990)
(1990 ,41s) dukall ole e .14
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PHYSICAL DAMAGES

The damage report and the recent site photos show
that the worst damage occurred to the southwestern
section of the mosque overlooking as-Sijn Street and
Sug al-Khabiya. The minaret, the most valuable archi-
tectural element of the mosque, has been destroyed.
Only parts of its square base have survived. The we-
stern section of the prayer hall has partially collapsed
including the walls, the cross vaults, and the central
dome. The distinguished minbar and sudda were also
partially destroyed.

Other sections of the mosque were more lightly dama-
ged. Some restoration work has been conducted in the
orthern sections and evaluated to be of poor quality.

Csdls SSio ) e D slightly damaged

A goxlo Ay ) i noticeably damaged

808 dm nate ] seriously damaged
Jix S e partly destroyed

Jo S yade totally destroyed

- The damage assessment plan was provided by
the field team (10.2019).

Ground Floor Plan
(Damage Assessment)
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15. The remains of the central dome (October, 2019
(2019 ,J9Y ¢p,43) 3Syall &)l (0 didall 291 15

16. The remains of the minaret (October, 2019)
(2019 ,J9Y! (pad) Bdsall ye dudiall s132Y1 .16

17. The partial destruction of the western side of the prayer hall
(October 2019)
(2019, J5¥1 245) &ebedl (yo 3401 el (301 gV .17
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1.2. Jami’ al-Hajj Musa
(Mosque)

s glad) pala

Jami’ al-Khayr
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al-Shahba. (7 Vols.). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 7: 28-35

- Talas, M. A. (1956). Al-Athar al-Islamiyya wa al-Ta-
rikhiyya fi Halab. Damascus: The Ministry of Culture Pu-
blications, 206.

- Uthman, N. (1992). Al-Handasah al-Insha’iyah fi Ma-
sajid Halab. Aleppo: Aleppo University- Institute for the
History of Arabic Science, 261.

- Uthman, N. (2010). Dirasat Nagaish al-Ahd al-Uthmani
fi Muhafazat Halab: Al-Mabani wa Shawahid al-Qubur.
Aleppo: Mudiriyyat Awqgaf Halab, 37-38.

(Gae > (3 e b (1998) 05,3l Izl -
158, 3391 Gl (g 5l dgaall ol gdio

(Sl BM) L st 3 adll 4g (1992) . 654l -
138-145 :2 , gl olall s Ol g il

Ay slgadl > Fosln DLl edle] (1988) L gLl -
28-35:7 ,L}'),«Jl elall Hls @l gade td> (Olikxe

(3aed > (@ dso)lly &Ml U1 L(1956) T e ol -
.206 ,@U&J\ 5)\)9 Q\)}&J\A

il Gl darlie (§ d8ladY) dwigh) (1992) 0 joleis -
261,057 Lalall Gl dgne (> dasl 1y gide

il dladle (3 Gl dgall (g5 dulys L(2010) L0 ,0lbde -
37-38 ,cl> 3Bl & e 1> gall aal g el

CADASTRAL SHEET
VI, 3-1

GRID COLLOCATION
C5

CADASTRAL AREA
7

PARCEL NUMBER
2047

GAUBE INDEX No.
183

NEIGHBOURHOOD
Suwayqgat Ali

Lyl Ayl 0y
3-1 dmsldl dilaal]
Lol 3l e a8 g0l
Ja

L)laa) dalasal!

Goulul) dalaisl

S)laall 03,1
2047

dgle Cadal 339 (saell 08y
183
TN

e dge



PLOT AREA: Appx. 760 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 460 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 515 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors
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HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Monument

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Partly destroyed
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OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Mosque
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CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

The mosque was built by al-Hajj Musa Agha ibn Hasan
Chalabi al-Amiri in 1762, according to the inscriptions
above the entrance and the minbar. Al-Hajj Musa was
one of the wealthiest merchants of 18th-century Alep-
po. He established a grand endowment in 1763 and
one-quarter of its revenues were assigned to support
the mosque. In addition to the two foundation in-
scriptions, the portico before the prayer hall bears the
tughra of Sultan Abdul Hamid Il commemorating the
expansion of the portico in 1894. Another inscription is
located on the eastern facade of the elevated primary
school (maktab). However, its content has not been re-
corded in the historic resources.

Adjacent to the mosque from the east is the palatial re-
sidence, al-Matbakh al-‘Ajami, whose long history da-
tes back to the 12th century. The residence was used
as a textile workshop in the 18th century, when the
mosque was built, and was one of the revenue-genera-
ting properties endowed by al-Hajj Musa. In his analyti-
cal study of al-Matbakh al-‘Ajami, David suggested that
the mosque occupies the plot that contained the spa-
ces added by Khayir Bek, the last Mamluk governor
of Aleppo, when he used al-Matbakh al-‘Ajami as his
palace in the early 16th century. According to David,
the palace’s garden and pool were modified to serve
as the courtyard and the pool of the mosque, while
the Mamluk iwan was integrated into the prayer hall.
In fact, there had been a passage connecting the cen-
tral hall of al-Matbakh al-‘Ajami and the prayer hall of
the mosque, which was demolished in the 1950s when
Khan al-Wazir Street was opened.



1. The foundation inscription above
the entrance (David, 1970)
(1970 ,4013) Jsaall 9 QS ath .1

2. The southern portico (David, 1988)
(1988 4815) 351l 3la,)) .2
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ARCHITECTURE

Despite its modest size and decorations compared to
the major Ottoman mosques in Aleppo, the mosque of
al-Hajj Musa is a distinctive example of a compromise
between Ottoman design characteristics and the con-
straints of the plot and the pre-existing building. In ad-
dition, it demonstrates an early example of decorative
elements derived from western styles, such as rococo
and baroque, in the local architecture.

The mosque is accessed from the west. The simple
portal opens towards a vestibule with ascending steps
leading to the courtyard. The courtyard originally had
a square pool at its center, a portico before the prayer
hall on the south, five rooms on the east, and an open
platform preceding three rooms on the north. In the
northwest, there is a stairway leading to a primary
school (maktab), and in the northeast is a corridor lea-
ding to the toilets and a water cistern.

The prayer hall has a rectangular layout consisting of
three bays-- a central domed bay and two lateral bays
covered by cross vaults. The central dome is set on a
16-sided drum with small windows. The drum is sup-
ported by four pointed arches and pendentive vaul-
ting as transition elements. Apart from the elongated
layout, the design of the prayer hall conforms to the
Ottoman model. The northern facade has a symmetri-
cal arrangement consisting of a central portal flanked
by two windows and a small mihrab on each side. The
portico is five-bays wide and covered by a flat timber
roof. Its facade consists of five pointed-horseshoe ar-
ches supported by columns with mugarnas capitals.
The Ottoman-style minaret rises at the northwestern
corner of the prayer hall.



- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (10.2016) based
on the survey published by David et al. (1998).

-The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the site photos
(10.2019).

3. A general view of the mosque from Khan al-Wazir Street
(Hajjar, 2011)
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4. A general view of the minaret (David, 1993)
(1993 ,4dls) ddsell ple late 4
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5. The northern hijaziyya (David, 1993)
(1993 ,4,813) dJlasd] djlnll .5

6. A general view of the entrance from the courtyard
(David, 1993)
(1993 ,48ls) U=l ball dgz oo Jo-dal) ple Jlaie 6

7. Decorative details inside the prayer hall (David, 1993)
(1993 ,dls) &dall 3 43,55 Juolas .7

8. The wooden minbar (David, 1993)
(1993 ,4:8ls) (gl sl 8
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MODIFICATIONS

According to historic resources, the earliest interven-
tions took place in 1894 when the prayer hall’s portico
was enlarged. The administrator of the endowment
conducted several modifications in 1923. He removed
the pool of the courtyard, merged the northern rooms
to create a closed ablution space, and built up the nor-
thern platform to provide additional praying space. In
1986, the northern and southern porticos were enclo-
sed by glass walls.

9. The southern portico (Hajjar, 2011)
(2011 slem) gosadl GBlgy)1.9

10. The eastern rooms (David, 1993)
(1993 ,4.3ls) 43,41 3,31 .10

11. The western side of the courtyard and the elevated maktab
(David, 1993)
(1993 ,42313) ($slall Bl (& aSally S Il ebiall 3,41 ol 111

12. Recent restoration works in the western section of the
mosque (October, 2019)
(2019, 9! (3,55) olonl) g3l ol (3 el Jlast 12
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PHYSICAL DAMAGES

The damage report and the recent site photos show
that the mosque has been severely damaged. The
dome of the prayer hall has collapsed, destroying the
wooden minbar. The southwestern and western walls
of the hall are partially destroyed and the minaret has
serious damage and cracks. The western side of the
courtyard has partially collapsed as well, including the
wall of the southern portico, the mosque’s entrance,
the shops along the western facade, and the elevated
maktab. Some restorations have been conducted in
these sections and evaluated to be of poor quality. The
rooms along the courtyard’s eastern side have been
equally damaged. The roofs and the upper sections of
the walls were destroyed.




13. The collapsed dome of the prayer hall (July, 2018)
(2018 ,j5a3) dodgioll aubiall 4,8 .13

14. The partial destruction in the western side of the prayer hall
(July, 2018)
(2018 ,3503) dekall 3l il § (3 ol .14

15. The partial destruction of the entrance and the southern
portico (July, 2018)
(2018 ,5923) gsidl Blydly Jz-aall 33l pugd) 115

16. The damage to the eastern rooms (July, 2018)
(2018, 553) 43401 3,31 3 1,291 .16
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1.3. Masijid Sinklar
(Mosque)

JSSA.:\MM

Masjid ad-Debbene
AL deuno
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 145 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 145 m?2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 145 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor
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HISTORY

This small masjid was founded inside the western
tower of Bab an-Nasr in 1215, a few years after the
completion of the gate, according to the inscription
above its entrance.

ARCHITECTURE

The masjid is accessed from the south. The entrance
is set within a deep niche covered by a pointed vault
and opens toward a narrow corridor. The prayer hall
has a rectangular plan and is covered by a barrel vau-
It. The defensive windows of the towers have been
blocked and used as additional praying spaces. On the
southern wall, there is a simple mihrab. The prayer hall
reflects the sober character of the Ayyubid military ar-
chitecture with its ashlar walls lacking any decoration.

MODIFICATIONS

There is no information about the dates of the pre-
vious interventions.

- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (08. 2019)
based on the survey done by AKTC in the 2000s.

- The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the site
photos (10. 2019).
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1. A general view of the prayer hall (December, 2019)
(2019 9V 096) adial) ale Lhais 1

2. The entrance of the masjid (October, 2019)
(2019, U991 0p2,43) Azl J5e .2

3. The inscription above the entrance (Gonnella, 1999)
(1999 Mhigt) Jsaell (B3 QUSI zad)l 3
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PHYSICAL DAMAGES

As the prayer hall of the masjid has not witnessed any
damage, the following assessment concerns the we-
stern tower of Bab an-Nasr.

The eastern side of the tower is most damaged. The
northeastern and southeastern corners have been
partly destroyed and are under a serious risk of collap-
se. The ashlars have been badly marred by bullet holes
and shrapnel damage.

- The damage assessment plan was provided by
the field team (10.2019).



4. A general view of western tower of
Bab Al Nasr showing the damages
(October, 2019)

I s el oW @3l ple s 4
(2019 ,JsY1 ¢p,43) Aol

5. The destroyed corners and damaged
roof (October, 2019)

el Cailly dodgiall Llgll 5

(2019 ,d9Y) o ,43)

6. The southeastern corner
(October, 2019)
2019 91 ¢y 23) &3 4 dgizad] o)l 6

3Ll sl

Bty ouitl] OB sl Sl agad o dauall 248 OF Ly
SV 92 2l e Gl S il QU ) zAlb
38 2l dogizly 43 )1 Al Llg3ll colgil o o
o Jood LS LB gl Jlas o (9 G5 S
s b&:‘o Oy 459 lgwb uaL@jU ddode \JBT QL@_?[B.H
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1.4. Masjid Ghannam (Mo-
sque)

REFERENCES ¢>,-ljdl

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 156

- Uthman, N. (1992). Al-Handasah al-Insha’iyah fi
Masajid Halab. Aleppo: Aleppo University- Institute
for the History of Arabic Science, 353.

- Uthman, N. (2010). Dirasat Nagaish al-Ahd al-Uth-
mani fi Muhafazat Halab: Al-Mabani wa Shawahid
al-Qubur. Aleppo: Mudiriyyat Awgaf Halab, 232

BW) > mb @ el g (1992) L8 sl -
156 2 ,t.},)*—” Al Ohgide il (Olilze

el s dr b (3 A5LadY) dwigh) L(1992) .0 0lede -
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232,18yl dppie i gl dalgag Gl il

CADASTRAL SHEET
VI, 3-2

GRID COLLOCATION
Cc4

CADASTRAL AREA
7

PARCEL NUMBER
1916

GAUBE INDEX No.
Not indexed

NEIGHBOURHOOD
al-Bandara
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 55m?2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 43 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 43 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor

Loyas 20 55 1)laall d>lue
Loy®3 20 43 150,91 (3ollall d>lus
Loyas 20 43 @LA}}“ bl d>lie

>y @l lghall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Slightly damaged

glede 10,1 5 sl
S sby rdylanally Aoyl dopsll

b iy paie d5bnall Al

OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Masjid
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Masjid

CURRENT USE: Vacant

Feodud 3135 doladl &yl 1 ASULe]
doeae 1ol ALY dads gl
Az awald L3I WY leasiwdl

doatus e J) dlaaind)l
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HISTORY

This small masjid was founded by al-Hajj Abdulgader
ibn Ahmad Ghannam Zade. The name of the masjid is
inscribed above its entrance without a date.

In the same alley towards the south, there was a sabil
founded by al-Hajj Abdulgader. Only the foundation
inscription has survived and has been re-positioned
in @ more recent structure (plot No. 1821 and 1822).
The inscription dates both the masjid and the sabil to
1277/1860.

ARCHITECTURE

The building could not be accessed and there are no
architectural drawings provided. Therefore, only a li-
mited description is possible. The masjid has a small
arched entrance that opens directly upon the cour-
tyard as can be seen from the site plan. Built spaces
surround the courtyard on the south and the east.

MODIFICATIONS

The masjid was renovated in 1988. The wooden roof
of the prayer hall was replaced by a new one of rein-
forced concrete. The site photos show incompatible
interventions and excessive use of cement mortar in
the external facade.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

The building could not be accessed. From outside, it
was assessed as slightly damaged.



1. The foundation inscription of the masjid and the sabil
(November 2019)
(2019, 31 ¢p i) dzandly Juudld &wl Lél;SJl ol 1

2. The current location of the inscription (November 2019)
(2019,3W1 ¢pa3) QUSI jaasd) Jldl 2350012

3. The inscription above the entrance (November 2019)
(2019, W1 cp3) Joaall 358 QUSII il 3

4. External facade (November 2019)
(2019 ,@UJI CpA8) Ayl dg= gl 5

5. External facade (November 2019)
(2019, QW ¢p43) Ll dg=lg)l 4
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Al legz)59 Jodly domual o I aidl ,S5 (1822 9
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8ylesdl
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1.5. Masijid al-Hajjar
(Mosque)

Jaall daa

Masjid Zuqaq al-Qnayat
OLLA B8 dxume

REFERENCES  a>1ys)!

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 120

- Al-Tabbakh, R. (1988). A’'lam al-Nubala bi Tarikh
Halab al-Shahba. (7 Vols.). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam
al-Arabi Publications, 7: 295-299

- Uthman, N. (1992). Al-Handasah al-Insha’iyah fi
Masajid Halab. Aleppo: Aleppo University- Institu-
te for the History of Arabic Science, 261.

anll) o> Z)lb @ caddl 545 (1992) 4,554l -
120:2 :L}‘J"” ‘ql_i” )‘Q ij.‘i&iﬁ ul} _(CJL.\l;;A
,;k_}..@._&..” ul:> .G"“:ULZ'-) ;M.J.J:j‘ f)lf—! (1988) ) ’CLAh.H -
-7 /L}.)*'” ‘Q.Li.” J\b C)‘_)}JAJIA ul> _(Q\Jl},;ﬂ :Lm.';wu)
.295-299

ol dzlas (§ A8Lad) dwaigl! (1992) .0 ,0laie -
/L}.)’*J‘ ‘_?Al:uj\ C“)\JU‘ Jdgzxn -g.,\l> danl> Qbﬂ_&iﬁ :g.,\l>
.261

CADASTRAL SHEET
VI, 1-2

GRID COLLOCATION
D5

CADASTRAL AREA
7

PARCEL NUMBER
3480

GAUBE INDEX No.
Not indexed

NEIGHBOURHOOD
al-Farafira

)l dasy2dl o3
2-1,dnLll dabaial)
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 154 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 100 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 100 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor

Loyas 20 154 1)) d>lue
Loy85 20 100 3929 @lall d>luws
loy85 20 100 :ddlezYl elidl d>lune

>y @l lghall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Slightly damaged

glede 10,1 5 sl
S sby rdylanally Aoyl dopsll

il Sag ) ate 145Lnall DI

OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Masjid
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Masjid

CURRENT USE: Vacant

Feodud 3135 doladl &yl 1 ASULe]
doeae el ALY dads gl
Az awald L3I WY leasiwdl
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HISTORY

The construction date of this masjid is unknown. It
acquired its name from ash-Shaikh Ahmad Shannoun
al-Hajjar, who renovated the structure. Ash-Shaikh Ah-
mad (d. 1861) was a notable scholar (‘alim) who lived
in Aleppo during the 19th century and was famous for
renovating several small masjids and madrasas, espe-
cially after the severe earthquake of 1822. In the ear-
ly 20th century, the mosque was supported by some
revenues endowed by As’aad Pasha al-Jabiri. There is
an un-dated tomb on the eastern side of the masjid’s
courtyard.

ARCHITECTURE

The masjid is accessed from the north through a small
arched entrance. The name of the building is inscribed
above the entrance without any date. The entrance
opens upon a short vestibule leading to the courtyard.
On the southern side of the courtyard, beneath three
cross vaults, a rectangular prayer hall is equipped with
a simple mihrab and two small wall niches. The facade
of the prayer hall is built in a modest manner, using
cut stone blocks. On the northern side, there are two
small rooms flanking the vestibule. These rooms are
built with roughly cut stone and covered by flat woo-
den roofs. They seem to postdate the prayer hall.

- The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the site
photos (10. 2019).



1. The entrance and the inscription (October 2019)
(2019 JsYI ¢p,43) 48gd JUSII jaadly Joaall 1

2. A general external view of the building from northwest
(October 2019)
(2019 JsI1 ¢p3) Loyall &dlesd) dgadl oo clid dole dumyls Bygu0 .2
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MODIFICATIONS

There is no information about previous modifications.
However, the building is generally well maintained and
was provided with a new ablution space.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES

No report was provided

The site photos show only slight damage to the buil-
ding, dating from the conflict.




Ol CoMs-L

Ay bl 3 ALl sl Jg> Sloghan ,og5 Y

B Blae d Caansly bogas Buye Ao
Sundll ) !
SUSS RS RE SN

B s cdd> sl (3 daab hlaol fgall Houo el
Al

3. The facade of the prayer hall (October 2019)
(2019 UVl ¢p,43) aulaall dg=1g .3

4. The northern fagade of the courtyard (October 2019)
(2019 U (45) Sl el Alesdl dg=lgll 4

5. A general view of the prayer hall (October 2019)

6. The mihrab (October 2019)
(2019 JsH! ¢45) hall 6

7. A general view of the courtyard (October 2019)

8. The wooden roof of one northern room (October 2019)
(2019 U ¢3,43) Adlasdl (3,301 SumY (sl Caadl 8

9. The renovated ablution space (October 2019)
(2019 JsV! ¢pa3) Baazall lianell .9
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1.6. Masijid al-Haijj Taqi ad-
Din Pasha (Mosque)

Laly oad) g.h{" G\AJ\ aua

Masjid al-Fatimiyya
dabo Wl dxune

REFERENCES b?b‘“'“

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 154

- Al-Tabbakh, R. (1988). I'lam al-Nubala bi Tarikh
Halab al-Shahba. (7 Vols.). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam
al-Arabi Publications, 7: 413-414
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An) elegl ol Sl o] L(1988) Ll -
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CADASTRAL SHEET
VI, 3-2

GRID COLLOCATION
D4

CADASTRAL AREA
7

PARCEL NUMBER
1845

GAUBE INDEX No.
275

NEIGHBOURHOOD
al-Bandara

aylaa)) Aasy3l o3y
3-2, ALl dabaial)

g lal) 320) e g 90
4>

G)laa)l Al
dasld! dalazall

S)lnll o3y)
1845

Lole aual 389 el )
275

Aol

&)l



PLOT AREA: Appx. 218 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 163 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 255 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors

Loyas 20 218 1)laa]] d>lue
Loy83 20 163 292 @illall d>luws
loys5 26 255 ddlazl eldl d>luwe

ol :glglall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building (excessively renovated)

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Slightly damaged

L";Lai.c :a:«_é?_)w| 5_):{.5.”
(S d ] sz (Sas sy 2y leaadly Ausn) ) dasdl]

il Sag ) ate 145Lnall DI

OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Masjid

USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Masjid + (2 shops
and a residential unit)

CURRENT USE: Masjid + (2 shops and a residential
unit)

Feodud 3135 doladl &yl 1 ASULe]
doeae 1ol ALY dads gl
Bu>99 Ol OMowe) + drua 1 auel) da>DI Y Lasiwd

(A8
(368w BA>99 Oyl M=) + dzuae :k._;l:xll Jleaiwd!
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HISTORY

This old masjid has been restored and supported by
revenues from an endowment founded in 1861 by al-
Hajj Tagi ad-Din Pasha ibn Abdulrahman al-Mudarris
(d. 1892), probably after the original structure was da-
maged in the 1822 earthquake.

ARCHITECTURE

The building is accessed from the north. The entran-
ce opens upon a long vestibule which leads to a small
rectangular courtyard. The prayer hall extends along
the southern side of the courtyard. On the northern
side, there are toilets and ablution spaces. The nor-
thern section also houses two shops that flank the en-
trance and open upon the alley. On the upper floor,
there is a residential unit that may have been for the
masjid’s Imam.

- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (12.2016). The
resource survey is Aleppo University, Faculty of Architecture
(2001).

- The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the recent
site photos (11.2019) and photos from different dates.



1. The northern external fagcade (November, 2019)
(2019, 31 3,453) Adletd) Ayl dgrlsll .1

2. The vestibule leading to the courtyard (November, 2019)
(2019, W1 ¢45) Il sbiall ] 330 k] .2

3. A general view of the prayer hall (November, 2019)
(2019, 3131 ¢23) Akl 3
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MODIFICATIONS

The building was excessively renovated in 2001. As
there are no available photos of the structure before
these renovations it is difficult to evaluate the changes.
The current roofs are of reinforced concrete and all the
cladding materials are quite new. The facades are lavi-
shly decorated.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

The recent site photos show some slight damage to
the northern external facade.

4. The mihrab of the prayer hall (November, 2019)
(2019, 31 (2,45) Al e .3

5. the slight damages in the northern facade (November, 2019)
(2019, 31 (p43) &dlatdl dglgll (§ Anaalall 1291 .4
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1.7. Masjid al-Midmari
(Mosque)

L"SJLAA.AAMM

al-Masjid al-’Umari

118

REFERENCES a1yl
- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 136

&) > &b @ el 48 (1992) .8 gl -
136:2 ,L}.);JI el s O gide il (Olile

CADASTRAL SHEET
VI, 1-1

GRID COLLOCATION
D4

CADASTRAL AREA
7

PARCEL NUMBER
3620

GAUBE INDEX No.
273

NEIGHBOURHOOD
Dakhil Bab an-Nasr
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 106 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 82 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 82 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor

Lo ,85 2¢ 106 ! d>lo
Loy®3 20 82 192,91 (3ollall d>luws
Loya5 20 82 @LA;-}“ bl d>lie

>y @l lghall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Unknown, renovated in 1924

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Slightly damaged

1924 ple § 34z dde a8 1430l 58l
S sby rdylanally Aoyl dopsll

il Sag ) ate 145Lnall DI

OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Masjid
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Masjid

CURRENT USE: Vacant

Feodud 3135 doladl &yl 1 ASULe]
doeae el ALY dads gl
Az awald A3 Y leasiwdl

119



120

HISTORY

This small masjid date of construction is unknown.
Above its entrance, there is an inscription dated to
1342/1924.

ARCHITECTURE

The masjid is accessed from the west through a small
arched entrance. The entrance opens towards a vau-
Ited vestibule leading to a courtyard. The rectangular
prayer hall has a window overlooking the street in
the west and another looking onto the courtyard. The
mihrab is modest, built in yellow limestone and sur-
mounted by a decorative mugarnas strip. On the ea-
stern side of the courtyard, there is a small iwan.

- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (12.2016) based
on the map of Gaube & Wirth (1984).

- The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the site pho-
tos (10.2019).



&) 3y

e §39 dzsy il doaedl 1 sl foyb Coym Y
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1. External fagade (October 2019)
(2019 Y ¢p3) dummylsdl dg=lg)l L1

2. Inscription above the entrance (October 2019)
(2019 U ¢p85) Jsaall God QLS sl .2

3. The entrance vestibule (October 2019)
(2019 s p3) Jsdell o0 .3

4. The mihrab (October 2019)
(2019 JgII ¢pi8) b=l 4
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MODIFICATIONS

There is no record of the previous interventions. Howe-
ver, the site photos show excessive renovations so that
little remains of the structure’s original architectural
features. The original roof of the prayer hall has been
replaced by a new one of reinforced concrete. The
western side of the courtyard has been walled up and
new toilets were added.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

The site photos show the conflict caused only slight
damage to the external fagcade. The most noticeable,
part of the inscription above the entrance has been
lost. Limited restoration works have taken place on the
external facade, as a part of the restoration project of
Sug al-Khabiya.




5. The eastern iwan (October 2019)
(2018 gl ¢pa3) 41 0l .5

6. The western window of the prayer hall (October 2019)
(2019 IVt ¢p i) &deal) doyadl 833L1 6

7. New toilets (October 2019)
(2019 U9 ¢y 8) Basall oluadl iy 7

8. Recent restorations (November 2019)
(2019 G o 43) Al pxadl Jlast .8

9. External fagcade (October 2019)
(2019 JsII ¢p i) Lyl dg=lg)l 9
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1.8. Masjid Sijar (Mosque)

= Jqpaaan

Masjid Ali
e demune

124

REFERENCES &?lfdl

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 149.

- Uthman, N. (1992). Al-Handasah al-Insha’iyah fi
Masajid Halab. Aleppo: Aleppo University- Institute
for the History of Arabic Science, 385.
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 100 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 100 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 100 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor (elevated)

Loya5 20 100 :)laa]] d>luo
Loy85 20 100 3929 @lall d>luws
loy85 20 100 :ddlezYl elidl d>lune

(3lre) d>ly @l 1 @alglall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: 1920s

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Totally destroyed

Sl el Ol 1dus) ) 8541
S sby rdylanally Aoyl dopsll

oS S pants a5l Wl

OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Masjid
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Masjid

CURRENT USE: Not existing
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HISTORY

According to al-Ghazzi, the neighbourhood of Suway-
gat Ali may have acquired its name after a man called
Ali who was buried in the small, elevated masjid. The
masjid, together with the shops below it, was dama-
ged by a fire that erupted in 1921. A few years later,
in 1925, the ensemble was rebuilt by the Directorate
of Islamic Endowments and its manager Mohammed
Yehya al-Kayyali, according to the inscription above the
masjid’s entrance.

ARCHITECTURE

There are no surveys or photos of the building before
its destruction.
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1. A generalll view of the plots of Masjid Sijar and several adja-
cent structures after their destruction (October, 2019)
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1. 9. al-Madrasa
ash-Sha’baniyya (School)
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 1963 m2 HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic

Endowments
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 818 m2 HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Monument ORIGINAL USE: Madrasa
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 818 m2
PHYSICAL CONDITION: Seriously damaged during USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Madrasa
NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor (a partial upper the con-flict — restored after the conflict
floor was added in the 1970s) CURRENT USE: Madrasa
Loy 20 1963 1)laa)l d>lue Qlete sl § el Feodud 3135 doladl &yl 1 ASULe]
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HISTORY

The madrasa was built by Shaba“‘n Agha, the son of Ah-
mad Agha, the tax officer of Aleppo, in 1674 and its
trust deed was registered in 1677. The teaching in the
madrasa ceased for a period (1920-1924) and was re-
sumed after the organization of theological education
in Syria. Until now, it is one of the few theological scho-
ols that are still functioning in Aleppo. The mausoleum
on the western side of the prayer hall contains several
tombs, the oldest of which dates back to the early 18th
century.

1. The portal of the prayer hall (David, 1970)
(1970 ,415) &l &gy .1

2. Decorative details of the portal (David, 1970)
(1970 ,4813) D5l (3 4535 Jwelds .2

3. Decorative details of the portal (David, 1970)
(1970 ,415) &5l (§ &dy2) Juwoles 3

4. One of the prayer hall’s windows (David, 1970)
(1970 ,48ls) i)l délgs i) .4



EJUU‘

gl hame T dasl opl LT Dbt &yl ode Lad]
1677 & (§ giady oy 1674 dw > (3 e
Ol GLIL 3> flasl 093 Lupdall & aad] el
o8 003 (1920-1924) Smad 8Ad Cidys Eum
dunydally b)gu S S pdaill ot dole] il
SV Jbi Y LE"J\ 83 9]l d.A.cf.«J\ w)\M\ O 8d>lg U3
297 95 Bae &)l 0y dgzgall 3l (S92 . 8

s oldl) 030 Sl ] Lgatd

131



132

ARCHITECTURE

The madrasa is accessed from the east through a sim-
ply-designed portal. The doorway is located within a
shallow niche surmounted by a pointed arch and de-
corated by two strips of floral ornament. Above the
doorway, there is an inscription bearing the name of
the madrasa. The entrance leads to a central courtyard
around which the spaces of the madrasa are arranged.
According to the trust deed, the courtyard was paved
with stone. In its middle, there was a square water
pool surrounded by green plots and provided with wa-
ter from the city’s main channel. On the southern side
of the courtyard, there is a rectangular prayer hall. The
central bay of the hall is covered by a dome resting on
four pointed arches and supported by triangular pen-
dentive vaulting while the side bays are covered by
cross vaults. The tripartite design of the prayer hall re-
calls Ayyubid traditions. On the other hand, the hall is
characterized by a richly decorated facade that blends
local Mamluk and Ottoman traditions. The prayer hall
is flanked by a mausoleum on the west and an open
platform on the east. The northern section of the ma-
drasa, which was demolished, contained a domed clas-
sroom, a library, a kitchen, and toilets. The students’
rooms are distributed along the eastern and western
sides of the courtyard, fronted by vaulted porticos.

- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (12.2016) based
on the map of Gaube & Wirth (1984).

- The DWG file of the plan was totally redrawn based on the sur-
vey published by Lamia Al Jasir (2000), her written description
and the site photos (10.2019).

- The original condition of the ground floor was drawn based on
the plan from DGAM archive (cited by Al Jasir, 2000).
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5. The hijaziyya (October 2019)
(2019 Y ¢p ) djlnl .5

6. Entrance (October 2019)
(2019 Yl op85) Jaall .6
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7. A general view of the prayer hall’s facade (October 2019)
(2019 JsI 1 43) dball dgrl) ple Hlain .7

8. The portal of the prayer hall (October 2019)
(2019 JsII ¢43) &kaall &l .8
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MODIFICATIONS

The earliest recorded intervention dates back to 1852
when Taqgi ad-Din Pasha al-Mudarris ordered that a vast
cistern be dug in the southeastern corner of the cour-
tyard’s water pool. The platform, on the eastern side of
the prayer hall, was walled up and transformed into an
additional space for praying in 1945, as inscribed above
its window. In the 1950s, the northern section of the
madrasa was demolished to open as-Sijn Street. In the
mid of the 1980s, a new two-floor structure was built.
The ground floor of the new building consists of a se-
ries of shops fronted by a portico overlooking the stre-
et, while the upper floor consists of classrooms used
by the madrasa’s administration. Despite the wide-sco-
pe of its interventions, the madrasa is still considered
one of Aleppo’s important 17th-century monuments.

9. A general view of the prayer hall (October, 2019)
(2019 JgVI ¢p i) adual) ple Jlaie .9

10. The mihrab (al-Jasser, 2000)
(2000, _~oladl) h=all 110

11. The mihrab of the hijaziyya (October 2019)
(2019 J9I! ¢pi3) djlad! Olyma .11

12. Decorative details of the windows (October 2019)
(2019 JsYI ¢pa3) dblgil) &yl Juoladd) 12

13. A general view of the hijaziyya (October 2019)
(2019 U9 ¢p,43) djlnsnl ple laie 3
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PHYSICAL DAMAGES

The building witnessed serious damage during the
conflict years. The western and eastern sections were
partially destroyed. The internal facades overlooking
the courtyard were affected by shells and bullets.
After the conflict, the building was restored. The de-
stroyed sections were rebuilt following the original
layout. However, new cladding was used excessively. A
new one-floor structure has been built in the middle of
the courtyard.

Csdls SSio ) e D slightly damaged

A goxlo Ay ) i noticeably damaged

8aSdnd ot ] seriously damaged

A3 S o partly destroyed

o Ko yode totally destroyed

- The damage assessment plan was provided by
the field team (10.2019).

Ground Floor Plan
(Damage Assessment)



14. A general view of the madrasa after restoration
(October 2019)
(2019 U9 (253) paa il das Lugydll gl Jlaie .14

15. The new structure in the courtyard (October 2019)
(2019 Y ¢p23) 1 slall Jang (§ il uall 115

16. The eastern portico (al-Jasser 2000)
(2000, bl & 41 G191 16

17. One of the students’ rooms after restoration (October 2019)
(2019 9V (53) ol day Ml 8,2 (S 17

18. The eastern portico after restoration (October 2019)
(2019 g9 ¢p23) ol day 321 Blg)l .18
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1.10. al-Madrasa
al-‘Uthmaniyya (School)

dilain) ds el

al-Madrasa ar-Ridaiyya
aﬁl.pjl duwydod!
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 3670 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 2120 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 2120 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor

Loy 20 3670 1)laa)l AL
boyds 20 2120 1 o2y91 3allall d>luco
Loyas 20 2120 A;JLA;-}“ bl d>lie

>y @l lghall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Monument

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Seriously damaged during
the conflict — restored after the conflict

ot el 84l
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OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Madrasa
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Madrasa

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

The madrasa was built by ‘Uthman Pasha ibn Abdur-
rahman Pasha ad-Duraki between 1728 and 1730. A
local notable and Ottoman official, Uthman Pasha (d.
1747) served as Aleppo’s governor in 1737, among
many other appointments in several provinces. In
1728, he started to build a mosque-madrasa complex,
called ar-Rida, to the south of his vast residence in the
neighborhood of Dakhil Bab an-Nasr. The construction
of the mosque was completed in 1729, as inscribed
above the entrance of the prayer hall, and in the same
year, a supporting endowment was established and re-
gistered. According to the inscriptions on its three en-
trances, the madrasa and the other components of the
complex were completed in the following year, 1730.
Several trust deeds were registered between 1729 and
1739, adding additional properties to support the insti-
tution. When ‘Uthman Pasha became the governor of
Aleppo he started to build a public kitchen (imaretha-
ne) on the eastern side of the complex. The building
was completed the following year, 1738, according to
the inscription above its entrance. There is a small gra-
veyard in the southern garden of the complex, housing
the tombs of several of the founder’s decedents, da-
ting 1729 to 1862.

1. A general view of the courtyard
from the minaret (David, 1976)
Bdgall o A1 lal ple Jlaie 1
(1976 ,4815)

2. The western entrance of the
complex (David, 1970)
(1970 ,4281) (1)l gazmall Jss .2

3. The facade of the prayer hall
(David, 1976)
(1976 4415) &)l dg>15 3

4. A general view from the minaret
showing the prayer hall, the
classroom, the maktab, and the
southern garden of the complex
(David, 1976)

29 ddall yeha Bdsall o ple laie 4
L) Aipusdly JlabYl CaSey Cava)
(1976 ,4815) gazall

5. A general view from the minaret
showing the prayer hall and the
preceding portico (David, 1976)
Bloyll 9 dl) Bl (po ple late 5
(1976 ,94815) \golal

6. The northern portico
(David, 1976)
(1976 ,413) Jlesdl Blg,J)! 6

7. The eastern portico
(David, 1976)
(1976 ,4:15) 31 BlgJI .7

8. A general view from the minaret
showing the public kitchen

(David, 1976)
iiiid\y@bﬂ\&&f[c)ﬁu.S
(1976 ,4813)
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ARCHITECTURE

Al-‘Uthmaniyya complexis an outstanding example that
represents a trial to revive the classical Ottoman style
in the 18th century. It recalls by its size, components,
architectural features, and the quality of construction
the grand complexes of the 16th century. According to
the description in the trust deed, the complex consi-
sts of the mosque, 41 rooms, of which 30 are devoted
for the students, a classroom (dershane), a library, a
primary school (maktab), a sabil, and a garden in addi-
tion to toilets, ablution spaces, and other services. The
adjacent public kitchen comprises a kitchen, a bakery,
a water cistern, storages, and toilets in addition to resi-
dential units for the cook and the doorman.

The complex has three entrances in the north, west,
and east. The northern entrance provided access from
‘Uthman Pasha’s residence and was blocked after it had
been demolished. The entrances lead to the courtyard
which is surrounded by the mosque in the south and
three porticos preceding the madrasa’s rooms along
the other three sides. In the middle of the courtyard,
there is a square water pool flanked by green plots on
the east and west, and a raised platform in the north.
Despite the constraints of the irregular plot, the layout
of the courtyard is characterized by a strict regularity;
the eastern and western entrances are set opposite to
each other, while the northern entrance aligns preci-
sely with the water pool, the entrance of the prayer
hall, and the mihrab. The western and eastern porti-
coes extend further towards the south to give access
to the library and the classroom of the madrasa on the
west and several other rooms on the east. These spa-
ces overlook the back garden which contains the small
graveyard. The primary school and the sabil are loca-
ted at the southeastern corner of the complex and are
accessed externally from the alley.

The prayer hall of the mosque is preceded by a porti-
co of 3 bays. Each bay is covered by a hemispherical
small dome and supported by elegant columns with
mugarnas capitals. On both sides of the prayer hall,

there is an iwan provided with a mihrab and windows
overlooking the garden behind. The western iwan gi-
ves access to the graceful minaret. These iwans have
only one earlier model in Aleppo; that is in al-Bahra-
miyya Mosque. Apart from the iwans, the fagade of the
prayer hall conforms to the classical Ottoman model. It
is designed symmetrically with the portal in the mid-
dle flanked by windows and raised prayer platforms.
The square prayer hall is covered by a hemispherical
dome which is very similar to those of al-Khusrawiyya
and al-‘Adiliyya Mosques; sitting on a drum pierced by
sixteen small windows and supported by engaged pi-
lasters and flying buttresses. Inside, the dome rises on
four pendentives used as transition elements. The hall
is mainly lit via ten lower casement windows located
within deep recesses. In the upper level, there are four
galleries, one on each side, equipped with arched win-
dows.

The facades of the complex don’t bear any decoration;
however, they are remarkable for their well- dressed
ashlars. The rigidity of the facades has been softened
by the wall moldings, the mugarnas capitals and impo-
sts, and the inscriptions.




9. The foundation inscription of the mosque above the
prayer hall’s portal (Knost, 2007)
(2007 ;e ssS) dubat)l J5do 393 Ll i3 9

10. The minaret (Weber, 2006)
(2006 , ) Lzl .10

11. Decorative details in the preceding portico (Knost, 2007)
(2007 ;S daall plel Glo )l 3 &dy35 Juolis .11
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- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (10.2016) based
on the survey published by Sauvaget (1941).

- The DWG file of the plan was modified to fit in the parcel.

- The plan of the endowed properties on plot No. 3775 was drawn
based on the survey published by Sauvaget (1941).
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MODIFICATIONS

Since its construction, the complex has preserved its
original features without major modifications. Local hi-
storians praised the expertise of the construction tech-
nigues and materials used, which helped the complex
to survive the earthquake of 1822. The sole recorded
damage was a hole in the prayer hall’s dome, pierced
by the crescent that fell from the minaret. The General
Directorate of Islamic Endowments conducted some
repair work in the 1990s, which included the restora-
tion of the minaret and some roofs.
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12. The eastern entrance of the complex (December, 2019)
(2019,3WI $58) 3 gazmall Y50 .12

13. The entrance of the public kitchen on the eastern
side of the complex (December, 2019)

gl (o 8,001 g2l (§ 1)l aall sue J5e 113
(2019 ,3WI ug6)

14. The portal of the prayer hall (Knost, 2007)
(2007 ,cusgsS) &bl J=0 .14

15. The mihrab and the minbar (January, 2018)
(2018 , W1 0538) ddall S35 prally olywall .15
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PHYSICAL DAMAGES

The damage report and site photos show that the com-
plex has sustained serious damage in the recent confli-
ct. Some domes, like that of the classroom and one of
the domes covering the portico, have collapsed. Some
other domes had holes or were partially destroyed.
The lead sheets covering the brick domes were looted,
leaving them structurally vulnerable. The iwan to the
west of the prayer hall, the minaret, the classroom,
and the complex’s northern entrance, among other
locations, were partially destroyed. Recent restoration
works were conducted in the worse-damaged areas
and have been deemed to be of acceptable quality.
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16. The partial destruction of the complex’s northern entrance
(January, 2018)
(2018, 31 058) Jled) pazmall Jsed (35201 pagdl) .16

17. The collapsed dome of the classroom (January, 2018)
(2018 , W 38) deugrall Casall 4858 43 .17

18. The damages inside the classroom (January, 2018)
(2018, 31 0g56) Call ddye Sl 21 .18

19. The partial destruction of the minaret’s balcony
(January, 2018)
(2018 , W1 0538) didsall 88,40 3521 gl .19







20. The damages in the preceding portico and the western iwan
(January, 2018)
(2018 , 361 0g38) 3 Oledls &duall plol Blgy)l 3 129120

21. The preceding portico and the western iwan during
restoration (October, 2019)
(2019, 991 ¢3) el dlosl UM (3,401 Ol duaall plal (319,01, 21

22. The classroom during restoration (October, 2019)
(2019, 991 ¢2,45) el Jlasl UM il 8,2 .22

23. The recent condition of the public kitchen (December, 2019)
(2019 ,J9Y1 0g38) fraaoll (auad a1l o gll .23

24. The northern blocked entrance of the complex,
after the recent restoration (December, 2019)
839 ol JlasT dy , momall syl Jlasdl 2l 24
(2019, QW1 u$8)

23
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1.11. al-Madrasa
al-Mansuriyya (School)

%JJ@M\MJ“\

Khan al-Mansuriyya

Ay graiall O

REFERENCES =1yl

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 112

- Al-Jasir, L. (2000). Madaris Halab al-Athariyya,
Tarikhuha wa Amaratuha. Aleppo: Dar al-Radwan
Publications, 680-689.

- Al-Tabbakh, R. (1988). A'lam al-Nubala bi Tarikh
Halab al-Shahba. (7 Vols.). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam
al-Arabi Publications, 3: 354-355 and 7: 138-142

- Talas, M. A. (1956). Al-Athar al-Islamiyya wa al-Ta-
rikhiyya fi Halab. Damascus: The Ministry of Cultu-
re Publications, 217-218.
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CADASTRAL SHEET
VI, 1-2

GRID COLLOCATION
CD5

CADASTRAL AREA
7

PARCEL NUMBER
3507B, 3507C, sections of 3476

GAUBE INDEX No.
Not indexed

NEIGHBOURHOOD
al-Farafira
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 875 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 523 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 947 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors + basement

Loyas 20 875 1)laa]] d>luwe
Loy83 20 523 1 92 @illall d>lus
loys5 20 947 ddlazl cldl d>luwe

9 ol 1 glghll sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Valuable traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Noticeably damaged

Qlete sl § el
e (S5 sby rduylanally Aol dogsll

b gl dayy ) pate 14SL Al A

OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Residence

USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Madrasa-
Commercial shops and offices

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

The building was originally a vast traditional house that
was bought by as-Shaikh Mansur as-Sarmini (d. 1793)
in 1787, and endowed as a mosque and a madrasa in
1789. According to the trust deed, the western section
of the building served as a prayer hall, while the large
iwan and the domed hall on the southern side were
devoted to the madrasa. On the western side of iwan,
a hall was reserved for the library. The rest of the spa-
ces, including several rooms, a kitchen, and two sto-
rage areas, were kept for the students and teachers.
The courtyard of the building gives access to two hou-
ses to the north and the east, which were both parts
of the endowment. When as-Shaikh Mansur died, he
was buried in the northern side of the prayer hall. Two
other tombs of successive teachers were placed in the
courtyard.

During the 19th-century Ottoman reforms, Aleppo’s
first Rushdi elementary school (maktab) was establi-
shed in the upper floor of the madrasa around 1860.
One of this school’s students was Raghib at-Tabbakh
who studied there between 1887 and 1889 and later
became a famed Aleppine historian. The maktab was
transformed into a private school in 1892.



1. Entrance (October 2019)
(2019 sV ¢p43) Jxall .1

2. The foundation inscription of the madrasa (Knost, 2006)
(2006 ,ccws:S) Ayl ugees ‘L;Jt)w(qbgj‘ il 2

3. Internal western facade (al-Jasser 2010)
(2010 ,_wlzdl) doyall ddslall dg=1g)l 3

4. Internal northern facade (al-Jasser 2010)
(2010 ,_ldl) adlesd) a1l dg=lghl 4

5. The northwestern corner of the courtyard (al-Jasser 2010)
(2010 , sladl) J Il cliald 3,301 &dlasdl Ai9l3)1 .5
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ARCHITECTURE

The main entrance of the building is from the west.
The entrance leads to a vast courtyard with a square
water pool. The oldest remaining sections are located
on the southern and eastern sides of the courtyard.
In the south, there is a large iwan giving access to a
domed hall to its south and flanked by two rooms on
the east and west. In the east, there are two rooms
opening towards the courtyard through doors, lower
rectangular windows and small upper windows. The
facade can be dated to the late-17th century or ear-
ly-18th century, based on the style of the openings and
their stone carvings. The other sections of the building
have witnessed wide-ranging interventions.

- The DWG file of the ground floor was provided by BTU (08.2019)
based on a plan cited by Lamia al-Jasir (2000).

- The DWG file of the ground floor was modified based on the site
photos (10.2019) and the written description of Lamia al- Jasir
(2000).

- The first floor was drawn based on Lamia al-Jasir’s cited plan
and written description (2000) and the site photos (10.2019).
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MODIFICATIONS

The oldest interventions may have been necessary
when the madrasa was used as an elementary scho-
ol in the second half of the 19th century. The western
section of the building seems to have been remodeled
into a row of rectangular rooms on two levels. No trace
of the prayer hall or the tomb for as-Shaikh Mansur,
which has remained in this section.

The narrow alley that was located to the south of the
madrasa was blocked and several rooms which are
now accessible from the building were built up. Al-
though the date of these changes is unknown, it may
have taken place after the opening the Khan al-Wazir
Street in the 1950s and the destruction of the old buil-
dings along its two sides.

In the 1990s, the building was thoroughly restored and
reused as a commercial facility consisting of offices,
shops, and storage rooms. The wall between the ma-
drasa and the northern endowed house was dismant-
led and several rooms were added.



6. Internal western fagade (October 2019)
(2019 UsYI ¢ ,3) Ayl sl dg=1s)l 6

7. The openings of the eastern rooms (October 2019)
(2019 Ul (p43) &3l ,all olowis .7

8. External fagade (October 2019)
(2019 UsY! oy 43) duomylidl dgoll .8

9. The remaining tombs in the courtyard (Knost, 2006)
(2006 ,cuunssS) J1l 2Ll § Olsgr gall OLsall .9
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PHYSICAL DAMAGES

No report was provided.

The recent site photos show noticeable damage to
the building. Some parts of the external facade and
the eastern section of the building have been partially
destroyed. The two tombs in the courtyard were van-
dalized.

10. Internal southern facade (October 2019)
(2019 UgY! ¢p ) dpgizd! ddslull dg=19)1 10

11. Internal northern facade (October 2019)
(2019 UsYl ¢p,8) ddlaadl 451001 dg1g)l 111

12. Northern courtyard (October 2019)
(2019 Ul cp5) Lozl =101 <L) 12

13. Internal eastern facade (October 2019)
(2019 U9 p43) &ud i a1l dg=1gl 13

14. The stair between the two courtyards (October 2010)
(2019 U1 (3,43) el cypeliad! (o 2lgll )l 14
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1.12. al-Madrasa
ad-Dliwatiyya (School)

450 g0t} s jaal

Masjid ad-Dliwati
Glgd Wl doeane

REFERENCES &?L“’“

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Halab. (3 Vols).
Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publications, 2: 113

- Al-Jasir, L. (2000). Madaris Halab al-Athariyya, Tarikhuha
wa Amaratuha. Aleppo: Dar al-Radwan Publications, 675-
677.

- Al-Tabbakh, R. (1988). A'lam al-Nubala bi Tarikh Halab al-
Shahba. (7 Vols.). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publica-
tions, 5: 348-349 and 7: 539-542

- Uthman, N. (1992). Al-Handasah al-Insha’iyah fi Masajid
Halab. Aleppo: Aleppo University- Institute for the History
of Arabic Science, 262-263.

- Uthman, N. (2010). Dirasat Nagaish al-Ahd al-Uthmani fi
Muhafazat Halab: Al-Mabani wa Shawahid al-Qubur. Alep-
po: Mudiriyyat Awgaf Halab, 51
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 182 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 136 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 196 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors

Loyas 20 182 1)laal] d>luwe
Loy®3 20 136 292 @lall d>lus
loy85 20 196 ddlezYl clidl d>lune
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HISTORIC PERIOD: Mamluk- Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Partly destroyed
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OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Masjid
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Madrasa

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

The madrasa was originally a small mosque that had
been restored by as-Shaikh Abu Bakir al-Dliwati in the
late 15th century. Abu Bakir was a famous Sufi who li-
ved in Aleppo and died around 1509.

After the earthquake of 1822, the mosque was resto-
red and transformed into a Shafi’i madrasa by As’aad
Pasha al-Jabiri. Six rooms for students and one for the
teacher were built and several properties were en-
dowed to support the madrasa. The madrasa was inau-
gurated in 1905 and the first teacher was as-Shaikh Ah-
mad Maktabi, who died in 1924.

There is a small inscription above the entrance bearing
the name of the madrasa. The date of the inscription
does not correspond to the foundation year but rather
to 1914. The eastern side of the prayer hall houses the
tombs of as-Shaikh al-Dliwati and two of his family de-
cedents while the tomb of as-Shaikh Maktabi rests on
the western side.



1. Entrance (December 2019)
(2019 JsV1 0 gi6) Ul 1

2. The inscription above the entrance (December 2019)
(2019 UVl 98 U=l (398 L:ilf&l\ il 2

3. The window overlooking al-Shaikh Maktabi’s tomb
(February 2020)
(2020 blui) (35 il gns Je dllaoll 84301 .3

4. The northern fagade of the prayer hall (February 2020)
(2020 bles) ddalidlsll ig=s) 4
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ARCHITECTURE

The madrasa is accessed from the east through a small
entrance that opens directly to the courtyard. The
courtyard is bound by a rectangular prayer hall on the
south and the students’ rooms, arranged on two flo-
ors, on the north.

The northern facade of the prayer hall consists of a
central entrance flanked by two rectangular windows
and topped by a small arched window. The entrance is
situated within a slightly projecting frame surmounted
by a strip of stone ornaments. On the western side of
the facade, there is an additional window overlooking
the tomb of as-Shaikh Maktabi. This window is distin-
guished from the others by a simple rose-shaped orna-
ment on its relieving arch. Inside, the prayer hall consi-
sts of a central bay and two elevated platforms on the
sides on which the tombs are situated. The central bay
is topped by a dome resting on a 12-sided drum and
supported by pendentive vaulting. The drum is has 4
small arched windows. The eastern platform overlooks
the street through a rectangular window with a wide
frame of poly-chromic stones (Ablaqg system).

On the north, every student room overlooks the cour-
tyard through an arched entrance, an adjacent arched
window and, above, a small circular window. The lower
openings are surmounted by decorative molded key-
stones. The upper rooms are preceded by an open ter-
race that can be reached by a stone stairway on the
western side of the courtyard. Every room has an ar-
ched entrance and adjacent window.

- The ground floor was drawn
based on Lamia al-Jasir’s draft
survey and written descrip-
tion (1998) and the site photos
(12.2019).



5. The dome of the prayer hall (February 2020)
(2020 bls) duall 43 .5

6. The mihrab (February 2020)
(2020 bls) Ol .6
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MODIFICATIONS

There is no record of the modifications that took place
in the building before the conflict. However, recent site
photos do provide some information. The space under
the northern terrace has been walled up and covered
by stone cladding. The northern windows of the prayer
hall have been enlarged to provide multiple entrances
to the hall. Inside, the walls were clad in marble.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

The site photos show the partial destruction of the
external eastern fagade of the building, the northern
facade of the prayer hall and the northern terrace.
However, all the architecturally and historically va-
luable elements are still intact.




7. The facade of the northern rooms (February 2020)
(2020 bls) ddlesdl (3,2l dgly .7

8. The upper northern terrace (February 2020)
(2020 bls) alesdl dglall 45 001 .8

9. The eastern window of the prayer hall (December 2019)
(2019 J9I 098) ddaal) 4,3 2l 845U 9

w11

10. Damages in external eastern facade (December 2019)
(2019 s 0g58) dd ! &yl dgrlgll § Aol 129110

11. Damages in the northern section (February 2020)
(2020 blus) Jload! gl § Aol 51291 .11
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1.13. Mazar ash-Shaykh
‘Abdullah (Tomb)

Mazar ash-Shaykh Abdullah
allias geidl i3

REFERENCES =1l

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 120

- Uthman, N. (2010). Dirasat Nagaish al-Ahd al-Uth-
mani fi Muhafazat Halab: Al-Mabani wa Shawahid
al-Qubur. Aleppo: Mudiriyyat Awgaf Halab, 21.
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 15 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 15 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 15 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor

Loyas 2015 1)laall d>lue
boy®3 20 15 192591 (3ollall d>luws
loyas 20 15 @LA}}“ bl d>lie

>l @b glghall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Slightly damaged
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OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Tomb
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Tomb

CURRENT USE: Tomb
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HISTORY

This small chamber contains the tomb of ash-Shaikh
Abdullah Ghazi. Above the chamber’s window, there is
an inscription dating back to 1608 (Muharram, 1017
AH.).

ARCHITECTURE

Itis a small rectangular room that is accessed from the
east. On the western wall, the room overlooks the alley
through a small rectangular window surmounted by an
inscription.

MODIFICATIONS

The narrow alley that provided access to the tomb
was built up and annexed to the adjacent al-Madra-
sa al-Mansuriyya. The date of this intervention is unk-
nown, however it may have been after the opening the
Khan al-Wazir Street in the 1950s and the demolition
of many old buildings along its two sides. The tomb is
currently accessible from al-Madrasa al-Mansuriyya.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

The recent site photos show slight damage in the ex-
ternal fagades.

- The draft plan was drawn based on the site photos (10.2019).



1. Inscription (October 2019)
(2019 JII ¢p ) QWS sl 1

2. General view (October 2019)
(2019 U p43) pydkall dsle 8y500 .2

3. Western facade (October 2019)
(2019 JsII ¢ ,43) dall &,sdl dg=1g)l .3
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2. COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS
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2.1. Khan Qurt Bek

ey &8 A

REFERENCES a=lyel!
- David, J.C. et. al. (1998). La Suwayqat ‘Ali A Alep.
Damascus: Presses de I'lfpo, 36-44, 105-116.
- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 95, 150
- Ibn Al-Hanbali, R. (1972-1974). Durr al-Habab fi
Tarikh Ayan Halab. (2 Parts, 4 Vols.) Damascus: The
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 3760 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 2600 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 4600 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors

Loy 20 3760 +)laa)l >l
Loy 20 2600 52,91 3sllall d>luco
Loya5 20 4600 @LA}}“ bl d>lie

ol :glglall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Mamluk- Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Monument

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Partly destroyed
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OWNERSHIP: Mixed public-private ownership
ORIGINAL USE: Khan
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Khan

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

Integrating the remains of previous structures, Khan
Qurt Bek has some historical and architectural pecu-
liarities that distinguish it from other buildings of the
same type. The oldest section of the building is located
in the southwest, where there is a monumental iwan
flanked by rooms on two levels. An undated inscription
still remains on the iron grilles of one of the windows
on the ground floor, dedicated to an unnamed Mamluk
governor. Researchers have attributed this iwan to the
palace of the Mamluk governor Azdumur ibn Mazid
al-Ashrafi. The palace was mentioned in local histori-
cal accounts as one of the prestigious residences of la-
te-15th-century Aleppo. According to the description,
the palace contained a superb hall, a large iwan, a gar-
den, and a water pool. It had also a reception hall, a
tribunal and several rooms. The palace was probably
built during Azdumur’s brief first tenure in Aleppo, in
1479. In the southeast, some sections remain from
a previous khan that was initiated by Azdumur, pro-
bably during his second tenure in Aleppo, between
1484 and 1493. Two blazons, similar to those in Khan
as-Sabun which was built by Azdumur, were installed
on the facade of the portico on the ground floor. It se-
ems that the construction of the Mamluk khan had not
been completed at the time of the Ottoman conquest
in 1516. Later, the remaining parts of both the palace
and the khan were taken up and integrated into a large
Ottoman khan that would have been built by Qurt Bek,
the son of the Ottoman governor Husrev Pasha, and
added to his vast endowment as a revenue-generating
property. Very little is known about the commercial
activities that took place in the khan. Some resources
mention that it was used to accommodate the gover-
nor’s Albanian troops by the early 19th century.




1. One of the remaining Mamluk blazons (David, 1990)
(1990 ,4udls) 4Sskanll 2155 )l (o dxlg 1

2. The southern iwan: the remaining inscription on the window
grill (Meinecke, 1978)
(1978 ,4Shbe) 813N el e QUSI) il 2 g il 021 .2

3. The western upper portico (David, 1970)
(1970 ,4:315) @30l sl Gla 1 .3

4. A general view of the khan’s main entrance (David, 1990)
(1990 ,4315) syl QL) el ple Jlaie 4

5. A general view of the khan from northwest (David, 1990)
(1990 ,..815) L}.),;dl Jlezd! e 0l f\LCJJ'QJw 5

6. The southern iwan (Wirth, 1969)
(1969 ,548) sl Ols 6
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ARCHITECTURE

Unlike the other khans in the city, Khan Qurt Bek is not
accessed directly from the surrounding alleys or sugs
but rather through a small forecourt at its entrance in
the northeast. The forecourt has two small entrances
at its eastern and western sides. The western entrance
is decorated with a wide frame of fine carvings similar
to that of Khan as-Sabun’s entrance. This has led some
researchers to suggest that this entrance could be a
from Azdumur’s palace. The eastern entrance on the
other side is without any decoration. The forecourt is
surrounded on three sides by vaulted porticoes serving
a series of shops. On the south, the portico before the
khan’s entrance has a wide central arch flanked by two
smaller arches, topped by three domes. The entrance
of the khan is typical with its poly-chromic masonry,
double pointed arches, and the vaulted vestibule whi-
ch is flanked by a series of shops and a side staircase
leading to the first floor. Above the entrance, there is a
hall consisting of two domed bays and flanked by two
vaulted rooms. The three spaces are lit by openings to
the north overlooking the forecourt and to the south
overlooking the khan’s courtyard.

Following the classic arrangement, the large courtyard
is surrounded by porticoes on two levels, except on the
southwest corner, where the iwan is located. The iwan
has a richly decorated facade. The flanking windows
are set within recessed bays very similar to the ones
used in Mamluk mosques and mausoleums in Aleppo.
In the southeast, the portico gives access to a small
backcourt flanked to the east and west by two large
halls covered by cross vaults resting on stone pillars.
These halls may have served as stables or warehouses.
Above this section, some rooms and corridors have not
been surveyed.



- The DWG file of the ground floor plan was provided
by BTU (10.2016) based on the survey published by
David et al. (1998). It was matched with the original
survey and the parcel borders and modified accor-
dingly.

- The first floor plan was drawn based on the survey
published by David et al. (1998).
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Al Burtugal Coffeehouse, plan and section (David et Al, 1998)



7. The main entrance: decorative details (Weber, 2007)
(2007 , 48) 48525 me S 1 gt ) Ol J5a 7

8. The southern iwan: decorative details (Weber, 2007)
(2007 ,548) 48,55 Joe &S 1y gizdl 01ga)1 .8

9. The remaining section of the Mamluk khan (Grandin, 2006)
(2006 ,01431,2) Sokoadl OB 3o (tall @)l .9

10. The southern iwan: decorative details (Knost, 2006)
(2006 ,cwssS) dudys Jusolas t@eedl OlaY 10

11. al-Burtugal café: the eastern facade (Weber, 2007)
(2007 , pud) b2l dg=loll 1 a3l 8548 .11
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MODIFICATIONS

The location of the khan outside the central commer-
cial zone helped to preserve much of its original layout
-- unlike the other major khans which witnessed many
changes related to the accommodation of foreign tra-
ders and consulates from the 16th century. The ear-
liest changes can be dated to the mid-19th century,
after the building was damaged during the 1822 ear-
thquake. Along the eastern side, shops were installed
and rented to generate needed restoration funds. Two
new entrances were opened to provide access from
the eastern alley; the first is in the south, giving access
to the warehouses, while the second is in the north,
giving access to the khan’s courtyard. It also seems that
the vaults of the northern and eastern porticos on the
first floor had collapsed and had to be rebuilt as flat
wooden ceilings.

In the late 19th century, the Ballit family built a large
café above the forecourt’s eastern shops. The café has
a rectangular plan, consisting of a central bay flanked
by two arcaded galleries on stone columns. The galle-
ries open towards the eastern alley and the forecourt
through wooden kiosks with numerous windows. The
café, known also as al-Burtugal, is accessed from the
eastern alley through an independent entrance and
served as a wedding hall before the conflict. There is
also a terrace and other rooms adjacent to the café
that may have been part of the family’s incomplete
construction campaign.




12. The southern iwan (Weber, 2007)
(2007 , 48) gl Ol .12

13. A general view of the khan’s eastern side (Weber, 2007)
(2007 , ) olsdl o 3l Lol ple laie 13

14. The entrance in the courtyard’s northeastern corner
(Grandin, 2006)

syl £lal) 3,8, ddlasd] Do)l (§ Codomtal] J5a)l .14
(2006 ,01031,2)

15. The western entrance of the forecourt (Grandin, 2006)
(2006 ,0161,¢) (sladl sbiall 3,301 J5adl .15

16. One of the brick domes in front of the main entrance
(Weber, 2007)
(2007 ,4:3) DI Jsto plol dyn,dl) Ll s> .16

17. The eastern upper portico (Grandin, 2006)
(2006 ,0l515¢) 41 Gl Bla ) 17

18. al-Burtugal café: an interior view (David, 1990)
(1990 ,4udls) dusls 8y gm0 1 L3l 5545 .18
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PHYSICAL DAMAGES

The damage report and recent site photos show that
the building is severely damaged.

The building’s most affected section is the northe-
astern, which has been completely ruined. The de-
stroyed spaces included most of the forecourt, the
main entrance of the khan and the hall above it,
sections of al-Burtugal café, and most of the khan’s
eastern side. Another point of complete destruction
is the western side of the main courtyard, where the
porticoes have collapsed. The other sections of the
khan show partial destruction. These sections are in a
critical structural condition, with wide cracks and ma-
sonry disintegration. The inner cores of the walls and
vaults are open which increases the threat of additio-
nal destruction. The monumental southern iwan has
survived, though in bad condition. The domes of the
flanking rooms partly collapsed and the stone surfaces
and decorations are seriously damaged.

caab S ) yaie D slightly damaged

A goxlo Ay ) i noticeably damaged

8aSdnd et ] seriously damaged
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Ground Floor Plan
(Damage Assessment)




First Floor Plan
(Damage Assessment)
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Cudb S ) nate slightly damaged

A goxdo Ayl ) e noticeably damaged

S aS doydy ) e seriously damaged

J3> Séw pede ) partly destroyed

JoS Siwede 5 totally destroyed

19. The southern iwan and the western side of the khan
(October 2019)
(2019 Jsl ¢,43) Ol (e (g3l Ciladly g gindl 011 19

20. The destroyed forecourt and the remaining section of
al-Burtugqal café (October 2019)
(2019 g9 (p248) JWindl 5943 (yo dwiedl unilly pdgiall LI sliall .20

21.. A general view from the east showing the destruction of
the khan’s main entrance (October 2019)
(2019 s (43) (guly)) Ol Usde o salas B8l (o ple jlake 21

22. The southeastern corner of the khan (October 2019)
(2019 JsIN ,45) Ol (pe &4l Logizdl dislill 22

23. The eastern side of the khan (October 2019)
(2019 Y ¢pa3) Ol e Gl ol 23

24. . The current condition of al-Burtuqgal café (October 2019)
(2019 99 p43) il 8ga) ool )l mo gl .24

25. The current condition of the southern iwan (October 2019)
(2019 Js¥I ¢p85) gyl OlsW ool aassll .25

Elevation
(Damage Assessment)
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2.2. Khan al-Hajj Musa
al-Kabir
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 1530 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 1180 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 2400 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors

Loy 20 1530 4)laa)l &>l
Loy 20 1180 1 o2y91 (3sllall d>luco
Loya5 20 2400 @LA;-}“ bl d>lie

ol :glglall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Valuable traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Seriously damaged

Qlete o)l )
e (a5 sy 1 dylenally duse ) degal!

BAS Aoy ) pate 145Ul Al

OWNERSHIP: mixed public and private ownership
ORIGINAL USE: Khan
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Khan

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

The khan was built in 1748, according to the inscrip-
tion above its entrance. It is the largest among seve-
ral khans endowed by al-Hajj Musa al-Amiri in 1763 to
support his mosque (al-Khayr Mosque).

ARCHITECTURE

The khan has a typical layout: a two-story structure
with its spaces arranged around a central rectangular
courtyard. The entrance is located at the southeastern
corner, flanked by several shops to the south and a sa-
bil to the north. The entrance is distinguished from the
rest of the wall by its finely-cut ashlars. The doorway is
topped by the foundation inscription and a decorative
strip of mugarnas units. A similar strip decorates the
adjacent sabil. The entrance leads to a vestibule upon
which some shops and a small guards’ room open.

The ground floor rooms are distributed along the four
sides of the khan, looking onto the courtyard without
porticoes. The stable is located under the northern
wing and can be accessed from the courtyard. The toi-
lets and other services are located at the corners of the
khan and accessed through small vestibules. The first
floor is accessed by two stairways: one on the northern
side of the entrance vestibule and one in the middle
of the western wing, facing the khan’s entrance. Two
small wooden kiosks are located above the stairs. Por-
ticoes articulate the upper floor behind which the ro-
oms are set. Except for the wooden kiosks, the inner
facades of the khan are plain and without decoration.

-The DWG file of the ground floor plan was provided by BTU (10.2016) based on the survey published by David et al. (1998). It was modified
based on the site photos (10. 2019).

- The first floor plan was drawn based on the survey published by David et al. (1998) and the site photos (10. 2019).
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MODIFICATIONS

A large fire erupted in the khan in 2005, causing severe
damage to its structural and architectural elements. A
few months later, the building was restored by the Ge-
neral Directorate of the Islamic Endowments. In addi-
tion to the consolidation works, the facades were com-
pletely clad in stone, the vaults were left un-plastered
and the wooden kiosks rebuilt in a different design.
These interventions, incompatible with the building’s
original design, have resulted in an excessively renova-
ted appearance.




1. The inscription above the khan’s entrance (Weber, 2006)
(2006, :8) O J3de (358 QUSUI 1

2. One of the first floor porticoes (David, 1990)
(1990 ,44815) JsVI galall (§ dodiioll d89)) a2

3. A general view of the courtyard from southwest (David, 1990)
(1990 ,u815) 3l gl o Sl 2lial dols 85,0 .3

4. . The wooden kiosk above the western stairway (David, 1990)
(1990 ,u3ls) gl ol 39 ‘é\_&,‘]\ S8 4

5. The khan after the fire, from the archive of the General Direc-
torate of Islamic Endowments (November, 2005)

BaeDd ! B89 daladl & ppadl Lyl (o, (352d) dn OLJ1 5

(2005 ,3Wl p43)

6. The khan after the restoration works (Kasmo, 2009)
(2009 , 5015) oaodl Jlasl ks 031 .6
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PHYSICAL DAMAGES

The most damaged part of the khan is in the northe-
ast. Its shops have been completely destroyed, while
the sabil, the wall, and the roof of the khan have been
partly destroyed. A shell has also partially destroyed
the roof in the northwestern corner. The interior of the
building is structurally less affected. There are some
points of noticeable damage where the stones have
fallen. The wooden kiosks and several other archi-
tectural elements have been totally destroyed.

Csdls SSio ) e D slightly damaged

A goxlo Ay ) i noticeably damaged

8aSdnd ot ] seriously damaged

A3 S o partly destroyed

o Ko yode totally destroyed

- The damage assessment plan was provided by
the field team (10.2019).

Ground Floor Plan
(Damage Assessment)




First Floor Plan
(Damage Assessment)
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7. The current condition of the khan: the
entrance (December, 2019)
(2019 ,d9Y! 0558) zdll 1oylsld Jdlgzgll 7

8. The current condition of the khan: the
external northeastern corner (December, 2019)
Gl Jladdl § &l Lol o lsl) Yl soll 8
(2019 ,d9Y! 08)

9. The current condition of the khan: the
internal northeastern corner (December, 2019)
Ol I35 &8 21 ddlosd) Bl ol Sl sl .9
(2019 ,d9Y1 0 58)

10. The current condition of the khan: the sabil
(December, 2019)
(2019, Y1 0956) ! 1010 Jodl o) 10

11. The current condition of the khan: the
western side (December, 2019)

@il Sl ol Sl s gl 11

(2019, U 058)
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2.3. Khan al-Hajj Musa
al-‘Awaqj

REFERENCES &?bxx“

- David, J. C. et Al. (1998). La Suwayqat Ali A Alep.
Damascus: Ifpo Publications, 121

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 139
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7

PARCEL NUMBER
1988

GAUBE INDEX No.
264

NEIGHBOURHOOD
Suwayqat Ali

dla)) dlayy3l @3y
3-2 dnludl dalaiall
Lol 8] e a3l
4z

Goulul) dalaisl

S)laall 03,1
1988

Rl s 395 )
264
TN

e dge



PLOT AREA: Appx. 1145 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 700 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 1400 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors

loyss 20 1145 4)laa)l &>l
Loy 20 700 1929 @lall d>luwe
Loya5 20 1400 @LA}}“ bl d>lie

ol :glglall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Partly destroyed

glede 10,1 5 sl
S sby rdylanally Aoyl dopsll

Jix S e 1d5Lnall Al

OWNERSHIP: mixed public and private ownership
ORIGINAL USE: Khan
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Khan

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

Khan al-A'awaj (the crooked) is one of the revenue-ge-
nerating properties al-Hajj Musa al-Amiri endowed in
1763 to support his mosque (al-Khayr Mosque). The
name of the khan has been derived from its irregular
layout.

ARCHITECTURE

The khan is accessed from the southwestern corner.
The entrance is built using finely-cut ashlars. The do-
orway ends with a low segmental arch and topped by a
decorative strip of mugarnas units. The entrance leads
to a long vaulted vestibule, upon which several shops
and a guards’ room opened. The inner atmosphere of
the khan is very heterogeneous. Lacking porticos on
both levels, rooms of varied sizes can be accessed di-
rectly from the courtyard on the ground floor and from
inner corridors on the upper floor. Only the northea-
stern section of the khan shows some typical regularity
with its ground-floor rooms opening directly towards
the courtyard and upper rooms set behind porticoes.
According to the description in the trust deed, the khan
contained shops, rooms, toilets, a well and a stable. In
addition, there is a gaysariyya consisting of 16 rooms,
a kitchen and a stable topped by an open summer ter-
race.

- The ground floor plan was drawn based on the map of Gaube &
Wirth (1984) and the site photos (12.2019).
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1. The northeastern section of the khan (David, 1990)
(1990 ,4:815) 0Ll (3o (321 Jlatd) gl 1

2. A general view of the khan from the northeastern corner
(David, 1990)
(1990 ,4l3) &l adlasdl dgad! pa Ol ple late 2

3. The columns of the upper porticos (David, 1990)
(1990 ,4815) Lskall d89)Y1 (3 801 3

4. A general view of the khan from the southwestern corner
(David, 1990)
(1990 ,4udls) & yall dpgizdl dgl (10 O ple laie 4
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MODIFICATIONS

The building must have witnessed several modifica-
tions. However, there is no information on them.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

The building has been severely damaged. The recent
site photos show that the southern section is most af-
fected, with several rooms and corridors on the upper
floor destroyed. The other sections also show partial
destruction in the upper sections of the walls.

5. The entrance vestibule (October, 2019)
(2019 ,JsI1 op3) J5dell joe 5

6. The current condition of the building: from southwest
(December, 2019)
(2019 ,ds¥ 0938) (4l gl o 1elil) ) i)l .6

7. The entrance of the khan (October, 2019)
(2019 ,JsI1 op8) ol J30w 7

8. The current condition of the building: the southern wing
(December, 2019)
(2019,Js31 098) giad! bzl 2olil) Jdl sl .8

9. The current condition of the building: the northeastern
section (December, 2019)
(2019, 591 0558) 3! Jloutdl o] zelil) Jll w5l .9

10. The current condition of the building: the western wing
(December, 2019)
(2019,J931 0538 (4,31 Zladl 2Ll Jl a9l .10
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2. 4. Khan at-Tutun

Sl G|

REFERENCES =1yl

- David, J. C. et Al. (1998). La Suwaygat Ali A Alep.
Damascus: Ifpo Publications, 118-120

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 139
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 605 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 480 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 960 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors

Lo ,85 2¢ 605 ! d>lo
Loy85 20 480 192 @illall d>luws
loy85 20 960 :dlazYl clidl d>lune
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HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Totally destroyed

glede 10,1 5 sl
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OWNERSHIP: Public and private mixed ownership
ORIGINAL USE: Khan
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Khan

CURRENT USE: Not existing

Eolg dole dalizes 480e :ASIL!
RIEER VN AW AN
O i anel) dasI oY lesiwl

209



210

HISTORY

Khan at-Tutun (The Tobacco Khan) is one of the reve-
nue-generating properties endowed by al-Hajj Musa
al-Amiri in 1763 to support his mosque. The name of
the khan may refer to its function, since there were
several shops in Suwayqgat Ali selling tobacco and pi-
pes. In the 1950s, a section of the northern wing of the
khan was demolished to open as-Sijn Street.

ARCHITECTURE

The khan is a two-storey structure with its spaces ar-
ranged around a central courtyard. The entrance is lo-
cated at the southwestern corner. It leads to a vestibu-
le, upon which two shops and a guards’ room open. A
vaulted portico extends along the courtyard’s western
side. On the other three sides, the rooms open directly
upon the courtyard. The absence of porticoes necessi-
tated the creation of small vestibules to provide access
to the rooms at the corners of the building. The stable
and toilets may have been located behind the rooms
on the northern side.

The first floor is accessed by a stairway located on the
eastern side of the entrance vestibule. Galleries articu-
late the upper floor behind which the rooms are set.
The eastern and western galleries continue towards
the demolished northern section where a qaysariyya
may have occupied the space above the stable.

MODIFICATIONS

The building must have witnessed several modifica-
tions. However, there is no information on these inter-
ventions.



- The DWG file of the ground floor plan was provided by BTU
(10.2016) based on the survey published by David et al. (1998). It
was matched with the original survey and the parcel borders and
modified accordingly.

- The first floor plan was drawn based on the survey published by
David et al. (1998).
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2.5. Qaysariyya
al-Milqiyya (Workshops)

Aatal) 4y jlouid

Qaysariyya al-’Ujaymi

ol ol
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REFERENCES a1yl

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 136
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 2070 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 1390 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 2590 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors

Loy 20 2070 4)laa)l &>l
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HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Noticeably damaged
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OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Qaysariyya + Masjid
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Qaysariyya + Masjid

CURRENT USE: Qaysariyya + Masjid
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HISTORY

The exact construction date of the gaysariyya and the
masjid in its courtyard is unknown. However, it must
predate 1763 because the trust deeds of the endow-
ment of al-Hajj Musa al-Amiri mention it as being near
some of his properties. The trust deed identified the
gaysariyya and the attached coffeehouse as those
of the Vizier Ahmad Pasha, which are also known as
“al-“Ujaymi”. In the early 20th century, al-Ghazzi stated
that both buildings were properties of an endowment
known as Khalisa Uthman Afandi.

ARCHITECTURE

The layout of the gaysariyya is similar to that of the
khans. It is a two-storey structure with all the spaces
arranged around a central courtyard. The plan has an
irregular shape due to the constraints of the dense
urban fabric surrounding it. The entrance is located in
the west. It opens towards a small vaulted vestibule
which leads to the courtyard. The ground floor rooms
open directly onto the courtyard through doors and
windows. The spaces on the southern side are deep,
consisting of two vaulted bays. They may have been
reserved for storage or workshops. Although no traces
remain, porticos may have had extended in front of the
rooms on the upper floor. A small masjid is located in
the courtyard, but is not axial with the entrance. It has
a square prayer hall covered by a hemispherical dome
with pendentive vaults providing transitional elemen-
ts. The hall is equipped with a simple mihrab built of
yellow stone and several windows that were blocked
by later adjacent structures.

- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (11.2016) based on the map of Gaube & Wirth (1984).

- The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the site photos (11.2019).



1. A general view of the prayer hall (February, 2020)
(2020 ,blut) dzanad) dlked) ple e 1

2. The remaining original openings (November, 2019)
(2019, QW o 43) dxdaiedl Aol olosadl (yo any .2

3. The entrance of the gaysariyya (November, 2019)
(2019, 3W! ¢2,45) dpldl e .3
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MODIFICATIONS

There is no recorded information on the previous in-
terventions in the building. However, it has been dra-
stically modified by the shopkeepers and lost many of
its original features.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

The recent site photos show that most of the damage
has resulted not from the conflict but from the seve-
rely incompatible interventions and the want of main-
tenance.
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4. The large spaces in the southern side (November, 2019)
(2019, 311 p45) dngionll dgall (3 B35 5all 38Ul el 4

5. The rooms in the upper floor (November, 2019)
(2019, 31 ¢,43) (Sslad) allall (3 3,31 .5

6. A sample of the incompatible interventions (November, 2019)
(2019, 31 (,43) seadl 3 ddgauall OIS Jio .6

7. A general view of the masjid in the courtyard
(November, 2019)
(2019, 311 p,43) Sl sbdll (3 donaall ple lase 7
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2.6. Masbanat az-Zanabili
(Soap Factory)

g.‘...\,\u‘}l\ a.'a,ua.n

REFERENCES a1yl

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 136

- Grandin, T. (1984). La Savonnerie Traditionnelle A
Alep, in Bulletin d’etudes Orientales. Institut Fran-
cais du Proche-Orient, 36: 143-160.

- Uthman, N. (2010). Dirasat Nagaish al-Ahd al-Uth-
mani fi Muhafazat Halab: Al-Mabani wa Shawahid
al-Qubur. Aleppo: Mudiriyyat Awgaf Halab, 229-
230.
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 1215 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 1000 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 2000 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors

Loy 20 1215 4)laa)l d> L
Loy 20 1000 o2y 3sllall d>luco
Loya5 20 2000 @LA}}“ bl d>lie

ol :glglall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Slightly Damaged
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OWNERSHIP: Private
ORIGINAL USE: Soap factory
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Soap factory

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

Masbanat az-Zanabili is one of six traditional soap
factories that are located in the Old City and were
still functioning until very recently. There are two in-
scriptions dating the building to 1824. The first one is
located above the entrance and the second is on the
western facade, overlooking the courtyard. According
to al-Ghazzi, the masbana was a revenue-generating
property endowed to support the neighbouring al-Ma-
drasa al-‘Uthmaniyya (built in 1730).

1. A general view of the masbana (David, 1976)
1976 ,4:813) duanld ple Laie .1



First Floor Plan (Grandin, 1984)

Ground Floor Plan (Grandin, 1984)
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ARCHITECTURE

The design of the masbana conforms to the functional
requirements of this type of building. The entrance is
located at the southeastern corner and leads directly
to the courtyard. Close to the entrance are small sto-
rage rooms and a stairway leading to the office, which
is located on the upper floor overlooking the cour-
tyard. The main spaces of the masbana are arranged
in a U-shape around the courtyard. The ground floor
consists of two large storage halls extending along the
courtyard’s northern and southern sides and a fabrica-
tion hall on the western side. The upper floor is used
for soap drying and extends above the whole area of
the ground floor.

The fabrication and storage halls on the ground floor
are beneath cross vaults supported by stone pillars.
The fabrication hall consists of three bays. The central
one contains the entrance which is located between
two stone buttresses. Above the entrance, there is a
small round window and some simple carved stone de-
corations. The lateral bays contain the soap-preparing
tanks and open towards the courtyard through large
arched openings. The storage halls have simple arched
entrances and a row of small windows.

The drying space above the fabrication hall is topped
by four domes and a barrel vault that extends along
the central bay. The spaces above the storage halls are
covered by flat wooden roofs supported by pointed ar-
ches. Above some bays in the northern hall are gabled
roofs. As the drying spaces need maximum ventilation,
they have large pointed openings closed with wooden
screens.

- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (11.2016) based on the map of Gaube & Wirth (1984).

- The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the cadastral sheet and the site photos (11.2019).



2. The foundation inscription above the entrance (al-Jasser,
2009)
(2009, relanll) Jaedl §gd QUSII il 2

3. The entrance and the office at the southeast corner
(November, 2019)
(2019, 3W1 ¢2,45) &3 a1 pgionl) Doslsll § CaSall 3,85 Jstal .3

4. The entrance of the fabrication hall (November, 2019)
(2019, 311 p,43) auisatl] dels Jsue 4
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MODIFICATIONS

There is no information about the previous modifica-
tions in the building.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

Recent site photos show that the damage has mostly
resulted from incompatible interventions and a lack
of maintenance rather than the conflict. Among the-
se interventions are the incompatible structures in the
courtyard, the columns and the beams of reinforced
concrete in the upper floor, and the poor repairs.




5. Decorative details above the entrance of the fabrication hall
(November, 2019)
(2019 3 3323) gebeatl A8 ke ol 48,35 el 5

6. A general view of the courtyard’s northern facade (al-Jasser,
2009)
(2009, wlsnll) cbiall &bosdl dgloll ple laia 6

7. The incompatible structures in the courtyard
(November, 2019)
(2019, QW1 p3) Js Il 2Ll (3 dpgaall LAY 7

8. The storage halls in the ground floor (November, 2019)
(2019, 31 ¢,43) 52591 Bl & ol olels 8

9. The reinforced concrete elements in the upper floor
(November, 2019)

(2019 31 033) sokall Gl (§ gebonsl] Ogiadlpolis 9

10. The draying space in the upper floor (November, 2019)
(2019 ,3Wl ¢p43) ol Bl (3 il woleld 10
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3. PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES
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3.1. Bab an-Nasr
(City Gate)

raill b

REFERENCES  z=!yell
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ro: Institut francais d’archeologie orientale, 1: 29-
39, 2: PL.V, VL.

- Tabbaa, Y. (1997). Constructions of Power and
Piety in Medieval Aleppo. The Pennsylvania State
University Press, 20-21.

- Sauvaget, J. (1941). Alep: Essai sur le developpe-
ment d’une grande ville syrienne des origines au
milieu du XIXe siecle. (2 Vols). Paris: Librairie Orien-
taliste Paul Geuthner, 2: PI. LV.

- Uthman, N. (2010). Dirasat Nagaish al-Ahd al-Uth-
mani fi Muhafazat Halab: Al-Mabani wa Shawahid
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 286 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 286 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 286 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor

Loyas 20 286 1)laa]l d>luwe
Loy85 20 286 392V @illall d>luws
loye5 20 286 ddlazl clidl d>luwe

>y @l lghall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Ayyubid

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Monument

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Seriously damaged
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OWNERSHIP: Public and private mixed ownerships
ORIGINAL USE: City gate

USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Encroached with
shops

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

Bab an-Nasr (Victory Gate) was originally called Bab al-
Yahud because of its location next to the Jewish quar-
ter and cemetery. During az-Zahir Ghazi’s extensive
campaign to enhance the city’s fortifications, the gate
was rebuilt and renamed in 1212, according to the
inscription above its entrance. The pre-Ayyubid gate
seems to have had a simple form, allowing direct ac-
cess to the city. The Ayyubid design was more complex
and defensive, however, with two projecting towers
connected by a vaulted corridor and three doorways.
Within a few years of the gate’s completion, a small
masjid (Masjid Sineklar) was established inside the we-
stern tower, while the connecting corridor hosted the
shrine to the gate’s protecting saint. In 1853, a police
station was built, partially integrated into the western
tower. In the 1890s, after the northern moat had been
filled and transformed into a major thoroughfare cal-
led al-Khandaq Street, a large section of the corridor
between the two towers was demolished to give easy
access to traffic. The eastern tower contains two in-
scribed spolia blocks. The first block bears a funerary
text inscribed in Greek, while the other bears a decree
dated to 1560.

2ahirGhazi 6 ¥

détruit et restitue’

AR
addclions medernes
»

e f il 207

Restitution Plan (Herzfeld, 1954)

Restitution Plan (Sauvaget, 1941)



1. A general view of the eastern tower and the external
entrance of the gate (David, 1990)
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ARCHITECTURE

The Ayyubid gate comprises two projecting towers
which have several defensive windows. The external
doorway of the gate is located on the western side
of the eastern tower. The doorway is preceded by a
pointed arch and surmounted by an inscribed lintel
and relieving arch. On the southern side of the tower,
a second doorway gives access to the vaulted corridor
that connected the gate’s two towers. This corridor has
several niches and may have had some defensive win-
dows on its northern side. Originally, the corridor led
to the third doorway that opened upon the intramural
city.

- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (08. 2019) based
on the survey done by AKTC in the 2000s.

- The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the available
photos.
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2. The inscription above the entrance (Gonnella, 1999)
(1999 Wesisk) Jsaoll 53 QU s 2

3. The spolia block with the inscribed decree (November, 2019)
(2019 ,QUJI (R AS) e gdiall ‘Qj,ij.Hg..) Joriwall ==l 3

4. The shrine inside the corridor (December, 2019)
(2019, JsY1 038) yaall (§ 39250ll g pall 4

5. Inside the eastern tower (December, 2019)
(2019, Js 038 &l ! J51s .5
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MODIFICATIONS

Since the opening of al-Khandagq Street, buildings have
been constructed attached to the gate’s northern side
overlooking the street and small shops have encroa-
ched into the eastern tower and what remains of the
connecting corridor. Over the years, it became difficult
to conceive the gate as an architectural complex due
to incompatible additions and poor maintenance. After
the damage incurred during the conflict years, a local
NGO took the initiative to restore the inner space of
the eastern tower and implemented minor interven-
tions in 2017.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

Al-Khandaq Street and the surrounding historic buildin-
gs have been severely damaged due to heavy fighting
in the area. Most of the shops and buildings to the nor-
th of Bab an-Nasr have collapsed. While the eastern
tower has sustained moderate damage confined to the
external facades, the western tower has been structu-
rally affected by random shells that partially destroyed
its corners. Despite recent restoration work inside the
eastern tower, the gate’s overall condition is poor.




6. The spolia block with the Greek inscription (November, 2019)
(2019, W1 p,43) &1 S 93 Jontall y2x)l 6

7. Inside the remaining section of the corridor (December, 2019)

(2019 ,sY 0538) sandl (3o iall syl J15 .7

- .
9 \ /
& \k _{f’f e

[t

8. The doorway between the corridor and the eastern
tower (December, 2019)
(2019,Js31 0958) Gl zally saedl o gl LI .8

9. A general view of eastern tower and the remaining
section of the corridor (November, 2019)
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3.2. Hammam al-Qadi
(Public Bath)

g.a.'am\ eLAA

Hammam al-Bijasi or al-Najashi
Sl of (gulomad! plo>
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 710 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 200 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 200 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor

Loyas 20 710 1)laa]] d>lue
Loy85 2p 200 3929 @lall d>luws
loy85 20 200 :ddlezYl eldl d>luwe
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HISTORIC PERIOD: Ayyubid — Mamluk

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Monument

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Seriously damaged
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OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Public bath
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Vacant

CURRENT USE: Vacant

Feodud 3135 doladl &yl 1 ASULe]
ple plom 1anal) ddoYl dads 4l
Joxiune pe 1 aul) AU Y lasiadl

dontne pe 1) Jlesisdl

237



238

HISTORY

The exact construction date of the hammam is unk-
nown. Local historical resources identified it as the
hammam of “Muhyiddin Ibn al-‘Adim” during the Ayyu-
bid period, hammam “al-Bijasi” or “al-Najashi” during
the Mamluk period, and finally hammam “al-Qadi” du-
ring the Ottoman period. The last name may have ori-
ginated from the hammam’s proximity to al-Mahkama
ash-Shar‘iyya. The hammam was renovated, probably
completely rebuilt, in the last years of Mamluk rule.
There is an inscription above its entrance referring to
these works, carried out by the Amir al-Ashraf al-Jamali
ibn Rabi® al-Ashrafi in 1508, during the reign of Sultan
Qansuh al-Ghouri.
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1. The entrance of the hammam
A. Meincke, 1978 B. David, 1990 C. November, 2019
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2. The furnace section (David, 1990)
(1990 ,u.815) plosdl uedl .2

3. The furnace section (David, 1990)
(1990 ,4:815) ploxdl @uedl .3
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ARCHITECTURE

The hammam is accessed from the northeastern cor-
ner through a small entrance. The entrance is built in
polychrome masonry, the Ablag system typical of the
Mamluk style. The doorway is surmounted by the in-
scribed lintel and a course of joggled stones. Above it,
there is a relieving semi-circular arch covered by thick
moldings and seems to be a later addition. Inside, the
hammam comprises the three main sections of a tradi-
tional public bath: the barrani (frigidarium), the wasta-
ni (tepidarium), and the juwwani (caldarium). Each of
these three parts has a central domed area flanked by
iwans and bathing alcoves. On the western side of the
hammam are the remains of the furnace and storage
areas, which have not been surveyed. This section is
accessed from a small entrance on the northwestern
corner of the plot.

- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (10.2016) based
on the survey published by David et. al. (1998).

- The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the site photos
(11.2019).
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4. The collapsed dome of the
Juwwani section (David, 1990)
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MODIFICATIONS

There is no information about the previous interven-
tions. From the plan, it can be seen that spaces for
shops along the eastern side were taken later, at the
expense of the hammam. The hammam retained its
function until the late 1970s, when it was closed and
neglected.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

The available photos show that the building was alre-
ady neglected and in bad condition in the 1990s. The
recent events have caused additional damage to both
structural and architectural elements.



5. The current condition of the building: the Barrani section
(November, 2019)
(2019, 311 (23) QLA @) 1slil) ya ]l b g1 .5

6. The current condition of the building: the Juwwani section
(November, 2019)
(2019, 361 (pa5) Bload) el 1ol (yal )l aus5ll .6

7. The current condition of the building: the northern facade
(November, 2019)
(2019, 3 ¢p2,5) Alasdl dgs)l solild yal))l gll 7

8. The current condition of the building: the eastern facade
(November, 2019)
(2019, ¢p45) &3 01 dg=lgh) slil) bl gl 8
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3.3. Makhfar Bab an-Nasr
(Police Station)

il ol 85

REFERENCES =1yl

- Uthman, N. (2010). Dirasat Naga’ish al-Ahd
al-Uthmani fi Muhafazat Halab: Al-Mabani wa
Shawahid al-Qubur. Aleppo: Mudiriyyat Awgaf Ha-
lab, 231.
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 290 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 180 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 180 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor

Lg;ﬁi 2;’ 290 Z_)LE.:.N d>luw
Loy 20 180 1 929! @lall d>luws
Ly 2¢ 180 :ddlezl bl d>lue

>y @l lghall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Seriously damaged

glede 10,1 5 sl
S sby rdylanally Aoyl dopsll

BAS Aoy ) pate 145Ul Al

OWNERSHIP: Ministry of Interior Affairs
ORIGINAL USE: Police station
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Vacant

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

This police station was one of many built close to the
city walls in the late Ottoman period. The building has
two inscriptions above the southern and eastern en-
trances. These inscriptions date the building to 1853
and bear the names of Sultan Abdul Majid | and the
commander of the sixth regiment, the engineer Qadri
Bek.

ARCHITECTURE

A raised L-shaped portico gives access to the two en-
trances of the the police station building. The portico is
covered by a flat canopy supported by three columns
with mugarnas capitals. The northern section of the
police station is a single room integrated into the we-
stern tower of Bab an-Nasr while the western section,
the main area, consists of several rooms arranged
around a small courtyard. In addition to the two en-
trances, all the rooms open towards the street through
arched windows. The facade of the northern section is
adorned by two small rounded windows flanking the
inscribed plate.

- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU(08. 2019) based
on the survey done by AKTC in the 2000s.

- The DWG file of the plan was slightly modified based on the
available photos.
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1. A general view of the eastern facade (Al Jasir, 2009)
(2009, wll) &3l dglsld ple i 1

2. A general view of the building (December, 2019)
(2019 ,d9Y 086) sl ple laie .2

3. A general view of the building (Gonnella, 1999)
(1999 Muise) lidl ple Jaia 3
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MODIFICATIONS

There is no information about the dates of the pre-
vious interventions. From the available photos, it can
be seen that the wooden roof of the canopy has been
replaced by a new one of reinforced concrete. Inside
the building, new partitions were added and some ori-
ginal wooden roofs were replaced.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

The building was out of use for several years before
the conflict. Thus, it was suffering from negligence and
lack of maintenance. The recent site photos show the
destruction of some original roofs and damage in the
portico.




4. The eastern fagade (December, 2019)
(2019, U591 098) 43 4l dg=lgl 4

5. The southern facade (December, 2019)
(2019 ,JsY1 0938) dugixdl dg>Ig)l 5

6. The original wooden roofs (December, 2019)
(2019 ,JsY1 0938 oYl duasl Canadl 6

7. One of the southern rooms (December, 2019)
(2019 ,JsY1 0958) dngizll G3,all (a7

8. The windows overlooking the courtyard (al-Jasser, 2009)
(2009, wlonll) 11 sliall e Aol o521 .8

9. The destructed roofs (December, 2019)
(2019 ,JsY 0536 deigiall Cazwdl 9

ol picdly ool

ol b ds Ll codls-ad) @)U Jg> Ologlae 4843 Y
PURWIRRRNE gu‘y\@ﬁyg@gﬁ\ Caiud! OF bl 8,8 gall
il pans sl Lal 03 el Ogiad] (po Chun

Bagdz Oz d8Lsls slidl J=1s (3 oY duasdl

Sundll ) sl
DLW 585 drgy Y
O 428 G EI b lgin Bka) Jomieun & iwoll OF

5 s &9}4.)\ 0)5,,0)@1:24 Aluall Hadly JLA.Q}” O Lﬁla.)
(W Bloy)l 3 Lloly aaudl (s pags

249



3.4. Qahwat as-Sayyas
(Coffee House)

el 48

250

REFERENCES a1yl

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 136
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CADASTRAL SHEET
VI, 1-1
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D4
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7

PARCEL NUMBER
3637

GAUBE INDEX No.
270

NEIGHBOURHOOD
Dakhil Bab an-Nasr
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 320 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 320 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 320 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor

Loyas 20 320 1))l d>lue
Loy85 20 320 192 @illall d>lus
loy®5 20 320 ddlezl clidl d>luwe

>y @l lghall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Mamluk- Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Slightly damaged

glete - Solen duso, il 8,4))
Sohadas ey 1dylomallg dusoy ) degd))

il Sag ) ate 145Lnall DI

OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Café
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Shop

CURRENT USE: Vacant

Feodud 3135 doladl &yl 1 ASULe]
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HISTORY

A revenue-generating property endowed to support
the adjacent al-Mihmandar Mosque, the café was en-
larged in 1891 and remained active until the early 20th
century.

ARCHITECTURE

Attached to the mosque’s northern side, the café is ac-
cessed from the west through two arched openings.
Above, a small window has a lintel cut in the shape of
a multi-centered arch. Inside, series of wide pointed
arches divide the interior into bays covered with wo-
oden roofs. These arches are integrated into the sur-
rounding walls and it is clear that they post-date the
original structure. There are several openings in the
southern wall separating the café from the mosque
that have been blocked.

- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (10.2019) based
on the map of Gaube & Wirth (1984).

- The DWG file of the plan was re-drawn based on the site photos
(11.2019, 02. 2020).



1. The western facade (November, 2019)
(2020 , W1 (3343 (Aol dyy,a)l Agzls) 1

2. One of the blocked openings in the southern wall
(February, 2020)
(2020 ,boles) sl slazdl (3 daliall olol) a2
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MODIFICATIONS

The building has retained many of its original features,
though iron beams have been installed to support the
arches.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES

No report was provided

The recent site photos show only slight damage to the
building, most resulting from a lack of maintenance

3. A general view of the interior space (February, 2020)
(2020 ,bols) J=1l o (Raell le ot 3

4 A general view of the of the interior space (February, 2020)

(2020 ,blus) S5-Il e (el ple Jare 4
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3.5. Qahwat al-‘Ujaimi
(Coffee House)

el sgha

REFERENCES a1yl

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 136
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GAUBE INDEX No.
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 150 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 150 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 150 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor

Loya3 20 150 1)laa]] d>lue
Loy85 20 150 2929 @llall d>luws
loy85 20 150 :ddlezYl elidl d>luwe

>y @l lghall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Partly destroyed

glede 10,1 5 sl
S sby rdylanally Aoyl dopsll

Jix S e 1d5Lnall Al

OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Coffee House
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Shop

CURRENT USE: Vacant

Feodud 3135 doladl &yl 1 ASULe]
BRie el ALY dadsgll
G e 1 anel) dasMI Y eaiud|
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HISTORY

The café is located on the northern side of the vesti-
bule leading to Qaysariyya al-Melgiyya. The exact con-
struction date is unknown but it must predate 1763
because it was mentioned in the trust deeds of the
endowment of al-Hajj Musa al-Amiri when mentioning
some of his properties in this vicinity. The trust deed
identified the gaysariyya and the attached café as tho-
se of “the Vizier Ahmad Pasha”, which are also called
“al-‘Ujaymi”. In the early 20th century, al-Ghazzi stated
that they were properties of an endowment known as
Khalisa Uthman Afandi.

ARCHITECTURE

The café is accessed from the west through two arched
openings surmounted by two small windows. In the
southern wall, there are four openings, overlooking the
vestibule leading to the gaysariyya, which have been
walled up. There is also a blocked door in the eastern
wall which separates the café from the gaysariyya. A
series of wide pointed arches divide the inner space of
the café into successive bays covered by wooden roofs.
These arches seem to post-date the original structure.

- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (10.2019) based
on the map of Gaube & Wirth (1984).

- The DWG file of the plan was re-drawn based on the site photos
(11.2019).

Ground Floor Plan A



1. A general view of
the northern section
(January, 2020)
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MODIFICATIONS

It seems that the building has not witnessed widespre-
ad intervention. Iron beams have been installed to sup-
port the arches and the wooden roofs.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

The building has been partly destroyed. The wooden
roofs and some upper sections of the walls have col-
lapsed. There is severe damage in the masonry and the
walls have disintegrated.

2. The southern fagade (January, 2020)
(2020 ,3WI 0538) (Aaal) dpgianll dgzlsll 2

3. The western facade (January, 2020)
(2020, 31 0538) (mall A3l dg=15)l 3

4. A general view of the southern section (January, 2020)

(2020 ,L:;L‘Jl uyS) Rl (po L_;y}dl (QJ.AA:LU chJJbiA 4
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3.6. Sabil al-Jura (Public
Fountain)

sl Jaw

REFERENCES =1l

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 136

- Al-Tabbakh, R. (1988). I'lam al-Nubala bi Tarikh
Halab al-Shahba. (7 Vols.). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam
al-Arabi Publications, 7: 230-231
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 25 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 25 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 25 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor

Loy 20 25 1)laall d>lue
Loy®3 20 25 192591 (3ollall d>luws
L ,5 2025 @LA;-}“ bl d>lie

>y @l lghall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Ayyubid — Mamluk- Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Noticeably damaged

Glete - Sslos — ol sl 8]
S sby rdylanally Aoyl dopsll

b gl dayy ) pate 14SL Al A

OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Sabil
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Shop

CURRENT USE: Shop
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HISTORY

Sabil al-Jura, and the associated qgastal, is one of the
numerous sabils that were built during the reign of az-
Zahir Ghazi (1193-1216). The sabil was renovated du-
ring the Mamluk period by the governor Inal al-Yusufi
(d. 1391). In 1820, the sabil and gastal were renovated
by Numa“n Afandi Shurayyif who also endowed seve-
ral properties for their service. According to al-Ghazzi,
Numa‘n Afandi built another sabil to the south. The sa-
bil was neglected at the beginning of the 20h century
and in 1924 it was rented as a shop by the Directorate
of Endowments. On the western facade of the sabil is
an inscription that is covered by the shop shutter and
could not be read.

ARCHITECTURE

The sabil occupies a rectangular plot at the northea-
stern corner of Suqg al-Khabiya, overlooking the squa-
re in front of Bab an-Nasr. It could not be accessed.
From the site photos, it can be seen that there are two
openings on the western side overlooking the sug. The
wide opening may have provided access to the interior
of the sabil, while the narrower one may have been
a wall niche containing the water tap. The hidden in-
scription is located above the narrow opening. On the
northern side, there is a wide opening that may have
been a shopfront that opened later.

MODIFICATIONS

The sabil must have witnessed several modifications to
adapt to the space’s changing function. However, there
is no information on these interventions. Today, there
is a terrace incongruously built above the sabil.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES

No report was provided

The recent site photos show damage that has mostly
resulted from a lack of maintenance and the incompa-
tible interventions.

1. A general view of the
sabil (November, 2019)
Joall ple ke 1
(2019, 3 ¢43)

2. The western fagade of
the sabil

(November, 2019)

el a1 dglgll 2
(2019, 361 (p55)
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3. 7. Sabil as-Suwayqa
(Public Fountain)

A% o) S

REFERENCES =1yl

- Uthman, N. (2010). Dirasat Nagaish al-Ahd al-Uth-
mani fi Muhafazat Halab: Al-Mabani wa Shawahid
al-Qubur. Aleppo: Mudiriyyat Awgaf Halab, 71.
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 100 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 6 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 6 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor

Lg)fﬁ 2;’ 690 Z_)LE.:.N d>luw
Loy 20 625 1929 @lall d>lus
Lya5 2¢ 890 :ddlazl bl d>lue
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HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Seriously damaged
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OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Sabil
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Sabil

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

The sabil is located in the northern section of the
Suwayga. The inscription inside the sabil dates it to
1594 without referring to the founder.

ARCHITECTURE

The sabil is a deep wall niche ending with a pointed
arch.

- The plan was drawn based on the site photos (12. 2019).



1. The renovation inscription above the sabil (November, 2019)
(2019, 3W1 ¢pa5) Jarad! B9 3g2rgall el jas 1

2. A general view of the sabil (al-Jasser, 2010)
(2010 _wlonll) Juel pls Jlaia .2

3. The foundation inscription inside the sabil (al-Jasser, 2010)
(2010 ,_mslonll) ) S35 Gl 2553
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MODIFICATIONS

The sabil was renovated, according to an inscription
plate placed above the niche. Unfortunately, the reno-
vation was excessive and inappropriate. The niche was
transformed into an iwan, the masonry surfaces were
covered with new claddings and cement-based mortar
was used.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

The recent site photos show that the foundation in-
scription has been looted. The masonry surfaces show
moderate damage. The sabil is used to deposit the col-
lected building stones of the collapsed buildings in the
area.



4. The current condition of the sabil (November, 2019)
(2019, 311 p,43) Jaedd 5011 o 8)1 4

5. The location of the looted inscription (November, 2019)
(2019, QW p43) B3 el QUSII i) 390 .5
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3.8. Sabil Qaysariyya
al-Milqiyya
(Public Fountain)

Aalal) 4 e Jasm

Sabil Qaysariyya al-’Ujaymi
ol doylewd Jaw
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REFERENCES a1yl
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CADASTRAL SHEET
VI, 1-1
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CADASTRAL AREA
7

PARCEL NUMBER
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GAUBE INDEX No.
Not indexed
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 10 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 10 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 10 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor

Loy 20 10 1)laall d>lue
Loy83 20 10 192,91 (3olall d>luws
Loyas 2 10 @LA}}“ bl d>lie
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HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Slightly damaged
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OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Sabil
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Shop

CURRENT USE: Shop
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HISTORY

The sabil is located at the southwestern corner of the
vestibule leading to Qaysariyya al-Milgiyya. The exact
construction date is unknown. It must predate 1763
because the trust deeds of al-Hajj Musa al-Amiri’s en-
dowment mentioned the sabil as being near some of
his properties in the area. The trust deed identified
the gaysariyya, the attached café and the sabil as tho-
se of “the Vizier Ahmad Pasha”, which are also called
“al-‘Ujaymi”. In the early 20th century, al-Ghazzi sta-
ted that both the gaysariyya and the coffeehouse are
properties of an endowment known as Khalisa Uthman
Afandi. The sabil was likely also a property of that en-
dowment. On the western facade of the sabil is an in-
scription that could not be read in the photos provided.

ARCHITECTURE

The sabil could not be accessed. From the photos, it
can be seen that the sabil’s plan is nearly square. It
opens towards the west, today Suq al-Khabiya, throu-
gh two openings ending with pointed arches. The wide
opening may have provided access to the interior of
the sabil, while the narrower one may have been a
wall niche containing the water tap. The inscription is
located above the narrow opening. On the northern
side, there is a wide opening that may have been a
shopfront, introduced later

MODIFICATIONS

The sabil was used as a shop and it must have witnes-
sed several modifications to adapt to the changing
function. However, there is no information on these
interventions.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES

No report was provided

The recent site photos show damage to the external
facades, most of which have resulted from a lack of
maintenance.

- The plan was drawn based on the site photos (11. 2019).



1. The inscription on the western fagade (February, 2020)
(2020, boless) d,all dgrlsll e USII ! 1

2. A general view of the sabil (November, 2019)
(2019, p,3) Jpald ple late 2
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3.9. Sabil al-Masjid
al-Mu’allag
(Public Fountain)

Gilaal) daal) Jra
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REFERENCES &?lfdl
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lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publica-
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CADASTRAL SHEET
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C5
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7

PARCEL NUMBER
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GAUBE INDEX No.
Not indexed

NEIGHBOURHOOD
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PLOT AREA: Appx.5m?2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx.5m?2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 5m?2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: One floor
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boys3 20 5 162y @lall d>lune
lLoya3 20 5 @LA}}“ bl d>lie

>y @l lghall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Slightly damaged
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OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Sabil
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Sabil

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

The sabil is located in the Suwayqa in front of al-Masjid
al-Mu‘allag (the elevated mosque). It constitutes a
part of its endowment that al-Hajja Saliha, the wife of
al-Hajj Musa al-Amiri, established in 1773.

ARCHITECTURE

The sabil is a wall niche ending in a pointed arch. Above
the niche, there is a gabled awning, covered by decora-
ted wooden plates.

MODIFICATIONS

According to one plate placed inside the niche, the sa-
bil was renovated in 1985. Unfortunately, the renova-
tion was excessive and incompatible with the original
design. The masonry surfaces were covered by ceramic
tiles and the niche was closed by iron bars.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

The recent site photos show that the wooden awning
has been destroyed. Apart from this, there is damage
which has mostly resulted from lack of maintenance
and inferior interventions.

- The plan was drawn based on the site photos (10. 2019).



1. The renovation inscription inside the sabil (October, 2019)
(2019 ,J5YN ¢p3) Juaadl J513 3927 gdl ozl 23 .1

2. A general view of the sabil (al-Jasser, 2010)
(2010 , julonl]) sl ple slaia 2

3. The current condition of the sabil (October, 2019)
(2019, 59 ¢p,43) dadd 1)) iz g)l 3
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3.10. Sabil ‘Akkam Bashi
(Public Fountain)

REFERENCES =1l

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 156

- Uthman, N. (2010). Dirasat Nagaish al-Ahd al-Uth-
mani fi Muhafazat Halab: Al-Mabani wa Shawahid
al-Qubur. Aleppo: Mudiriyyat Awgaf Halab, 226.
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256
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 30 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: -
TOTAL BUILT AREA: -

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors
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HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Slightly damaged

glede 10,1 5 sl
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OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Sabil
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: -

CURRENT USE: -
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HISTORY

The sabil was built by Mohammed ibn ‘Aisha ‘Akkam
Bashiin 1193/1780 according to the remaining inscrip-
tion.

ARCHITECTURE

It seems that the sabil was demolished after the ope-
ning of as-Sijn Street in the 1970s. Only the foundation
inscription, probably together with the entrance, has
survived. They were repositioned on the new building
(plots No. 1821 and 1822).

PHYSICAL DAMAGES

No report was provided

The masonry surfaces bear several bullet holes.

1. The inscription (November, 2019)
(2019, W1 op,43) QUSII 2adl .2

2. The remaining entrance with the inscription above it
(November, 2019)
(2019, 3 ¢,43) dbgd QLS pdtly Jowdl S50 .2

3. The new building on plots 1821 and 1822 (November, 2019)
(2019, 311 p,43) 18225 1821 gypylial) ppamall & sl Ll 3
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4.1. al-Matbakh al-‘Ajami

al) Fadaal)
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- David, J. C. et Al. (1998). La Suwayqgat Ali A Alep.
Damascus: Ifpo Publications, 45-60.
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PARCEL NUMBER
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GAUBE INDEX No.
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 690 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 625 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 890 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors
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HISTORIC PERIOD: Zengid, Ayyubid, Mamluk,
Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE: Monu-
ment

PHISICAL CONDITION: Partly destroyed
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OWNERSHIP: Ministry of Tourism
ORIGINAL USE: Residence

USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Workshop —
Storage — Vacant- under rehabilitation to be used as
a restaurant.

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

Al-Matbakh al-‘Ajami is a uniqgue monument conside-
red by researchers as the only surviving non-royal pa-
latial residence from medieval Aleppo, if not from all
of Syria.

According to local historical accounts, the building was
the palace of the Zengid amir, Majd ad-Din ibn al-Daya,
in the 12th century. The importance of the building
seems to continue well into the Ayyubid and Mamluk
periods, serving as a residence of illustrious figures.
Among these were the prestigious al-‘Ajami family,
Ahmad ibn Yaqub ibn al-Sahib, who founded the ne-
arby al-Madrasa al-Sahibiyya in 1349, and finally the
last Mamluk governor of Aleppo Khayir Bek. In the late
15th century, Ibn al-Shihna mentioned the building
as the residence of al-Fakhri and praised its reception
hall as the largest in Aleppo. He also referred to the
renovations of Khayir Bek who built an iwan, a garden,
and a water pool outside the reception hall. No infor-
mation exists about the building during the Ottoman
period until it was mentioned in the trust deed of al-
Hajj Musa al-Amiri, dated to 1763. The building was a
revenue-generating property to support the adjacent
al-Khayr Mosque and was by that time functioning as a
textile workshop.

The building served as an annex to the National Mu-
seum of Aleppo and housed the Museum of Popular
Art and Traditions between 1967 and 1975.

1. A general view of the building from Khan al-Wazir Street
(Meinecke,1978)
(1978 ,aSisle) o)l Ol )i dgr (o amold ple lata 1

2. The southern hall: the decorated ceiling of the northern iwan
(Meinecke,1978)
(1978 ,4Sale) Jlaadl Olsadl (3 Bysall Cahad) il dclal 2

3. The southern hall: the eastern fagade (David, 1983)
(1983,4:815) &3 4l dg=loll 1 gizll dclall 3

4. The southern hall: the western fagade (David, 1983)
(1983 ,4.3l5) dp,all dgzlsll dpngindl dcall 4

5. The southern hall: the northern fagade (David, 1983)
(1983, 1) ddlesdl dglgll 1dpgimdl dclall 5

6. The southern hall: the southern facade (Meinecke,1978)
(1978 ,455ub) dpgianll dg= o)l iduginll Aca)l 6
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ARCHITECTURE

The entrance is located on the eastern side of the bu-
ilding. It leads through a long vaulted vestibule with a
bent axis to the northeastern corner of the main hall.
The hall covers an area of approximately 500 m2. It
consists of a nearly-square central space, with each
side averaging 9.5m, surrounded by four iwans. The
southern iwan, the largest, gave access to two halls
that were later demolished. The eastern and western
iwans are fronted by identical facades of a tripartite
composition; a large door flanked by two smaller bays
surmounted by arched windows. On the two sides of
the northern iwan, the smallest, are the passages gi-
ving access to the other spaces of the residence. The
layout and the size of the hall are comparable to the
citadel’s Ayyubid royal palace and it is one of the few
surviving examples of the halls utilizing the four-iwan
plan from the medieval period.

Researchers argued that the central space of the hall
was originally open with some rooms probably in the
upper level. The space was covered later by a dome
supported by large mugarnas-adorned pendentive
vaulting. The dome probably dates to the 14th century
and it seems to be the largest built in Aleppo before
the Ottoman period. The arch of the small northern
iwan, which is decorated with double rows of floral
reliefs, and its remarkable ceiling, which is covered by
pendants and mugarnas units, can both be dated to
the same period.

The northern section of the building consists of a small
courtyard and several smaller units. The successive mo-
difications make it difficult to make definite statements
regarding their functions or dates. Among these units,
there is a small hall covering an area of approximately
100 m2. The hall has a central square space covered
by a dome with a dodecagonal base and a large octa-
gonal oculus and surrounded on four sides by iwans
and rooms. According to David, this hall may be a rare
example of the Mamluk residential hall dating back to
the 14th century or the early 15th century. Another

domed unit is located further to the north and could
be the remains of the residence’s private bathhouse.
Today, there are no traces of the iwan, the garden, or
the water pool-- the sections said to have been added
by the Mamluk governor Khayir Bek outside the main
hall. In his analysis of the urban fabric of this spot, Da-
vid has concluded that these sections had occupied
the current site of al-Khayr Mosque, built in 1762. He
suggested that the iwan was integrated into the prayer
hall of the mosque while the courtyard is on the site of
the garden and the pool.

- The DWG file of the ground floor plan
was provided by BTU (10.2016) based
on the survey published by David et al.
(1998). It was matched with the original
survey and the parcel borders and modi-
fied accordingly.

- The first floor plan was drawn based
on the survey published by David et al.
(1998).
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MODIFICATIONS

The southern section of the building, including the
southern iwan and the two flanking halls, was demo-
lished when Khan al-Wazir Street was opened in the
1950s. A new fagade, overlooking the street was built
in the 1970s. Within the new facade, a richly decora-
ted portal was installed. The portal was rescued from a
demolished residence that was located north of al-Ma-
drasa al-Uthmaniyya, on plot No. 3777. This portal fun-
ctions today as the main entrance leading directly to
the central space of the southern hall while the buil-
ding’s original entrance, on the eastern side, has been
blocked. The building was rehabilitated in the 2000s,
for use as a restaurant. Consequently, it has witnessed
numerous modifications and renovations appropriate
to its new function.

The Main Hall: Section (David et al 1998)

The Small Hall: Section (David et al 1998)



7. Decorative details of the installed portal (Knost, 2007)
(2007, giS) Lolgdl 3 4dy3) Juolis 7

8. The southern hall: the decorated arch of the northern iwan
(David, 1990)
(1990 ,431) Jlod) OlsiYl o3 B tapginll delall 8

9. The southern hall: the mugarnas pendentives of the dome
(David, 1990)
(1990 ,48ls) dsmsyaall A8 ludly 4l :dogindl dclall .9
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10. The southern hall: a general external view of the dome
(David, 1990)
(1990 ,415) &l soyls- ple ate :ogiaall 42l .10

11. Decorative details of the installed portal (David, 1990)
(1990 ,415) Bl (3 &35 heolis .11

12. A general view of the southern hall after the
2000s restoration (Hajjar, 2011)

L5 L) LIy (3 eaodl) dns dwgizdl dclal) ple late 12
(2011 le>)
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PHYSICAL DAMAGES

The damage report and the recent site photos show
that the building has been severely damaged. The
dome of the central space of the southern hall has
collapsed, along with the southeastern mugarnas pen-
dentive. The whole upper structure has been affected
by the collapse and the remaining parts show serious
disintegration. Inside the hall, the facade of the we-
stern iwan has been partly destroyed. The southern
external facade shows considerable damage. The de-
corated portal has survived. The upper cornice and
the corners of the facade have been partly destroyed.
There are also several holes in the wall where stone
building blocks have been removed. In the northern
section of the building, the worst damage was sustai-
ned on the first floor, where most of the structure has
been destroyed. On the ground floor, there are traces
of a fire that may have been caused by shelling.

Ciib s a0 || slightly damaged

Al goxlo Ayl ) e noticeably damaged

84S dmh pate 2 seriously damaged
B3 S oo partly destroyed

o8 Ko yoe totally destroyed

Ground Floor Plan
(Damage Assessment)




First Floor Plan
(Damage Assessment)
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48350l dilgd) o Gy Bogue (A8 dpgizell dimyl
42935 Saw dgzlsl Llody skl 50,8Y1 pugs La
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Caib Saw ot | | slightly damaged
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848 & ypa%e 2 seriously damaged

A3 S yee partly destroyed
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15

13. The collapsed dome of the southern hall (October, 2019)
(2019 U9 o 45) dedgrall dwgizdl Aclall &b 13

14. The damages in the upper structure of the southern hall
(October, 2019)
(2019 ,J591 (45 i)l Aol (yo S3kall uusdll & L2514

15. The partial destruction of the facade of the western iwan
(October, 2019)
(2019, 59 cp45) 3! OleaYl dg=rls (3 S5l paedll 115

16. The damages in the southern external facade
(October, 2019)
(2019, 991 ¢3) &yl dngionll g5l (35121 .16
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17. The fire traces in the northern section (October, 2019)
(2019, 991 ¢pi3) awodl oo Jlatdl qtl] (3 (33,541 HUT .17

18. The destruction in the northern section of the building
(October, 2019)
(2019591 (p23) (i)l o Jloidl sl § pgll 18

19. The destruction in the northern section of the building
(October, 2019)
(2019, 59 ¢p23) (eodl (po Jladl pundll (3 pugill .19

20. The fire traces in the northern section (October, 2019)
(2019, 991 ¢i3) awodl ¢ro Jlatdl qtl] (3 (33,2401 56T .20
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4.2. Bayt Janbulat

Laily Cuy
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 3680 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 2000 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Cannot be defined

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors

loy25 20 3680 1)laall dlue
Lay85 2¢ 2000 :52)Y1 @lall d>lune
[F-NENE; uiAg b @LA}}“ ;U.‘;.“ d>luo

ol :glglall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Mamluk, Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Monument

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Seriously damaged

Qlaie, Ssloo syl 88l
dsoyl 8T 1 dylanally dusey Wl Aoyl

BAS Aoy ) pate 145Ul Al

OWNERSHIP: Private
ORIGINAL USE: Residence
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: School - Vacant

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

The construction of the residence was initiated in the
second half of the 16th century by the amir of the
Kurds in Aleppo and founder of the Janbulat family:
Janbulat Bek ibn Qasim al-Kurdi al-Qusayri, known as
ibn Arbo. According to historical accounts, some ear-
lier houses from the Mamluk period, belonging to the
Banu al-Usb’u family, had been bought and integrated
into the new building. The residence was lavishly deco-
rated, with a large iwan, a vast garden, and a pleasant
private bathhouse. Hussayn Pasha , son of Janbulat
Bek, developed the residence by adding the northern
elevated iwan and the hall on the northeastern corner,
al-Haram Hall. The residence became his official palace
when he served as the governor of Aleppo for a short
period in 1604-1605.

No information is available on the residence or its inha-
bitants from the death of Hussayn Pasha to the 18th
century, when it became the property of the Batruni
family. By the early 19th century, the public section of
the residence became the property of the al-Kawakibi
family and subsequently of Ibrahim Pasha Zada Qatr
Aghasi.



1. A general view of the main courtyard from southwest
(David, 1982)
(1982 ,4813) i)l gid] (po (sl liall ple ot 1

2. A marble fountain inside the room on the western side of the
southern iwan (Reuther, 1917)
(1917, 59)) i) Olgl oy dndlg)l 20,401 (3 dpalsy diud 2

3. The ruined upper rooms flanking the southern iwan
(David, 1982)
(1982 ,4:815) @izl Ol (3l Je dosgiall Liglall B)301.3

4. The southern hall (David, 1982)
(1982 ,4u8ls) duginll aclall 4

5. The ruined Haram hall in the 1980s (David, 1982)
(1982 ,2udls) Sluslotll Sy (3 (1) deli) Bajiall A 5

6. The fountain in the southern iwan (David, 1982)
(1982 ,4815) sl OlgYl & slall A .6
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ARCHITECTURE

Bayt Janbulat is an exceptional example of the residen-
tial architecture of Aleppo. The richness of the decora-
tions and the size of the main iwan, believed to be the
largest in the city (16 m in height), give the building
great historical and architectural value. On the other
hand, its preserved components provide a snapshot of
the development of domestic buildings between the
Mamluk and the Ottoman periods, and their gradual
transformation from separate spaces surrounded by
gardens into clusters arranged around central cour-
tyards.

In its original condition, the residence covered a vast
area of about 5000m2. External annexes -- including
barracks, storage areas, and stables-- were located to
the west of the residence, covering an area of approxi-
mately 1600m2. The original entrance of the complex
was at the northwest, where a wide portal led both
to the annexes and to the interior of the residence.
The spaces dating from prior to the 18th century were
grouped in two main sections: the public section (cal-
led saray, qonaq or Dar al-Uda) and the private section
(called Dar al-Haram). The public section still retains
the large southern iwan, the smaller northern iwan,
and a hall of Mamluk origin. In the private section, the
ruined remains of al-Haram hall still exist at the northe-
astern corner of the residence.

The hall of the public section, which has been deeply
modified, is built around a central square space with a
side of about 6m covered by a dome that has since col-
lapsed. The central space is surrounded by four iwans
and several rooms on two levels in a similar arrange-
ment as the main hall of al-Matbakh al-Ajami. The re-
maining traces indicate that the interiors were richly
decorated.

The large southern iwan, the most characteristic ele-
ment of the residence, opens toward the north where
there is a large water pool of 16.5-by-10.5 meters. The
iwan is flanked by two vaulted rooms in the ground
level and two upper rooms that have since collapsed.

The facade of the iwan is richly decorated. The win-
dows of the rooms are set within frames built with al-
ternating black and yellow stone and surmounted by
tympana covered with fine stone carvings. The facade
is further enriched with decorative roundels with ge-
ometrical and rosette carvings. The southern wall of
the niche is covered with coloured marble panels and
ceramic tiles in a style rarely found in Aleppo. The do-
minant pattern of the ceramic tiles is the blue-white
diagonal motif which is identical to the one used in the
Dome of the Rock in the mid-15th century. This type
of tile was used in a few other buildings in Aleppo but
there is no confirmation as to whether these tiles have
been produced locally or imported.

The northern iwan is smaller but equally valuable. It
consists of an elevated loggia accessible by a double
stone staircase and a porch and flanked by two rooms.
The facade of the iwan is built in alternating black
and yellow stone courses and decorated with carved
roundels. The interior of the iwan is decorated with
marble panels and ceramic tiles similar to those in the
southern iwan.

The rooms on the eastern side of the main courtyard (David et
Al., 1998)

A section in the large iwan on the southern side of the main cour-
tyard (David et Al., 1998)

7. A general view of the southern iwan in the 2000s (Knost,
2009)
(2009, giS) Aol 4291 bl § goial Olg ple Jlaie 7



The small iwan on the northern side of the main courtyard (David
et Al., 1998)
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- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (10.2016) based
on the survey published by David et. al. (1998).

- The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the original
survey.
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A general plan of the residence and its
external annexes on the west around
1950 (David et Al., 1998)
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8. A general view of the southern iwan (Creswell,1920)

(1920, Js33255) il 05 le a8

9. A general view of the northern iwan (Reuther,1917)
(1917, 59) QWI OleW ple ,aie 9

10. The ruined private (Haram) section in the 1980s
(David, 1982)
(1982 ,4:513) wslisiletll lyie & (1) Lol o) dpiall U110

11. Deteriorated marble pavement on the southern iwan
(David, 1982)
(1982 ,:u813) gl Olgadl (3 8y piaio duslsy Jadls 11

12. The northern iwan: decorative details (Knost, 2009)
(2009, ceusgiS) &8,35 ol 1 Jlodl Ol 12

13. Deteriorated marble cladding on the southern iwan
(David, 1982)
(1982 ,24813) g gl Olgadl (3 8) piate Lualsyy oI5 13

14. The southern iwan: decorative details (al-Jasser, 2010)
(2010, ~olll) 48535 Jeoles @ g izl Ol .14
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MODIFICATIONS

Local sources suggest that, by the mid-18th century,
the external western annexes (stores, stables, and bar-
racks), that had been separate from the residence, had
started to serve public commercial and industrial fun-
ctions. Inside the residence, divisions were probably
added and residential units to house multiple families
started to emerge, arranged around courtyards.

The building was damaged in the earthquake of 1822
which necessitated renovations and additional modifi-
cations. The original entrance on the west was closed
and a new one on the east was opened in 1832, as the
inscription above it informs us. In the public section of
the residence, the main iwan was restored, but its up-
per rooms were not reconstructed. New rooms were
built along the eastern side and on the northwestern
corner of the garden. The old southern hall was also
remodeled. The collapsed dome of the central spa-
ce was not rebuilt, leaving the space to act as a small
open courtyard while the southern and eastern iwans
were rebuilt as closed halls opening towards the cour-
tyard through several doors and windows. In the pri-
vate section of the residence, new wings were built
along the western and southern sides of the garden.
Like the old southern hall, the collapsed dome of the
Haram hall was not rebuilt and the central space was
left open.

The urban changes in the second half of the 20th cen-
tury have deeply affected the residence and its sur-
roundings. The western external annexes have been
almost completely destroyed. The Haram hall lies in
ruins and different sections of the building have been
abandoned for many years. Only the southeastern
section of the building, including the southern hall,
was restored between 2006 and 2008.
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15. The southern iwan: decorative details (Knost, 2009)
(2009, ceusgiS) &b, Juolis © 3 izl 0l 15

16. The southern iwan: decorative details (Knost, 2009)
(2009 ,cwsiS) &35 Juoles 1y il 0151 .16

17. The northern iwan: decorative details (Knost, 2009)
(2009, cunsiS) 48,55 dpolds : Jlotdl 0151 17

18. The southern iwan: decorative details (Heiske, 2003)
(2003 ,8ule) 43,55 Juolis © 31l 0l 118
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PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided.

The building could not be accessed. The recent site
photos taken from the surroundings show the facade
of the northern iwan to be partly destroyed. Some
glazed tiles and other decorative elements have been
looted. In addition to this direct damage, the abandon-
ment of the building and the lack of maintenance have
badly affected most of the spaces, especially those al-
ready ruined prior to 2011.




19. The room on the western side of the northern iwan
(Knost, 2009)
(2009, giS) Jlasdl Ol oy Aa3lg)l 43,301 119

20. A general view of the northern iwan in the 2000s
(al-Jasser, 2010)
(2010 ,_wlanll) 4511 491 by (3 Jlosdl Olgd ple yaie .20

21. The southern iwan: recent condition (December, 2019)
(2019 ,ds¥ 0938) ool gl 1y gl 0l .21

23

22. The partially destroyed fagade of the northern iwan
(December, 2019)
(2019 ,Js91 0538) Jlotl OlsaYl g1y & )l pgdl 22

23. The northwestern corner of the main courtyard: recent
condition (December, 2019)
(2019,J931 0538) L)1 guosll 1 gyl sliall doyall adlosdl dugli)l 23

24. The private (Haram) section: recent condition
(December, 2019)
(2019 591 0538) o)l gl (all) o)) sl 24
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4.3. al-Mahkama
ash-Sharia

3.,39‘).&]\ daSaal)

Bayt al-Mihmandar

Ildegadl Cun
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 2032 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 1056 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Cannot be defined

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors
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HISTORIC PERIOD: Mamluk- Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Noticeably damaged

glete - Solen duso, il 8,4))
Sohadas ey 1dylomallg dusoy ) degd))

b gl dayy ) pate 14SL Al A

OWNERSHIP: General Directorate of Islamic
Endowments

ORIGINAL USE: Residence

USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS:
Headquarter of Al Mahkama Al Sharia
Residences + shops

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

The headquarters of the Islamic Law Court “al-Mahka-
ma ash-Shar‘iyya” was a vast old residence endowed
by al-Hasan Ibn Balban al-Mihmandar to support his
famous mosque in 1303. The residence may have been
modified into three units and used as a Hanafi court
at the beginning of the Ottoman period. One unit was
used as the judge’s private residence; the second as
the court headquarters and the third was devoted to
the clerks and archives. In 1682, the residence was
bought by the grand vizier Merzifonlu Kara Mustafa
Basha and constituted a part of his endowment. The
building maintained its function until the 1960s, when
the court was moved to the new “Justice Palace” close
to the citadel. In the mid of 1980s, the General Directo-
rate of Islamic Endowments restored the building and
made it available to rent.




1. The northwestern section: the southern iwan and the
octagonal pool (David, 1990)

Sl pate elall (9> doutity (3 gid) OlgsY) 1l Alesdl gl .1
(1990 ,285)

2. The eastern section: the western side of the courtyard
(David, 1990)
1990, 4313 <biall sl dgrlg)l 14,8 4l sa>g)l .2

3. The eastern section: the rooms at the northeastern corner
(David, 1990)
1990 ,4:13) &8 2l &dlasdl dglill (§ dxdlgll (3,3)1 123 i Busoll 3
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ARCHITECTURE

The southwestern unit, accessed from the east, is the
largest and was probably the one used as the court
headquarters. The unit has witnessed several modi-
fications which make it difficult to distinguish the re-
sidential elements. The courtyard is surrounded by a
row of large rooms. On the south, there is a bay that
has a higher roofline and could be an iwan that has
been blocked. The northwestern unit was probably the
one used as the judge’s residence. It can be accessed
from the west through a narrow cul-de-sac and from
the southeast through the other units of the court. The
layout is classically organized around a large rectangu-
lar courtyard. In the south, there is an iwan set betwe-
en two halls and fronted axially by an octagonal pool.
In the east, there are several rooms arranged on two
floors while the service rooms are located in the west.
Finally, the eastern section of the plot has a large cour-
tyard of an irregular shape, onto which several rooms
open.

- The ground floor was drawn based on  the site photos (11.2019).



4. Remaining decorative details (November, 2019)
(2019, 3W! ¢2,45) il 48,3501 ool amy 4

5. Remaining decorative details (November, 2019)
(2019, 31 25) Akl &350 Jaolad] oy .5

6. The eastern access to the southwestern section
(November, 2019)
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MODIFICATIONS

It seems that the building was damaged in the earth-
quake of 1822. According to al-Ghazzi, some spaces in
the building were allocated for shops around 1868 and
rented out to pay for restoration costs. These shops
are likely to be the ones located along the eastern
side, opening upon Suq al-Khabiyya today. As men-
tioned above, the building was restored and rented in
the 1980s. The southern section, overlooking as-Sijn
Street, was given over to commercial enterprises. The
courtyard was covered and used as a warehouse while
the southern rooms were opened as shops. The nor-
thern section was rented for residential purposes and
thus has preserved its original layout.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

The recent site photos show several spots that have
been partially destroyed by random shelling.




7. The damages in the northwestern section (November, 2019)
(2019, QW1 p45) &yl Adlosd Buoll (3 Aol 291 .7

8. The shops along the eastern side of the building
(November, 2019)
(2019 ,3W! ¢2,45) slial) 23,21 dgzlgll sbo (e tzaall xSELI 8

9. The damages in the northwestern section (November, 2019)
(2019, 361 (p3) dill ddlasdl Bamgll (§ Aol 52919

10. The external southern fagade of the building overlooking
Al Sijn Street (November, 2019)
(2019, 311 p,45) gl ol e Allaall dpgiondl Al dg21501 10

10

ol picdly ool

33l S e 1822 ple Iy 3y 13 (el O 9o
@ ,a3 50 Al (ye mySinl U8 1868 ple Jlg> @ @l
GBS el 2Ty (1SES Bue Aol Bgw de
Ol G Ll awll o) wad oMl S3 LS o
e dhell gyl pudll pasas W (2,09 Ll
A1 slall Gaie e Ayl OWLal el g)ls
Pladl g0 dogindl Bpsll Coidy fagiunS Janiulg
Y sl ass Jlesd) el Ll L SEUS clantals

S d> ] eI daposas e dadl> Wby 4uSu

SLl 5l
DLW 585 drgy Y

S Sredall @8lgall o ade 8,391 d8sall Houo gl
sl gl GBI ey 355

319



320

4.4. Bayt al-Hajj Musa
al-Juwwani

) (puga glad)

REFERENCES &?bxx“

- David, J. C. et Al. (1998). La Suwayqat Ali A Alep.
Damascus: Ifpo Publications, 43, 95-99

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 139
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CADASTRAL SHEET
VI, 3-1

GRID COLLOCATION
C5

CADASTRAL AREA
7

PARCEL NUMBER
1986

GAUBE INDEX No.
688

NEIGHBOURHOOD
Suwayqat Ali
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 820 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 550 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Cannot be defined

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors + basement

Lo ,85 2¢ 820 ! d>lo
Loy85 20 550 3929 @llall d>luws
- NENEN;] uiAg Y @LA;-}“ ;U.‘;J| d>luo
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HISTORIC PERIOD: Mamluk- Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Valuable traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Seriously damaged

e (S5 sby rduylanally Aol dogsll

BAS Aoy ) pate 145Ul Al

OWNERSHIP: Private
ORIGINAL USE: Residence
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Storage

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

The house is the private section, “the Haram” or
“al-Juwwani”, of the residence of al-Hajj Musa al-Ami-
ri, which constituted a part of the vast endowment he
established in 1763. According to David, the northern
and northeastern sections of the ground floor may
have incorporated parts of the palace built by Mamluk
governor Azdumur ibn Mazid al-Ashrafi in the late 15th
century (See Khan Qurt Bek).

ARCHITECTURE

The house is accessed from the west. The courtyard is
a trapezoidal shape and contains a square water pool
and a green plot. The spaces of the house are distribu-
ted along the four sides of the courtyard on two floors.
In the south, there is an iwan flanked by two large halls.
From the survey, it can be noted that the floors of the
iwan and the courtyard in front of it are decorated with
polychromic marble pavements. The description of the
house in the trust deed refers to several distinguished
spaces beside the halls and rooms. These included a
large kitchen, several toilets, a bath with the traditional
three sections — al-Barrani, al-Wastani and al-Juwwa-
ni-- an open summer terrace, and an upper room in
the northern wing that provides access to the public
section of the house “al-Barrani”.

MODIFICATIONS

There is no information about previous modifications.
PHYSICAL DAMAGES

No report was provided.

The building could not be accessed. The satellite image

shows partial destruction of roofs and wall in the nor-
thern wing.



- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (10.2016) based
on the survey published by David et. al. (1998).

- The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the original
survey.
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4. 5. Bayt al-Hajj Musa
al-Barrani

o) puse plad) C

REFERENCES &?bxx“

- David, J. C. et Al. (1998). La Suwayqat Ali A Alep.
Damascus: Ifpo Publications, 43, 95-99

- Al-Ghazzi, K. (1992). Nahr al-Zahab fi Tarikh Ha-
lab. (3 Vols). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-Arabi Publi-
cations, 2: 139
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CADASTRAL SHEET
VI, 3-1

GRID COLLOCATION
C4-5

CADASTRAL AREA
7

PARCEL NUMBER
1987

GAUBE INDEX No.
689

NEIGHBOURHOOD
Suwayqat Ali
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 650 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 350 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Cannot be defined

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors + basement

Lo ,85 2¢ 650 ! d>lo
Loy85 20 350 392 @illall d>luws
- NENEN;] uiAg Y @LA;-}“ ;U.‘;J| d>luo
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HISTORIC PERIOD: Mamluk- Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Valuable traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Partly destroyed

e (S5 sby rduylanally Aol dogsll
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OWNERSHIP: Private
ORIGINAL USE: Residence
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Storage

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

The house is the public section, “the Oda”, or “al-Bar-
rani”, of the residence of al-Hajj Musa al-Amiri, which
constituted a part of the vast endowment he establi-
shed in 1763. According to David, the southeastern
section of the ground floor may have incorporated par-
ts of the palace built by the Mamluk governor Azdu-
mur ibn Mazid al-Ashrafi in the late 15th century (See
Khan Qurt Bek).

ARCHITECTURE

The house is accessed from the west. The courtyard
is irregular in shape, following the constraints of the
plot. Some regularity is apparent in the south, where
the iwan is set axially with the rectangular water pool
and the symmetrically designed colored pavemen-
ts. The spaces of the house are distributed along the
four sides of the courtyard on two floors in the east
and south and on one floor in the west and north. In
addition to its various halls, rooms, and services, the
description of the building’s trust deed, says the house
contains a special “reception hall” for drinking coffee,
an upper room extending above the alley in the west,
rooms that can be accessed from the adjacent Khan
al-A'awaj, and an open summer terrace. The house is
lavishly decorated.

I/l

- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (10.2016) based
on the survey published by David et. al. (1998).

- The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the original
survey.



1. A well in the eastern section (David, 1981)
(1981 ,u81s) Gl el (3 o o .1

2. The southwestern corner (David, 1981)
(1981 ,44315) &yl dpgicnl) gl 2

3. The eastern section (David, 1981)
(1981 ,uds) &)l ped! .3
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MODIFICATIONS

There is no information about previous modifications.
The photos taken in the 1980s and 1990s show that
the house was used as storage.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided

The building could not be accessed. The satellite image
shows that the house has been partly destroyed. Most
of the roofs and the upper sections of the walls have
collapsed.

4. The colored marble pavements inside the eastern hall
(David, 1981)
(1981 ,u.315) &3 )1 delall § Bslol) Luals )l Ladlll 4

5. One of the halls in the eastern section, probably the coffee
hall (David, 1981)
(1981 ,4815) 85¢al 48 gl Josizmy , 3l ol 3 el a1 .5



6. The stone carvings above the windows (David, 1990)
(1990, 815) 815l G &yl sl 6

7. The southern iwan (David, 1990)
(1990 ,413) G giad! 051 .7

8. A general view of the southern section (David, 1990)
(1990 ,431s) Jyedl (pe g gl putl] dale 8940 .8

9. The northern and western sections (David, 1990)
(1990 ,42313) 3 4lls Jlasdl gudl) .9
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4.6. Bayt Mustafa al-Jabiri

g S oy

REFERENCES &?b—éj‘

- David, J. C. et Al. (1998). La Suwayqat Ali A Alep.
Damascus: Ifpo Publications, 81-86

- Al-Tabbakh, R. (1988). I'lam al-Nubala bi Tarikh
Halab al-Shahba. (7 Vols.). Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam
al-Arabi Publications, 7: 156
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 460 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 300 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Cannot be defined

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors + basement

Lo ,85 2¢ 460 ! d>lo
Loy85 20 300 3929 @lall d>luws
- NENEN;] uiAg Y @LA;-}“ ;U.‘;J| d>luo

ool :alshllsue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Mamluk- Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Noticeably damaged
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b gl dayy ) pate 14SL Al A

OWNERSHIP: Private
ORIGINAL USE: Residence
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: Residence

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

The house is one of three adjacent structures that
Mustafa Afandi al-Jabiri bought and endowed in 1785.
Al-Jabiri was one of the notable families that emerged
in the late 18th century. The oldest sections of the
house may date back to the Mamluk period.

ARCHITECTURE

The house has two entrances leading to the central
courtyard; the first is on the east, accessible from the
adjacent alley, and the second is on the west, accessi-
ble from Suwaygat Ali through a narrow blind alley and
a small courtyard.

The floor level of the courtyard is 2-3 meters below
that of the surrounding alleys. At its center, a large
square-shaped pool is set axially with the iwan on the
southern side. The medium-sized iwan is modest and
plain. It is flanked by two halls covered by cross vaults
and extended by deep lateral recesses. The room, whi-
ch occupies the eastern side of the courtyard, is very
simple: two bays separated by a large pointed arch,
forming an almost square plan. To the north, a large
elevated room can be reached via a stairway.

Under these rooms, there are halls that were built with
different layouts and building techniques. According to
David, these halls may have been a part of an older
Mamluk residential ensemble that extended to cover
the adjacent plots on the north, northwest and northe-
ast. This large complex may have been subdivided into
smaller plots in the Ottoman period.

-The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU (12.2016) based on the survey published by David
et. al. (1998).

- The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the original survey.



1. The northern elevated room (David, 1991)
(1991 ,au8ls) ddlesd) WaJl 43,31 1

2. One of the two halls flanking the southern iwan (David, 1991)
(1991 ,4481s) dy;;ll Q]ﬁ__&}” (_g)la L5[_(: L';}Z,_"al}ll ouelll a2

3. The eastern section of the house (David, 1991)
(1991 ,4:8ls) cdl po 321 o] 3
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MODIFICATIONS

There is no information about previous modifications.
PHYSICAL DAMAGES

No report was provided

The site photos show the conflict caused only slight da-
mage to the external fagade.




4. The northern fagade of the courtyard (David, 1991)
(1991 ,415) Il clial) &dlasdl A1l 4

5. The northern section of the house (David, 1991)
(1991 ,4815) codl 3o Jlotdl pudl) 5

A general view of the central pool and the southern iwan .6
(David, 1991)
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7. The damages in the eastern facade (October, 2019)
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Olaadly Cdhs-udl

Ul (3 bl ods-adl Jg> Ologhae ;5455 Y
Qnddl y sl

DN 50,85 Az gy Y

van 53l Bsall oo yalas L el I o3l L
a3 ) dg=lgll @)Yl

335



4.7. Bayt al-Jabiri
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CADASTRAL SHEET
VI, 1-2

GRID COLLOCATION
D5

CADASTRAL AREA
7

PARCEL NUMBER
3560

GAUBE INDEX No.
Not indexed
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 1610 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 475 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Cannot be defined

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors + basement
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HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Partly destroyed
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OWNERSHIP: Private
ORIGINAL USE: Residence
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: School

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

The house constitutes a section of a large residence
belonging to the al-Jabiri family. The residence is or-
ganized around three courtyards and occupies a plot
of about 1600m2. This section was let out to rent and
used as a school.

ARCHITECTURE

The courtyard of the house is reached from the nor-
thwestern corner through a small vestibule. The cour-
tyard is vast and rectangular in shape with a water pool
in its middle. The spaces of the house are distributed
on two floors along the courtyard’s southern, northern
and eastern sides. On the south, a high iwan is set
axially with the water pool and flanked by two halls.
The toilets and the other services are grouped at the
southwestern corner.

MODIFICATIONS

The building must have witnessed several modifica-
tions to adapt to its new function. However, there is no
information on these interventions.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided
The building has been destroyed except for the

southern iwan and the rooms on the southeastern cor-
ner.

- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU-(General Map of the Old City)- The resource is not defined.

- The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the original cadastral map and the available photos before
the destruction.



1. The remaining sections of the building (October, 2019)
(2019, 59 ¢p3) sUidl oy ddaaall <5291 .1

2. The current condition of the building (October, 2019)
(2019, J9 ¢,45) i) Sl o glt 2

E)L’U‘

(SRl Al LgSde 5923 BAS JIs (0 s codl S
Jls> 1l dolue Jaisy dulsls 431 B Jo Il £595
Ay S Jariolg )l y0 o)l 1o 126 @320 1600

8ylanll

i 7o pe dppall ddlesdl Lglll e el U dl d g gl o2
89 o og> dlawg L”g A9 Julatuwe laduws 93 a9 <Ll
laidly dpgizll sbiall ol Job e dindy (pinlle Je B3l
& S99 St 1o gn dle Olg] Az g dogiandl dgdl 8 .48 21
G 63 Gloasly obeall g 285 .o liels ay Jaxig slall (29>

) i)l sl
ol picdlg ool

waby e @Sl CHbuss Bie dgd 18 <L) of W Y
M 0 Jg> laghas 5575 Y g Szl

Sundll ) sl
DLW 585 drgy Y

ogicnd] Dglyll (3 dndlgll G3yallg (g giandl OlgYl e Lagd elidl Ll
Ayl

339



4.8. Bayt al-Qudsi

Bayt Marrash Hotel
Jilye oy Guid
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CADASTRAL SHEET
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 630 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx.370 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Cannot be defined

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Two floors + basement
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HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Traditional building

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Partly destroyed
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OWNERSHIP: Private
ORIGINAL USE: Residence
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS:
Kindergarten

Hotel

CURRENT USE: Vacant
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HISTORY

One of several adjacent houses owned by al-Qudsi fa-
mily, it was put up for rent in the 1950s and used as
a kindergarten for several years. Later the house was
sold and in 2007 it was rehabilitated and used as a
boutique hotel. There is a decorative inscription on the
northern loggia’s facade dated to 1918.

ARCHITECTURE

The entrance is located on the eastern side. The ro-
oms of the house are organized around a rectangular
courtyard which contains a square water pool and a
green plot. On the southern side, there is an iwan set
axially with the water pool and flanked by two rooms.
The northern and western sides contain several rooms
arranged on two floors. The loggia is located in the nor-
thern upper floor and fronted by a small balcony.

The northern and southern facades reflect the norms
of 19th-century local building traditions, which were
influenced by European decoration styles. This appe-
ars in the thick moldings, decorative keystones, the
tympanum-shape roofline of the loggia and the ogee
arches of its openings.

- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU-(General Map of
the Old City) based on the Archive of the Rehabilitation Project of
the Old City of Aleppo- Housing Fund.

- The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the original
cadastral map and the available photos before the destruction.



1. The northern facade (al-Jasser, 2010)
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MODIFICATIONS

The building has witnessed previous modifications.
The inscription on the loggia’s facade may date the
facades’ renovation. The house was restored in 2002
and rehabilitated in 2007, within the framework of the
Rehabilitation Project of the Old City-Housing Fund.
According to the project’s archives, the work compri-
sed removing incompatible additions, installing sani-
tary services and constructing a new reception hall on
the eastern side.

PHYSICAL DAMAGES
No report was provided
The southern and western sections of the building

have been completely destroyed. The recent site pho-
tos show severe damage to the remaining sections.




2. The inscription on the loggia’s facade (al-Jasser, 2010)
(2010, relanll) Lz gl dg=rly (393 3,331 i) 2

3. The southern iwan (al-Jasser, 2010)
(2010, eladl) g giaddl 191 .3

4. The new reception hall on the eastern side al-Jasser, 2010)
(2010, rwlal) 43,1 gl (3 sl Juazad) 46 4

5. The current condition of the building (November, 2019)
(2019, 31 p3) elil) Jlll ghl 5

6. The severe damages in the eastern facade (November, 2019)
(2019, 311 25) A321 Agzshl 3 A 51291 6

Oy CoMs-L

s dezgall (il B8 Layg Al BbAss sll g
ple @ sbdl ox0ys @ . Olgarlgll dpuss JlasY L glll dg=g
G9ue Jos 5l (32007 ple (§ bl sole] o 032002
ladg dagiall o digde Jual le] €9 i) ol OB
28 LAY D) JeYl Coans dad 9wl Cand)Y
Jldiwl deld clog dowo C)\..b-‘sg g_é)_d\ Q99539 ER N

A3l dgell (§ B

Sundll )2l
SUSS RS RE SN

LS, Jo St Ll e (3 530l9 (3 o] Olesa) gl
Audiall pludYl (§ Aoz blAoT 8,391 /35l j5u0

345



346

4.9. Bayt Ahmad Afandi
al-Kikhia

Abdulhamid az-Zahrawi School
SS9yl duesll dus duwydo
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PLOT AREA: Appx. 1010 m2
GROUND FLOOR AREA: Appx. 400 m2
TOTAL BUILT AREA: Appx. 1050 m2

NUMBER OF FLOORS: Three floors

Loy 2¢ 1010 3)laa)l d>line
Loy85 20 400 3929 @lall d>luws
Loya5 20 1050 @LA}}“ bl d>lie

Bl B mlglall sue

HISTORIC PERIOD: Ottoman

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE:
Monument

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Totally destroyed
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OWNERSHIP: Private
ORIGINAL USE: Residence
USES PRIOR TO THE EVENTS: School

CURRENT USE: Not existing
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HISTORY

The house is one section of a vast residence built in
1899 by Ahmad Afandi al-Kekhia (1838-1919). Accor-
ding to local sources, al-Kekhia had bought a traditio-
nal house from the al-Qudsi family and demolished it
to build his residence. He hosted Jamal Pasha in the
residence when he stayed in Aleppo on the eve of WWI
and he built an elegant stairway in front of its entrance
to celebrate this visit. After the death of Ahmad Afandi,
the residence was divided among his sons in sections.
The southern section, plot No. 3511, was let out to rent
and used as a school in 1956. There are two decorati-
ve inscriptions in this section; one above the southern
entrance of the courtyard dating to 1317/1899 and
another above one of the entrances inside dating to
1325/1907.

ARCHITECTURE

The house occupied a distinguished location before
the citadel and was one of the earliest examples of
the new houses’ type in al-Farafira. In this model, the
central vestibule became the main distribution space
instead of the courtyard in the traditional houses.

The sub-division of the main residence and the adapta-
tion of the southern section to a new function necessi-
tated several interventions to the original layout. This
section is built on the eastern edge of a rectangular
plot leaving the western side for a large courtyard. The
courtyard is accessible through two entrances on the
south and west. Before the main entrance of the house
is a lavishly designed and decorated stairway. Inside,
the house has a tripartite layout, in which a central ve-
stibule and hall give access to the rooms on the two
sides.

- The DWG file of the plan was provided by BTU-(General Map of the Old City) based on the survey done by AKTC for
the (Citadel’s Perimeter Area) in 2005.

- The DWG file of the plan was modified based on the original cadastral map and the available photos before the
destruction.



1. A general view of the
southern section of the resi-
dence (David, 1979)
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2. The stair in front of the en-
trance of the southern section
(David, 1979)
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MODIFICATIONS

There is no information about previous modifications.
PHYSICAL DAMAGES

No report was provided

The southern section of the residence, plot No.
3511, has been totally destroyed. Only the southwe-
stern section of the external wall, together with the
two courtyard entrances, has survived. The northern
section of the residence, plot No. 3517, has been part-
ly destroyed. The most damaged section is the eastern
one.

3. The current condition of the southern section, plot No. 3511
(October, 2019)

(2019 ,JsVl (p43) 3511 3 Jlaall g sizd) el 2l 25l 3

4. The western entrance of the courtyard (October, 2019)
(2019, 91 ¢p3) Jtell ol (g 5all Joall 4

5. The damages in the northern section, plot No. 3517
(October, 2019)
(2019 ,JgI1 (p,43) 3517 03, ,laall, Jletdl eudl (3 ol 2915

6. The southern entrance of the courtyard with the
decorative inscription above it (October, 2019)
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Picture: al-Madrasa al-‘Uthmaniyya (Dayoub, 2019)
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PART Ill: THE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT
OF THE AREA
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DAMAGE ASSESSMENT The neighborhoods that comprise Suwayagat Ali, as
LEVELS AND STATISTICS defined for this case study, have been seriously da-

maged. On 389 plots, the condition is as follows: to-
tally destroyed 12% (46 plots); partly destroyed 12%
(47 plots); seriously damaged 10% (37 plots); notice-
ably damaged 13% (52 plots); and slightly damaged
53% (207 plots).
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Picture: al-Mutanabbi Street (Dayoub, 2019)
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Accessibility

®Accessible @ Non accessibie

Appraisal overall condition of damage

mTotaly destroyed @ Partly destroyed W Serigusly damasged
» Naticeably damaged m Sightly damaged

Occupancy

m Occupy W Non occupy
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CATEGORIES OF
PHYSICAL DAMAGES

. Totally destroye . Partly destroye
JeB S oo G S e
Total collapse of horizontal and vertical structures ollapse of parts of the horizontal and/or vertical structures
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3. Seriously damaged
88 Ay ) pake

Serious damage but no sign of major collapse of the horizontal
and/or vertical structures

Sl e s 3575 095 &gl o1/9 3891 A3LAY) noliall 3 Wb 2
gl

4. Noticeably damaged
b goxle dzydy ) piake

Noticeable damage in the building limited to building materials
and architectural features
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5. Slightly damaged
il St )

Superficial and limited damage in the building
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DAMAGE
ASSESSTMENT 2019
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Picture: 2019 - The northern entrance of Suway-
gat Ali market
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illegal excavations

Al Jamaa Al Umawi St.
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The area has witnessed few restoration or recon-
struction projects and all but one of these has been
RESTORATION WORKS carried out by the private sector. Of the restoration
(20] 7-201 9) interventions that have been undertaken, the sites
have been shops (around 25 of them, all outside Suq
Bab an-Nasr), religious monuments (6), a gate (par-

(2019 - 2017) Mﬂ‘ dLon tially) and Suq al-Khabiyya (aka Sug Bab an-Nasr)
(109 shops).
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Picture: Khan Qurt Bek (Dayoub, 2019)
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CONCLUSION

da3lsdl

Picture: The northern entrance of Suwayqat Ali
(Dayoub, 2019)

(2019 c903) Jlatdl o e Agas Jka 15y g1

During the armed conflict in Aleppo between 2012 and
2016, the area of Suwayqgat Ali with its outstanding va-
lue has been severely affected and large parts of the
traditional urban fabric and monuments of different
historic periods and architectural styles were seriously
damaged. Hence, this study serves as an aiding tool
to develop a responsive recovery plan stemming from
the realities and needs of the Old City of Aleppo.

The current study can be conceived as a follow up to
the fundamental book on the same area “La Suwayqgat
‘Ali a Alep” of the French researcher Jean-Claude Da-
vid, published in 1998 and the analyses conducted in
the area in 2001 within the framework of the Rehabili-
tation Project of the Old City. The conclusions of those
two works were a synthesis of the mechanisms which,
in the interaction of socio-economic systems with spa-
tial forms, allowed changes to continually take place.
Through verifying and complementing the findings of
the previous analyses with the current state of the area
and buildings today and synthesizing the three parts of
this study- Analyzing the urban morphology for three
periods of time (1932, 2011, and 2019), reviewing the
architectural layout and building history (including the
change in function) of 38 historic buildings and facili-
ties, and assessing the overall damage in the area — it
was realized that although major damages occurred
during the last years, fundamental changes of the ur-
ban structure and of important historic buildings can
be witnessed further for the decades of the 20th and
21st century. Due to town planning decisions, historic
buildings were destroyed and others underwent modi-
fications due to changes in function.



On the technical scale, it was found that correct inter-
vention decisions and compatible building techniques
were not always applied to safeguard the architectural
and historical value of the built environment. There-
fore, within the framework of the Old City’s recovery
process, conservation guidebooks are urgently nee-
ded; manuals of traditional building techniques and
materials, to ensure the quality and harmony of futu-
re interventions. Such publications must explain the
main technical principles of conservation and develop
rehabilitation instruments, which could be applied by
architects and engineers responsible for projects, and
by employees of the Endowment Directorate (Awgaf),
Directorate of the Old City (DOC), and Directorate Ge-
neral of Antiquities and Museums (DGAM). Definition
of relevant terms is needed for the notion and levels
of intervention, including repair, maintenance, con-
servation, preservation, restoration, total or partial
reconstruction, replication or not, in order to advise
the local stakeholders on how to deal with the Old Ci-
ty’s heritage architecture. Raising awareness, training
schools, and capacity-building campaigns could also
be of interest to the owners and/or the users of plots
in need of restoration. A general framework shall be
developed, action programs defined, including plan-
ning and pilot projects.
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