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Introduction

The quality and beauty as well as the distinctiveness of Aleppo’s built heritage are plainly
visible to everyone walking through the streets of the old city. The facades of the numerous
monuments are, in general, charocterised by limestone masonry and ornamental stone
work. A variety of individual elements serving both structural and decorative purposes,
most notably for focade openings, have played a relatively prominent role through the
ages.

This Timeline of Selected Historical Building Facades in Aleppo highlights primarily ex-
terior facades with a particular focus on doors and windows from the Seljuk period to
modern times. The elements are chosen from 60 historical buildings including religious,
commercial and residential buildings. In some cases, it is not possible to assign a date
of construction or restoration to an element with absolute certainty. The focus is on the
presentation of a general chronological sequence. Wherever possible, specific technical
terms are avoided in the text. All pictures are selected from the collections of the Syrian
Heritage Archive Project (SHAP).

Many of these monuments were affected, damaged or destroyed, by the conflict in Syria,
the clashes of which lasted in Aleppo from 2012 to 2016; reconstruction work is ongoing.
Thus, it seems particularly important to recall and document the diversity and richness
of detail in the city’s built heritage, which give testimony to the traditional skills and com-
petence of the builders, architects and craftsmen and which contribute to Aleppo's local
identity and its position as a distinguished and beautiful city.
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One of the buildings presented here is the Ottoman Khan al-Wazir (10th century AH / 17th 0da (5l 17 /7 5,240 10 3,301) dileisll 8,580 o y36)) Ol 509 Lilwall ods dol Lin go,=

century CE): The interior gate facade (detail) with its prominent windows provides excellent Siiad Gl Dy sy Lolasall yolial] Jins Biaanll Loidlss & Jsdall LIl dgzlsll
examples of characteristic architectural elements and sub-elements that may be found in “ Laie shiol of oy Ao, W1 iledl Olamly 550 of USCio L

one way or another on many of the historical building facades in Aleppo.
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Seljuk period (5th - 6th century AH / 11th - 12th century CE)

The square minaret of the Great Umayyad Mosque (finished in 489 AH / 1096 CE), which
collopsed in 2013, was the only existing example from the Seljuk period (471-511 AH /
1078-1117 CE) in Aleppo. Besides the Citadel, it had been the hallmark of the City of Aleppo
dominating its cityscape for more than 900 years. It is regarded as a principal monument
of medieval Aleppo.

The facade design is attributed to local, century-old, pre-Islomic traditions that distinguish the
late antique school of architecture of Northwest Syria. Among the characteristic features are
a continuous moulding that crowns the window openings with three-lobed arches and a blind
arcade with colonnettes; the facade is completed by calligraphic inscription panels and bands.

Zangid period (6th century AH / 12th century CE)

Few buildings, or building parts, have survived from the Zangid period (522-579 AH / 1128-1183
CE); some of those remaining are older structures which were modified, such as al-Madrasa
al-Hallawiyya. This era stands out due to the classical trend which also marks the unique
Seljuk minaret of the Great Mosque, in addition to the emergence of some new elements.
Standing within the dense urban fabric, Zangid building facades are hardly visible in Alep-
po’s cityscape, but their decorated limestone portals provide an eye-catching feature. In
general, the Zangid entrance door is built inside a stone vaulted recess with a frontal arch,
its rectangular opening surmounted by a plain flat lintel and a relieving arch, as well as an
inscription panel or band. An exception is the free-standing facade of the ash-Shu‘aybiyya
Mosque (545 AH / 1150 CE) whose original entrance portal shows the earliest preserved
decoration using elaborately joggled stone elements.
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Seljuk period

| Minaret of the Great Umayyad
Mosque

Facade: Minaret on the northwest corner of the mosque
- view of the east and south side facing the courtyard
Date: Around 96 AH / 715 CE (mosque founded)
489 AH /1096 CE, inscription (minaret completed)
Architectural elements:
© Minaret shaft, square shape, four-tiered, with top shaft
and goallery
Sub elements:
< Cornice moulding
© Frieze with calligraphic inscription
Third tier:
© Blind arcade
= Multi-lobed arch formed by a continuous moulding
with an inner chevron border
= Half-colonnette
© Round window, multi-lobed
Fourth tier:
© Three-lobed arches, formed by a continuous moulding
with an inner dentil border
© Rectangular window
- Openwork stone screen
< Upper cornice
- Frieze with a series of small rounded arches
= Carved foliate scroll decoration

Condition: Destroyed 2013

Description:

The minaret’s characteristic decorative feature — apart from
the friezes with calligraphic (Kufic) Arabic inscriptions run-
ning along the moulded cornices that divide the 45 m long
shaft into four tiers — are the cusped mouldings; they run
continuously around the edges of the minaret’s facades to
form blind arches. Continuous as well as cusped mouldings
are attributed to local, century-old, pre-Islamic traditions
thot distinguish the late antique school of architecture of
Northwest Syria.

The square minaret type was continued in Aleppo’s mosques
until the beginning of the Mamluk period (second half of the
7th century AH / 13th century CE).

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Minaret of the Altunbugha Mosque, Minaret of
ar-Rumi Mosque, Minaret of al-Mihmandar Mosque
Ottoman: Minaret of al-Khusrawiyya Mosque

5th - 6th century AH / 11th - 12th century CE
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Zangid period

2 | Al-Hallawiyya School

Facade: Entronce portal, facing east

Date: 543 AH /1149-50 CE

(rebuilt/converted into a school)

Architectural elements:

© Lateral walls of the arched entrance recess

Sub elements:

© Frieze with three calligraphic inscription bands
Condition: Slightly domaged

Description:

Only the sides of the entrance portal with its orched recess
belong to the Zangid time. Zangid inscriptions still exist on

the sides while there is an Ottoman inscription panel above
the doorway.

Similar examples:
Ayyubid: As-Sultaniyyo Mosque (School)

6th century AH / 12th century CE
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Zangid period

3 | Bimaristan Nur ad-Din

Facade: Entronce portal, facing east
Date: Between 543 and 548 AH / 1148 and 1155 CE
Architectural elements:
© Rectangular doorway inside the entrance recess
Sub elements:
© Rectangular doorway
= Frame moulding (outer border)
= Inner border with chevrons and cusps
© Relieving arch
© Inscription panel/band
Condition: Slightly domaged
Description:
The rectongular doorway, once set in a deep and high arched recess, is
accentuated by mouldings, the inner one of which is ornamentally composed
of alternating cusps and chevrons. This is surmounted by a relieving arch

formed of four voussoir blocks indicating a monolithic block, in addition to
calligraphic inscriptions.

6th century AH / 12th century CE
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Similar examples:

Seljuk: Minaret of the Great Umayyad Mosque
Ayyubid: Mashhad al-Husayn

Mamluk: Altunbugha Mosque
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6th century AH / 12th century CE
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4 | Ash-Shu‘aybiyya Mosque (School)
Facade: Entronce, facing west

Date: 545 AH / 1150-51 CE
(rebuilt/converted into a school)

Architectural elements:

© Rectangular doorway inside the entrance porch (with a
narrowed arch opening)

Sub elements:
© Rectangular opening

- Lintel of massive joggled voussoirs (stone blocks) with
ornamental interlocking, centred design, multi-coloured

= Relieving orch of massive serrated voussoirs (stone blocks),
centred design

Condition: Rehabilitated

Description:

The door lintel inside the — nowadays partly enclosed - entrance
porch is made massive voussoirs with ornamental interlocking joints
and the relieving arch is made of massive interlocking voussoirs with
serrated edges; they are both arranged in a symmetric design.

The lintel and the relieving arch make part of the original, cross-vault-
ed porch of the madrasa building. These are the earliest examples of
a type of both structural and decorative design in Aleppo.
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Similar examples:
Ayyubid: Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel, Bimaristan Arghun
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Zangid period

5 | Al-Muqaddamiyya School

Facade: Entrance portal, facing west
Date: 564 AH / 1168-69 CE
Architectural elements:
© Entrance portal with arched recess and rectongular doorway
Sub elements:
© Entrancel recess with three-lobed frontal arch and vault
© Rectangular doorway
= Plain jambs and lintel
© Relieving arch of massive voussoirs (wedge-shaped stone blocks)
© Inscription panel
© Roundels
Condition: Infact

Description:

The three-lobed arch of the entrance portal with its three-lobed groin vault-
ed ceiling is the only one of its kind remaining in Aleppo. However, the shape
of the three-lobed arch is also found as a decorative detail, for example in
minarets. The linfel of the rectangular entrance door with a plain frame is
surmounted by a relieving arch with large voussoirs and an inscription panel.

Similar examples:
Seljuk: Minaret of the Great Umoayyod Mosque
Mamluk: Minaret of al-Mihmandar Mosque, Mausoleum Kha'irbak

6th century AH / 12th century CE
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Ayyubid period (6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century)

The Ayyubid period (579-658 AH / 1183-1260 CE) had a great impact on the architecture
of Aleppo. In general, the limestone building facades, some of which are noticeably large
and exposed to the street, remain plain. Decorations are limited to the usually deep and
high recesses of enfrance portals. Essential elements are the frontal arch, the rectangular
doorway with a flat lintel, the relieving arch, and the mugarnas (cellwork) hood, as well as
panels and bands with calligraphic inscriptions. Mouldings, os individual elements in the an-
tique tradition, are now used less. Stone muqornas and ablaq (contrasting striped stonework)
elements take root in Aleppo’s architectural tradition, becoming key architectural features in
Syria (as well as in Ayyubid Egypt).

In this respect, the accentuated portal of the Citadel’s Ayyubid Polace (between 582 and
589 AH /1186 ond 1193 CE) with its bi-colour banded ablag masonry and marble inlay par-
ticularly stands out. Another monumental portal, which represents a plain decorative style,
is the mugarnas voulted entrance portal of the al-Firdaws Madrasa (633 AH / 1235 CE).

Usually, the door and window openings of interior courtyard facades follow the same rectan-
gular design used on the exterior. The linfels of main openings are equipped with a relieving
arch, most commonly in the shape of a segmental arch. Some courtyard facades also employ
horizontal wooden tie beams.
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Ayyubid period

6 | Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel

Facade: Entronce, facing west
Date: Between 582 and 589 AH / 1186 and 1193 CE
Architectural elements:
© Ablaq portal with arched recess and rectangular doorway
© Flonking rectangular windows
Sub elements:
Portal:
© Ablag masonry, yellow limestone/black bosalt
= Upper interlace frieze with eight-fold geometric pattern, black basalt/
white marble inlay
© Entfrance recess with mugarnas (cellwork) hood
© Rectongular doorway, oblag frame, lintel of massive vertical stone
blocks over three courses of masonry
= Lintel/jombs with ornamental interlocking
= Overlaid interlace decoration, incised relief, with six-fold geometric
pattern
= Frame moulding
Window:
© Rectangular opening
= Superimposed relief block with deeply carved interlocing knot motif
Condition: Intoct

Description:

The entrance facade is built of fine limestone ashlar, its iconic portal being
of ablaq stone masonry (alternating yellow and black/limestone and basall).
The frontal arch is crowned by o horizontal panel of interloce, with white
marble inlay in block basalt, featuring an eight-fold geometric pattern.
Jambs and lintel of the doorway ore designed with decorative interlocking,
the voussoir blocks of the lintel stretching over three masonry courses. This
door frame is overlaid with finely incised interlace featuring a six-fold ge-
ometric pattern, the outlines of which are being followed by the edges of the
light and dark courses. The entfrance recess ends in a scalloped holf-dome;
the transition is made by four tiers of large mugarnas cells.

The portal is flanked by two rectangular window openings, each of which
is surmounted by o stone block with a deeply carved interlacing knot motif.
detail, for example for minarets. The lintel of the rectangular entrance door
with a plain frome is surmounted by a relieving arch with large voussoirs
and an inscription panel.

Similar examples:

Zangid: Ash-Shu‘aybiyyo Mosque (School)
Ayyubid: Bimaristan Arghun

6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century CE

813-12/ .27 -6 g)dll

¥

diigaVl ayiall

Crug.llll dalall . I
Gyall olxily (Joae cdmalg
2 1193 51186/ » 589 5 582 o raylill

:dj)laeon ynolic

it s shide g2l me GLYI ge Ll ©
Sl GBISL ©

:dic)a yolic
s
sl Lils shyio LulS )l (LY Byloe slul ©
135 8ylnony dasas iled pymet) dwaiah) B3 (0 $sle aihs -
daley slags &b
Olaiiell s g0 48 Chad go Sk Jous ©
utan desedll Byl o dLS o UiSlug 3T b 5 Ldats OL ©
sLdl e Bodo &Y glasyl Lle
iSolizeg 8yy30 Jolies bl Gle 48,55 me (blolass oSl =
Loalaad! pozill o dwdion blodY Bloedd] prhaw e 8ygdmme 48,55
Gluie L o) =
B38L
Adrtus dos ©
Ais S Gle dSolias 8,55 me Gasmy dgoria digle dog) ©

FODRET.VIENT

sangll

o Al dlsl odins dosmis Bisoria ALl lonony dgls)l e 3

cladly slydall sl Blaodl 0sl3) GroVl BLYI e Jlie Jas]

s Aslute 28,53) LT dog) aund] gusill s (shogud L5

659;..]1 oo b v Unes ng.a.' bg.a:}'l il panyl flp)ll.\ Ml pres)|

RN

L3 w doy=in Juolis &a D).uS oﬂam aSludly uu| uJLoa& Caond

uu‘ JU:‘ t..s)y) CvLA.A.” R dsm NG d}b ‘:15- 44 S" J.n:ﬂ| o)lmp J.S

d.«.le.w (‘9"-’ u‘gfg EIESRVY (o.mLaJ 3ylxd) Sl d.Agz,u Digdie Cuoy
ASIWlg ds3la)) elid) 8yloe Lol Ol y3e) Lol boshasd] mat

§:)| dhulgs JEBYI ¢ ST} dB8uo dd hal Y Jsasdl Olyse 51:.)

1 8yS Ol iedl WS e Olids

88,53) e LS Lagio S sl slildatone OBIEL Ui ol ok Lle

AS.:L.“JA e JSis G 0)5nm

:daglibio dlial
Lszid) M)JA ! gal> 'Lﬂ-s-JJ
Qs.C)l Ol yloas -Ung.Jl

Timeline of Selected Historical Building Facades in Aleppo < «tla 4 diiijlill iliall yoéliinalailgl sinjdgaa <& 15 |99



Ayyubid period

6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century CE

diigaVl ayiall

7 | Ayyubid portal of the Bimaristan Arghun (@

Facade: Entronce, facing west

Date: Portal of the Ayyubid predecessor building

(bimaristan founded 755 AH / 1354 CE, portal inscription)
Architectural elements:

© Entfrance portal with arched recess and rectongular doorway

Sub elements:
© Entfrance recess with mugarnos (cellwork) hood
© Rectongulor doorway
= Ablaq lintel/jambs, yellow/black, with ornamental interlocking
- Lintel of massive stone blocks over three courses of masonry with
overlaid interlace decoration, incised relief, six-fold geometric
pattern
= Frame moulding
© Frieze with inscription bands
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
The street facade is built of fine limestone ashlar. Inside the entrance recess
is a rectangular door opening framed by oblag masonry (alternating yellow
and black stones), the high lintel overlaid with incised interlace featuring a
six-fold geometric pattern. Above and on both adjacent wall sides runs an
inscription frieze that refers to the foundation of the bimaristan.
This portal has strong similarities to the one of the Ayyubid Paloce of the
Citadel.

Similar examples:
Zangid: Ash-Shu‘aybiyya Mosque
Ayyubid: Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel
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Ayyubid period

8 | Ash-Shadhbakhtiyya School
(Shaykh Ma‘ruf Mosque)

Facade: Enfrance portal, facing north
Date: 589 AH /1193 CE, inscription
Architectural elements:
© Entrance portal with rectangular doorwayy
Sub elements:
© Entrance recess with mugarnas (cellwork) hood
© Rectangular doorway

= Plain frame
© Monolithic relieving arch

= Inscription roundel and panel
Condition: Only the portal remains; the rest of the building is destroyed
Description:
Except for the portal, the facade of the building is not visible. The doorway is inside
arecess built of limestone, the rectangle opening surmounted by a linfel, its relieving
arch made from a'single stone; it bears an inscription field. To the sides, both corners
bear a mugarnas squinch and, above this, two staggered rows of mugarnas cells
present a smooth transition up to the small scalloped half-dome.
This is the earliest dated mugarnas hood in Aleppo. Its individual mugarnas
cells are made out of stone, a construction method in correspondence with the
regional sfone architecture.

Similar examples:
Ayyubid: Khanqah al-Farafira

6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century CE
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Ayyubid period

9 | Mashhad al-Husayn

Facade: Entrance, facing east
Date: ca. 594 AH / 1197-98 CE

Architectural elements:
< Entrance portal with arched recess with stairs and rectangular doorway
© Flonking rectangular windows
Sub elements:
Portal:
< Entrance recess with muqgarnos (cellwork) vaulting and frontal chevron
arch
« Facetted arch frame with chevrons and cusps in ablag style, yellow
limestone/black basalt, and dentil border
= Upper frieze with inscription band
© Rectongulor doorway
= Plain lintel
© Inscription panel framed with an interlacing band
© Cornice with a cusped moulding
Window:
© Rectangular opening, grilled
= Lintel and relieving arch
Condition: Intoct
Description:
The lorge-scale focade is built of fine limestone ashlor and has a particu-
larly high entrance portal. The chevroned arch features facetted bands with
chevrons and cusps of alternating limestone and black stone and a dentil
border. The portal structure is crowned by a frieze with an inscription. Inside
the recess, the rectangulor doorway is surmounted by an inscription panel
broadly framed by an interlacing band; above this runs a small cornice. In
the upper rear part, the vaulting is with mugarnas (cellwork).
Located on Mount Jawshan outside Aleppo’s city walls, this portal was in-
tended to be seen from far away. It can be considered the most elaborate
one from the Ayyubid era besides the iconic ablaq portal of the Citadel’s
Ayyubid Palace.

6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century CE

Similar examples:
Ayyubid: Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel

813-12/ .27 -6 g)dll

diigaVl ayiall

RTEPY-PY
Gl olzily Jue :dmalg
¢ 1198-1197 / » 594 Jls= taylill
:ijjlaga yolic
Jiaitus ©lg %9 Shide &7|)3 & Jeaddl bl ©
s ole Bl ©
dicya yolic
FUCRVY

baiy Olus g doymie Bl mo pohaudl Bousin Blgou (wgd Hlb]

s 5bl3 esloge Lilg shao dulS bylao (3LY)

QS b b o gsle Aib ©
dibtas CL ©

by aSLa -
Johaze (3,55 sy 8yl 43881 LS dog) ©
s Hlb) & b ©
2331
k:,.'am cw: & PINE Y ot doud ©

Fle pwsdy Sl -
eale AN
sqangll
Jode 2l lyieds Bgoiall dewdSIN 8yladl (o dosedl] dgalgll 0dn Gugd
sl enndls Dol
oo Olbass 9 Oloyss me dustie pohud dbysl pushll Olo = 3
3 Sl oy yb 3y S el3gudly deadSJl eland] dyslisal] 3yloesd)
ooy St Ul Sl Jo ol s (S 3 e ity Ul el 53
AiSUd glwyg sdlslazedl Byls3l oo parse o35 ydo bl uJLASQQJ

Sl il s go 858 (o 55 el LA solsll 32l o

®|WJJ&JQA@5)@~JDWLJ$M@MIOJ@J».LAJ|MMJ
Joaall 1 liis) 5529 deaadl] Ly sell gl ol ool e e g
sl yadll Jous) BLEWL (ol yasdl (a L,55 Joluall idl 5o
@l.\l” dhaiy jeolly dsldl) vs

:dagliio dlial
sVl dsla)l pad 2dnigal

Timeline of Selected Historical Building Facades in Aleppo € wtla 6 Gfijjlill Liliall go éjliin alazlgl sinjdgas O 18|99



Ayyubid period

10 | Az-Zahiriyya School (o

Facade: Exterior: Enfrance, facing north
Interior courtyard: West side

Date: 610 AH /1213 CE

Architectural elements:
< Entrance portal with arched recess and rectangular doorway (front facade)
© Rectangular door/window (courtyard facade)

Sub elements:
Portal:
© High entrance recess with pointed frontal arch and mugarnas (cellwork)
hood
= Arch with interlace decoration, incised relief, six-fold geometric pattern
© Rectangular doorway
= Plain lintel, relieving margin and three vertical stones topped by a
large horizontal stone block
Door/window:
© Rectangular opening
= Plain lintel with relieving arch

Condition: Damaged

Description:

The large-scale street facade of this free-standing building, once outside the
city walls, is built of fine limestone ashlar. The elevation of the monumental
portal with frontal arch is higher than that of the facade. Inside the entrance
recess, the rectongular doorway with a plain lintel is topped by three vertical
stones as well as one large horizontal stone block. The vaulting is made by
three tiers of large muqarnas cells and ends in a small half-dome.

The doors and windows of the lateral courtyord focade are rectongular and
plain, the lintels of the doors in the lower zone are topped by relieving arches.

Similar examples:
Ayyubid: Al-Firdaws School, Khangah al-Farafira

6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century CE
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Ayyubid period

11 | As-Sultaniyya Mosque (School)

Facade: Enfrance, facing north
Date: 620 AH /1223 CE, inscriptions
Architectural elements:
© Entrance portal with arched recess and rectangular doorway
Sub elements:
© Enfrance recess with pointed frontal arch, voult
© Rectangular doorway
« Plain frame
< Inscription frieze with three bands

Condition: The building is destroyed except for the portal and the
Mamluk minaret

Description:

A plain building focade made of limestone ashlar. The doorway is con-
structed in a vaulted recess, the door opening being rectangular and sur-

mounted by a broad inscription band stretching over the walls.

6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century CE

Similar examples:
Zangid: Al-Hallawiyya School
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Ayyubid period

12 | Al-Firdaws School

Facade: Entronce, facing west
Date: 633 AH /1235 CE, foundation inscription
Architectural elements:
< Entrance portal with arched recess and rectangulor doorway
Sub elements:
© Frontal arch
« Upper cornice
© Inscription frieze
© Entfrance recess with mugarnas (cellwork) hood
© Rectangular doorway
= Plain lintel, relieving margin and three vertical stones over three
courses of masonry
Condition: Domaged

Description:

The large-scale limestone facade is plain except for the frontal arch
and a continuous inscription frieze. The rectangular door opening in-
side the recess is surmounted by three long, vertical stones and the
high inscription band. The mugarnas vaulting is fopped by a scalloped
half-dome.

This austere and impressive free-standing building, once outside the city
walls, is Aleppo’s largest and most famous Ayyubid school (madrasa).

Similar examples:
Ayyubid: Az-Zahiriyya School

6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century CE
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6th - 7th century AH / 12th - 13th century CE
A13-12/.-a 7 - 6 g4l
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Ayyubid period

13 | Khanqah al-Farafira

Facade: Exterior: Enfrance, facing north
Interior courtyard: West (and east) side

Date: 635 AH /1237 CE
Architectural elements:
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< Entrance portal with arched recess and rectangular doorway (front facade)
© Rectangular door (courtyard facade)
Sub elements:
Portal:
© Entfrance recess with mugarnas (cellwork) hood
= Half-dome with interlace decoration, incised relief, with six-fold
geometric pattern
© Rectangular doorway, ploin frame
© Stone block with inscription panel

Door: RS i gy doly s O
© Rectangular door b
= Wooden tie beam Jubtus L ©
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= Plain lintel and relieving arch
Condition: Rehabilitated

Description:

The relatively small-dimensioned portal opens in the limestone facade with
a recess, whose base level lies below the present street level. The rectan-
gular doorway is surmounted by a rectangular stone block with inscription
panel, two tiers of large mugarnas cells and a small half-dome with an
incised geometric pattern.

The rectangular door openings in the lateral courtyard focade are spanned
by a continuous wooden tie beam right below the lintels, which are topped
by relieving arches.
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Similar examples:
Ayyubid: Ash-Shadhbakhtiyya School
Mamluk: Bimaristan Arghun
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(slightly undercut along part of its base), and panels with carved geometric ornaments for the openings.
The niches have mugarnas (cellwork) cornices and frames formed by a pair of engaged colonnettes and
facetted mugarnas plates as well as a dentil border. This is completed with various forms of inscription
ponels including decorative roundels and squares; other typical elements are Mamluk emblems.
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architecture in Aleppo; this iwan is attributed to the lost Azdomur Palace (AH 9th / 15th CE century).
However, it can be assumed that the standard decor elements of Mamluk facades were continued in
the courtyard houses of Aleppo during the Ottoman era (see “Ottoman period ~ Courtyard facades of
traditional houses and churches”).
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Mamluk period

14 | Altunbugha Mosque

Facade: Minaret on the northwest corner of the mosque - view of the west side
Date: 718 AH /131819 CE

Architectural elements:
© Minaret shaft, octagonal shape, three-tiered, with top shaft and balcony

Sub elements:
© Mugarnas (cellwork) frieze/cornice
< Blind rectangular window (upper tier)

- Lintel and relieving arch

= Frame with chevrons and cusps
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
A large main facade (west) built of limestone with a high portal and minaret.
The plain minaret has an eight-sided shaft which is divided by mugarnas
friezes into three tiers; the upper tier has a blind window on each side. The
rectangular windows are topped by relieving arches and framed with chev-
rons and cusps (similar to the doorway of the Bimaristan an-Nuri). The upper
cornice supports the balcony with mugarnas. The minaret’s top shaft and the
balcony are covered by a wooden canopy.
The Altunbugha Mosque’s minaret is the first octagonal Mamluk minaret that
was built in Aleppo.

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Similar examples:

Seljuk: Minaret of the Great Umayyad Mosque
Zangid: Bimaristan Nur ad-Din

Mamluk: Minaret of ar-Rumi Mosque, Minaret of
al-Mihmandar Mosque

Ottoman: Minaret of al-Khusrawiyya Mosque
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Mamluk period

15 | Ar-Rumi Mosque

Facade: Entronce, facing north
Minaret on the northeast corner — view of the east side

Date: Around 769 AH /1367 CE, portal inscription (construction)

927 AH /1521 CE portal inscription (restoration)

Architectural elements:

© Enfrance portal with arched recess and rectangulor ablag doorway
© Minaret shaft, cylindrical shape, four-tiered, with domed top shaft and

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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© Rectangular doorway ot OL ©
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= Plain yellow lintel ol s UGSl
© Stone block with inscription cartouche Gishys Geud (AUS 18 me dols oo O
< Inscription panel S g dog) ©

© Relief roundels

Minaret:

© Vorious friezes/mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
© Relief roundel (third tier)

© Rectangular window (upper tier)
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= Frame moulding Oluds 3L 5] =
Condition: Restored pare LRI
Description: :angll

A limestone facade with a high, mugarnas vaulted entrance recess. The rec-
tangular doorway is in ablag style, its lintel is surmounted by two inscription
panels; flanked by ornamented roundels.

The plain minaret has a cylindrical shaft, which is divided by three different
friezes into four tiers; the upper tier has four rectangular windows with frame
mouldings. The upper cornice is with rows of mugarnas. The minaret’s fop
shaft is covered by a small dome, the balcony by a canopy.
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Similar examples:

Seljuk: Minaret of the Great Umayyad Mosque

Mamluk: Minaret of the Altunbugha Mosque, Minaret of al-Mihmandar
Mosque

Ottoman: Minaret of al-Khusrawiyya Mosque
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Mamluk period

16 | Al-Mihmandar Mosque

Facade: Minaret on the southwest corner - view of the southwest side
Date: Mid AH 8th / 14th CE century

Architectural elements:
© Minaret shaft, cylindrical shope, two-tiered with octagonal transition
zone and top gallery
Sub elements:
Portal:
© Blind arcade (transition zone)
« Three-lobed blind arch with circular apex loop formed by a moulding
with flat border on the inner side of the arch
© Frieze/cornice moulding
© Profile ribs
= Flutes (lower section)
= Chevrons (upper section)

Condition: Destroyed

Description:

The extraordinarily ornamented minaret has a cylindrical shoft rising on an
octagonal transition zone while the transition from the square base to an
octagonal ground plon is made by triongulor pyramids; it is fopped by a
canopied gollery. The decor of the octagonal section consists of three-lobed
blind arches formed by a moulding, each with a characteristic circular loop
at the apex, while the shaft’s lower tier is covered by fluted ribs, the upper
one by chevroned ribs.

The rib decoration is influenced by Seljuk designs. On a smaller scale, it is
being used particularly as o decorative element for Mamluk minarets (for
example, the minaret of the as-Saffahiyya Mosque).

Similar examples:

Seljuk: Minaret of the Great Umayyad Mosque

Mamluk: Minoret of the Altunbugha Mosque, Minaret of ar-Rumi Mosque
Ottoman: Minaret of al-Khusrawiyyo Mosque

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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17 | Bimaristan Arghun al-Kamili

Facade: East porch of the main courtyard, north and south section
Date: 755 AH /1354-55 CE portal inscription (foundation)
Architectural elements:
< Rectangular doors
© Rectangular window
Sub elements:
< Plain rectangular door
= Flat lintel and relieving arch
© Multi-coloured rectangular door and window, ablag style
= Jambs, black/yellow (window)
= Plain flat lintel, yellow
© Monolithic stone block with joggled inlay of stone and marble, centrally
set, black/white
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
Most of the bimaristan’s interior limestone focade windows follow the design
of Zangid-Ayyubid rectangular openings, the lintels of which are surmounted
by relieving arches.
A few doors and windows show ablaq style features: their lintels are sur-
mounted by a large elaborately decorated monolithic stone with centrally
arranged joggled stone and marble inlay in block and white.

Similar examples:

Zangid: Ash-Shu‘aybiyya Mosque

Ayyubid: Mashhad al-Husayn, Az-Zahiriyyo School, Khongah al-Faraofira
Mamluk: As-Saffahiyya Mosque

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

18 | As-Sakakini (Ashigtimur) Mosque
Facade: Entrance, facing south
Date: 773 AH /1371-72 CE, portal inscription
Architectural elements:
© High arched entrance recess with rectangular (arched) ablag doorway
© Rectangular ablag window in o shallow niche
Sub elements:
Portal:
< Frontal arch
= Moulded rectangular outer frame
© Arched doorway with yellow/black oblaqg jambs
< Inscription cartouches
© Half-dome on mugarnas (cellwork) squinches
Recessed window:
<© Rectangulor opening, grilled
= Ablaq jambs, yellow/black
« Plain lintel, yellow

= Course with joggled stone inlay, slightly undercut, centred wavy slabs,
yellow/black/white
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice

Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

The facade is mode of limestone; it has an ornamented portal and ornament-
ed windows. The entrance recess ends in a half-dome resting on muqgarnas
squinches. Originally, the doorway was rectangular as evident from the in-
scription cartouche above.

The windows are set in shallow vertical niches capped with a mugarnas cornice.
The rectongular openings have ablaqg jombs and a plain yellow lintel. Above
this, a three-coloured stone course with joggled stone inlay.

The as-Sakakini (Ashigtimur) Mosque is the first Mamluk mosque in Aleppo
whose long street facade is decorated by window-pierced shallow niches. The
three-coloured joggled stone course above the lintel, slightly undercut along
the middle part of its base, is reminiscent of relieving arches with multi-coloured
joggled voussoir blocks. Such window niches became a characteristic feature
of Aleppo’s building facades; they appear on the Mamluk buildings in more
or less elaborate styles.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sarawi Mosque, Utrush Mosque, Ad-Daroj Mosque, Throne
Hall of the Citadel, As-Saffahiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-
Sabun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kha'irbak, As-So‘idiyya School
Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyyo Mosque,
Ash-Sha'baniyya School, Khan al-Wazir, Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya
Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of
Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda
Sholhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

19 | As-Sarawi Mosque

Facade: Enfrance, west (south portal of the long street facade)
Date: 780 AH /1378-79 CE portol inscription
Architectural elements:
© Arched entrance recess (narrowed) with rectongular ablag doorway
© Rectangular ablag window in a shollow niche
Sub elements:
Portal:
< Pointed chevron arch, high rectangular outer frame
© Rectangular doorway
= Ablaqg frame, yellow/block
= Course with joggled inlay of stone/marble, slightly undercut, centred
trefoil flowers, black/white
< Inscription cartouche
© Three courses of ablaq with a central roundel with joggled inlay
© Radially fluted pointed lunette (arched field)
Recessed window:
© Rectangulor opening
= Ablag jambs, yellow/black
= Lintel with inscription cartouche
= Course with joggled stone inlay, centred wavy slabs, block/white
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice

Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

A facade with decorated windows and a gateway. The original entrance recess
has o pointed frontal chevron arch and a rectangular door opening. The door
is built with ablog jambs and a plain yellow lintel. This is followed by a course
with joggled stone inlay in black ond white, a lorge inscription panel, three
strips of black and white ablag with a central roundel of joggled inlay, ond @
small cornice with relief motifs as well as a radially fluted lunette; the joggled
sfonework is in complex designs.

The window also features ablaq elements. It is constructed inside a flat niche
capped with a mugarnas cornice.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, Utrush Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne
Hall of the Citadel, As-Saffahiyyo Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-
Sabun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kha'irbak, As-Sa‘idiyya School
Ottoman: At-Towashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque,
Ash-Sha‘baniyya School, Khan al-Wazir, Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya
Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commerciol Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of
Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda
Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

20 | Utrush Mosque

Facade: Entrance, west

Date: 801-02 AH / 1399-1400 CE, inscription (west facade)

811-812 AH / 1409-1410 CE, inscription (completion)

Architectural elements:

© High entrance portal with arched recess and rectangulor ablag doorway
© Rectangular ablag window in a shallow niche

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
816 -13 /-2 10 - 7 g,4all
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Mamluk period

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE

0816 -13 /.2 10 - 7 g4l
20 | Utrush Mosque

Sub elements:
Portal:
< Frontal pointed arch
- Facetted frame with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plates
« Inner chevron arch/outer chevron border
« Rectangular dentil frame border
© Rectangular doorway
= Ablag fraome, yellow/black
= Course with joggled stone and marble inlay, slightly undercut, centred wavy slabs, yellow/black/white
* Yellow top course with inscription cartouche
< Inscription panel, moulded frame
© Half-dome on mugarnas (cellwork) squinches
Recessed windows:
© Rectangular main window, grilled
= Ablag frome, yellow/black
= Course with joggled stone inlay, slightly undercut, centred wavy slabs, yellow/black
< Top frieze with interlace carved in relief, geometric pattern
© Superimposed small arched window with arrowslit opening
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
© Facetted outer frome with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plates
= Dentil border (north section)/Dentil border with a crowning arch (south section)
= Pair of twisted or chevroned colonnettes, engaged
Condition: Restored
Description:
The long and high west facade is opened by the portal’s high-rising pointed arch framed by a double row of
facetted muqgarnas plates, as well as six rectangular windows with small arched windows axially above.
The main window openings occupy the lower zone of shallow vertical, nearly wall-high niches. The window
frame is made of black and yellow stone masonry (ablag) with a plain yellow lintel, surmounted by a course with
joggled inlay of the same colours as well as a top frieze with geometric interlace pattern carved in relief. The
window niche’s lower half is framed by a pair of twisted or chevroned colonnettes, its upper half by a facetted
frame of double mugarnas plates and a dentil moulding; it is capped with a mugarnas cornice.
The facade of the Utrush Mosque is the largest and most elaborate Mamluk street facade featuring windows
set in shallow vertical niches in Aleppo.
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Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of the Citadel,
As-Saffohiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-Sabun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kha'irbak,
As-Sa'idiyya School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, Ash-Sha'baniyya School, Khan
al-Wazir, Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood, Rajob Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
0816 -13 /.2 10 - 7 y,4ll

Mamluk period

disglaall diall

21 | Ad-Daraj Mosque ajll gala| 21
Facade: Entrance, facing west Oyl azlgy Jsae iaalg
Date: After 802 AH /1400 CE ¢ 1400 /5 802 axy s34yl
Architectural elements: :ijjlaga yolic
© Entrance portal with arched recess and rectangular ablag doorway Jebatucs 3T Gl 8,3 8,la8 mo dilgy Jae ©
© Pair of rectongulor plain windows dhcecd) dldaiunll W19l o g9 ©
< Pair of rectangular ablog windows in high shallow niches B Jomod Olyme o WY bty dibtall Blsil o 7oy ©
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Mamluk period

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE

disglaall diall

21 | Ad-Daraj Mosque

Sub elements:
Portal:
< Frontal pointed arch
© Rectangular doorway with ablaq jambs, yellow/black
= Plain lintel, yellow
= Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, slightly undercut, centred wavy slabs, yellow/black/white
< Inscription panel
© Radially fluted pointed lunette (arched field)
Recessed window pair:
© Rectangular grilled window with superimposed small arched window with arrowslit opening
= Ablag jambs, yellow/black
= Plain lintel, yellow
= Course with joggled stone inlay, slightly undercut, wavy slabs/keystone with trefoil ornamentation in
yellow/black
© Top frieze with geometric interlace, eight-fold pattern, carved in relief
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
© Facetted frame with double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plotes
= Dentil border
= Pair of twisted colonnettes, engaged
Plain window pair:
© Rectangular window opening
= Lintel and flat relieving arch with joggled keystone
Condition: Intoct
Description:
A facade with an ornamented entrance portal and two types of windows.
The entrance recess has a fronfal pointed arch, the doorway is a rectangular opening with ablag jambs, its yellow lintel
surmounted by a three-coloured course with joggled stone and marble inlay featuring wavy slabs; all topped by a radially
fluted lunette. The recessed ablag window next to the portal also shows joggled decoration in yellow, black and white.
The two plain rectangular windows between portal and mausoleum each feature a lintel surmounted by a flot relieving
arch with a joggled keystone.
Featuring facetted frames and small arched upper windows, the shallow vertical niches of the mausoleum’s high facade
closely follow the design of those accentuating the Utrush Mosque's sumptuous street focade. The ablag window's
joggled stonework, slightly undercut above the lintel, shows an ornamented keystone with trefoils in black and yellow.
The upper frieze, carved in relief, presents an eight-fold geometric inferlace pattern.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, Utrush Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Throne Hall of the Citadel,
As-Saffahiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-Sabun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kha'irbak,
As-Sa'idiyya School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, Ash-Sha'baniyya School, Khan
al-Wozir, Takiyya of the Mawlowiyya Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
816 -13 /-2 10 - 7 gall

Mamluk period

disglaall diall

22a | Throne Hall of the Citadel - ceremonial window diaw) Aali - deldll wa yhyell dcld | | 22
Facade: Front (city side), facing south N Goied) olexils (disad) olovily) dislel :Gamalg

Date: 820 AH /1417 CE, inscription (completion)
877 AH / 1472-73 CE, inscription (restoration)
Architectural elements:

© Rectangular ablag window in a shallow niche,
superimposed small arched window
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Sub elements:
© Rectangular window, iron grille with a six-fold pattern
= Ablaqg frame, yellow/black

= Black top course, slightly undercut, with joggled inlay of white
marble, central pair of mirrored trefoil flowers

© Relief knot cartouche, fripartite interlaced band pattern based on a
square
= Plaited colonnettes, engaged

© Small arched window with arrowslit opening

© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice

< Outer dentil frame

Condition: Slightly domaged
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Mamluk period

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE

22a | Throne Hall of the Citadel - ceremonial window

Description:

The ceremonial window in the centre of the front facade of the Throne Hall (Qa‘at al-‘Arsh) on top of the Citadel’s
massive gate tower represents the culmination of a series of recessed windows set in shallow vertical niches. Precur-
sors of this facade element were introduced during the second half of the 14th century in Aleppo, following the style
of elaborate street focades in the Mamluk capital Cairo. Around 1400, such window recesses became a common
and widely used feature in Aleppo’s building facades; since then, they belong to the standard elements of the local
architectural repertoire.

Individual elements such as the yellow and black striped masonry (ablag) and, above the lintel, the decorative course with
joggled marble inlay in black and white are typical features. The central pair of trefoil flowers make this course a par-
ticulorly striking element. Engaged colonnettes consisting of plaited stronds frame both sides of the window. Horizontally,
stretched between the capitals, is a knot cartouche in relief, its tripartite interlaced band pattern based on a square. Usually,
this top element of an ablag window is designed os a carved panel or frieze, whereby the geometric interlace ornament
is only slightly raised. It is surmounted by o small arched window. As usual, the niche is capped with @ mugarnas cornice.
The iconic design encompasses a machicolation, a particular feature of fortification architecture, which is also circum-
scribed by the niche’s outer dentil frome moulding.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, Utrush Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque,
As-Saffahiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-Sabun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Khao'irbak,
As-Sa'idiyya School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, Ash-Sha'baniyya School, Khan
al-Wazir, Takiyyo of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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Mamluk period

22b | Throne Hall of the Citadel - entrance portal

Facade: Entrance (courtyard side), facing north

Date: 820 AH /1417 CE, inscription (completion)

877 AH / 1472-73 CE, inscription (restoration)

Architectural elements:

© Entfrance portal with arched recess and rectongular doorway in ablag
masonry

Sub elements:

© Frontal arch with stepped ablag, black/yellow
= Moulded rectangular outer frame, yellow

© Rectangular doorway

© String course with joggled marble inlay, black/white
= Trefoils above the lintel
- Wavy slabs on the side wallls

< Inscription frieze

© Four courses of ablag with central roundel, joggled stone inlay, yellow/
black

© Mugarnas (cellwork) hood

Condition: Intoct

Description:

A deep and high portal with a frontal pointed arch and rectangular doorway,
allin yellow and black ablog masonry except for the mugarnas hood. Above
the lintel lies a joggled string course with interlocking trefoil flowers in black
and white, surmounted by a roundel with joggled stone inlay.

Similar examples:
Mamluk: As-Sarawi Mosque, As-Saffahiyya Mosque

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE

disglaall diall

23 | Ala’ Tower

Facade: Front, facing south
Date: 821 AH /1418 CE
Architectural elements:
< Arched niche with a rectangular opening
Sub elements:
© Moulded outer arch frame with looped ends
< Steep frontal arch
© Chevroned colonnettes, engaged
© Rectangular grilled opening
= Linfel with inscription cartouche
= Course with joggled voussoir (stone block) carvings in wavy shapes, slightly undercut
© Mugarnas (cellwork) hood

Condition: Damaged

Description:

A defence tower at the city wall with a recessed arched niche in the centre of the front facade. It features
a rectangular opening with a flat lintel with inscription cartouche, surmounted by a course with joggled
voussoir carvings in a wavy, bi-coloured style; the steep mugarnas hood is reminiscent of that of a portal
niche. lts front is laterally framed by a pair of chevroned colonnettes and crowned by a wide arch moulding
with looped ends.

0816 -13 /.2 10 - 7 y,4ll

Similar examples:
Mamluk: Throne Hall of the Citadel

~
\54

Nau| 23
Goizdl azlyd dielel :dmalg
¢ 1418/ » 821 :aylill
:djjlaea jolic
Wntuns BISL mo S5l atda Olyome ©
:dlcyd yolic
Gl IS Gle Budsy ot zols ke g k] ©
Gz gadie wsd @
Olgans §y550 9 Oleda Ologes ©
b zo dldatue 3386 dous O
i UbshyS (e (i) ge iSLw ©
SL‘:B dolin @ JSCis Bgouin (Ol )3e) didmal) 8yloxsdl (o Cio
Slas,dell o 48 Chas ©
spate s@llall
sangll
Al Byloeg Olyy5adl (o o S glsg diighys o L:,Jl.“S g W Sl & Alnin dody 5I8WI juas
o all lyons Sy 6,535 ol 01 guozs (s, iall 3 dptia 8585 olowadl 5o sl <Olrsats 8,550
se ot e ousd Golall sl b5 (Ol dipsall Baasdl o 53 dusldl dglyl Cilgz ol o3
Wl US bl b Bade me

:dmgliia dlial
d=la)l § gi,=)l dsl3 snSglaa

© 37199

Timeline of Selected Historical Building Facades in Aleppo < «tla 4 diiijlill iliall yoé&liin alaalgl sinjJgaa



Mamluk period

24 | As-Saffahiyya Mosque

Facade: Entronce, facing north

Side facade, facing east

Date: 828 AH /1424-25 CE, portal inscription
Architectural elements:

© High entrance portal with arched recess and rectangular doorway in
ablog masonry
© Rectangular ablag window in a shallow niche

Sub elements:
Portal:
© Frontol arch with stepped ablag masonry, yellow/black
© Rectangular doorway
= Lintel over three courses of masonry with chevron voussoirs (stone
blocks), yellow/black/lateral blocks with a centred trefoil motif
< Inscription cortouche
< Three courses of ablag with central roundel, stone inlay with joggled
trefoil motif, yellow/black
© Mugarnas (cellwork) hood
Recessed windows:
© Rectangular grilled window with ablag jambs, yellow/black
= Plain lintel, yellow
= Course with joggled stone inlay, wavy slobs/black keystone or
chevron slabs/white marble keystone
© Stone block with interlace relief panel, geometric pattern
Condition: Restored
Description:
The high, mugarnas vaulted entrance recess with frontal arch is entirely built
in yellow and black ablag masonry. The doorway’s lintel with its decorative
bi-coloured chevron voussoirs vertically stretches over three courses of ma-
sonry. The shape is reminiscent of Zangid-Ayyubid lintels.
Two rectangular grilled windows with ablag jambs lie inside shallow vertical
niches. Above the plain yellow lintel is a course with joggled inlay surmount-
ed by a panel with geometric interlace carved in relief.
The mosque facades show various restoration measures.

Similar examples:

Portal:

Zangid: Ash-Shu‘aybiyya Mosque

Ayyubid: Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel, Bimaristan Arghun
Mamluk: As-Sarawi Mosque, Throne Hall of the Citadel

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

25 | Mausoleum Ughulbak

Facade: Front, facing west

Date: 881 AH / 1476-77 CE, inscriptions
Architectural elements:

© Pair of rectangular ablag windows in shallow niches
Sub elements:

© Rectangular window with openwork stone screen, geometric pattern of
interloced bands with border frame carved in relief

= Ablag jombs, yellow/black
= Plain lintel, yellow
= Course with joggled inlay, slightly undercut, wavy slabs, yellow/black/
white marble keystone
< Panel with interlace carved in relief, eight-fold geometric pattern
= Loteral interlace plaits carved in relief
< Inscription cartouche
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
© Pair of ploited colonnettes, engoged
© Facetted frame with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plates
= Dentil border with looped ends
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
The mausoleum’s street facade represents the Mamluk trend of elaborately
decorated windows, in this case including openwork stone screens with ge-
ometric interlace bands instead of iron grills inside the openings.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakokini Mosque, Utrush Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque,
Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of the Citadel, As-Saffohiyya Mosque,
Khan os-Sabun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kha'irbok, As-Sa‘idiyya
School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque,
Ash-Sha'baniyya School, Khan ol-Wazir, Tokiyya of the Mawlawiyya
Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank
of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir Building, George Salim and
Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

26 |Ughulbak (Bab al-Ahmar) Mosque

Facade: Entrance, facing southwest

Date: 885 AH /1480-81 CE, portal inscription

Architectural elements:

© Entrance portal with arched recess and rectongular doorway

© Rectongulor side window with superimposed interlace relief panel
Sub elements:

Portal:

© Frontal pointed arch with raised fleur-de-lis (stylised lily flower) bands
carved in relief

© Rectangular doorway
= Plain lintel
= Top frieze of fleurs-de-lis (stylised lily flowers), incised relief
< Inscription cartouche
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
© Pointed lunette (arched panel) with floriate scrollwork, with fleur-de-lis
(stylised lily flower) motif, carved in relief
= Border band with protruding rosettes
= Arch border with Floriated Kufic inscription
Window:
© Rectangular grilled window
= Lintel with inscription bands
« Panel with interloce, six-fold geometric pattern, carved in relief
Condition: Restored

Description:

An arched portal recess with a rectangular doorway topped by an inscrip-
tion cartouche and a lunette with interlacing floriate scrollwork carved in
relief; ornamented with a variety of fleur-de-lis mofifs.

A rectangular grilled side window, its lintel with an inscription, is surmounted
by a panel with geometric interlace with six-pointed stars and small rosettes
carved in relief.

Similar examples:

Window with geometric interlace relief panel:
Ayyubid: Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel

Mamluk: As-Sa‘idiyya School

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

27 | Khan Qurtbak

Facade: Inferior courtyard: lwan (open hall, closed) on the south side of
the main courtyard

Date: Between ca. 1485 and 1493 CE,
Mamluk iwan of the Ottoman khan
Architectural elements:
© Rectongulor oblag windows in a shallow niche (ground floor/upper
floor)
Sub elements:
© Pair of rectangular grilled windows, vertically superimposed
= Ablag jombs, black/yellow
= Ablag sill with joggled stonework, yellow/black
= Plain lintel, yellow

= Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, slightly undercut, wavy slabs,
yellow/block/white

= White marble keystone (lower window)
© Panel with geometric interlace, six-fold pattern, carved in relief (lower

window)

- Lateral inferlace plaits
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice (upper window)
© Facetted frame with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plates

= Dentil frome moulding with looped ends

« Pair of plaited colonnettes, engaged, with foliate capitals (lower

window)

Condition: The iwan is domaged, the khan is heavily damaged.
Description:
The iwan building in the southwest corner of the main courtyard of the Ot-
toman Khan Qurtbak is attributed to the former Azdamur Palace.
The limestone facade with a high, central (now closed) arch opening is
flanked by a pair of rectangular windows placed in a vertical line inside
shallow niches. The window decoration in Mamluk ablag style is, as usual,
framed by a pair of colonnettes at the bottom and, above this, by mugarnas
plotes and o dentil border. Above the lower windows is a raised frieze with
interlace decoration carved in relief.

Similar examples:

Ottoman: Junblat Palace, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank
of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir Building, George Salim and
Matilda Shalhat Building

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

28 | Khan as-Sabun

Facade: Exterior: Entrance, facing south
Interior courtyard: Upper floor facade on the north side

Date: 897 AH /1492 CE

Architectural elements:

© Arched gateway (portal front)

© Middle window in a shallow niche (portal front, upper floor)

© Arch (iwan) and flanking pair of windows (courtyard, upper floor)

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE

28 | Khan as-Sabun

Sub elements:
Portal front, ground floor:
© Arch with fleur-de-lis (stylised lily flower) band raised in relief
= Spandrels (triangular areas) with interlacing foliate scrollwork carved in relief
< Inscription cortouche
< Flanking relief roundels with Mamluk emblem/ blazon
Portal front, upper floor:
© Rectangular grilled middle window
© Square Kufic inscription in relief
< Pair of plaited colonnettes, engaged
= Mugarnas cornice
© Broad outer border frame with carved interlace, geometric repeat pattern, raised in relief
Courtyard facade, upper floor:
© Pointed arch (iwan, opening blocked)
« Facetted frame with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plates
= Dentil border with a circulor apex loop
© Flonking relief roundels containing o Mamluk emblem
< Pair of arched side windows
= Mamluk emblem
= Dentil frome moulding with crowning arch and apex loop
Condition: Severe domage
Description:
The entrance arch of the external gate facade has a fleur-de-lis border and the spandrels are filled with
foliate scrollwork, all ornaments are carved in relief. The arch is topped by a typical Mamluk window niche
with mugarnas cornice, fromed by plaited colonnettes and o broad border with a geometric interlace pat-
tern carved in relief; above the rectangular window is a Square Kufic inscription. The facade is marked by
two Mamluk emblems.
In the centre of the northern courtyard focade, there is o pointed arch with a double row of mugarnas plates,
the spandrels framed by a dentil moulding that forms a circular loop at the apex. The facade is marked by
emblems similar to those on the external facade.
The external gate facade of the Khan as-Sabun is the most lavishly ornomented Mamluk khan facode in
Aleppo, especially in terms of its various stone carving techniques.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, Utrush Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of
the Citadel, As-Soffahiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kha'irbak,
As-Sa'idiyya School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, Ash-Sha'baniyya School, Khan
al-Wozir, Takiyya of the Mawlowiyya Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
0816 -13 /.2 10 - 7 y,4ll

Mamluk period

disglaall diall

29 | Khan Ujkhan
Facade: Entronce, facing south
Date: 901-03 AH / 1496-98CE
Refurbished 922 AH / 1516 CE

Architectural elements:
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© Arched gateway
Sub elements:
© Pointed arch
« Facetted frame with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plates
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= Pair of engoged colonnettes

© Spandrels (triangular areas) with interlacing foliate scrollwork carved in
relief

< Inscription cartouche

© Broad outer border frame with interlace, geometric repeat pattern
carved in relief
= Dentil border

el o ta@llall
Condition: Severe damage

sangll
Description: Ll Bae ety 18,53 d2ié (giSUs 8,08 Cand dimylidl 1) gl
The khan'’s external gate focade is not large-scaled, however it is lavishly ool

ornamented combining typical stone carving techniques. 9
The pointed archway’s lower part is framed by a pair of twisted colonnettes ( 70 ‘
with foliate capitals. The arch is facetted by a double row of mugarnas plates,
the large spandrels are filled with foliate scrollwork carved in relief and all
along the gate front is a long inscription cartouche; all surrounded by a broad
border with geometric interlace carved in relief.
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Similar examples:
Mamluk: Khan as-Sabun
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Mamluk period

30 | Khan Khea'irbak

Facade: Entrance, facing west
Date: 920 AH /1514 CE, inscription on a gate wing
Architectural elements:
© Arched gateway in ablag masonry, yellow/black
© Rectangulor upper floor windows in ablag masonry
Sub elements:
Ground floor:
© Frontal pointed arch with stepped abloag
© Recessed gate frame with ablaqg voussoirs (wedge-shaped stone
blocks)
= Border with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plotes
© Gate wings with inscription cartouches and emblems
Upper floor:
© Three rectangular grilled upper windows
= Window sills as part of a yellow double course of masonry
= Yellow lintel course/multi-coloured course with joggled stone/marble
inlay (yellow/black/white)/yellow course of masonry
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
A huge gate facade, entirely constructed in ablagq style, in yellow and black.
Above the frontal arch are three rectangulor windows on the first floor, hori-
zontally separated by a yellow double course of masonry ond surmounted
by two yellow stone courses, in between is a string course with joggled
inlay of stone and marble in yellow, black and white. The pointed arch of
the recessed gate is framed by a double row of mugarnas plates that also
extends over the side walls of the portal.
The wings of the iron-clad gate bear inscription cartouches as well as roun-
dels containing the emblem of the patron. The upper field has a nopkin
symbol for “jamdar” (master of the robes), the central field has a cup for
“saqi” (cup-bearer) with the pen box of the “dawadar” (secretary) flonked
by a pair of powder horns, and the lower field bears a small cup.
A trendsetting late Mamluk khan facade, which served as a prototype for
the large khans of the first Otfomaon centuries.

Similar examples:
Ottoman: Khan an-Nahhasin, Khan ol-‘Ulabiyya, Khan al-Jumruk, Khan
al-Hibal, Khan al-Wazir

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

31 | Mausoleum Kha'irbak

Facade: Side, focing west

Date: 920 AH /1514 CE, inscription east facade

Architectural elements:

© Pair of rectangular ablag windows in shallow niches with three-lobed
double arches

Sub elements:

< Inscription cartouche above the lintel course

© Flonking relief roundels containing o Mamluk emblem

Condition: Slightly domaged

Description:

The street facade of the mausoleum, with a pair of rectangular windows in

shallow niches with three-lobed double arches including ornamented cor-

bels, a long inscription cartouche, and three identical emblems showing the
ranks of the patron, Prince Kha'irbak.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, Utrush Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque,
Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of the Citadel, As-Saffahiyyo Mosque,
Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-Sabun, Khan Qurtbak, As-Sa'idiyya School
Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque,
Ash-Sha‘baniyya School, Khan al-Wazir, Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya
Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of
Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda
Shalhat Building, Residential buildingw in as-Sabil neighbourhood

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Mamluk period

32 | As-Sa‘idiyya School (as-Sarawi Mosque)

Facade: Entrance, facing west (north portal of the long street facade)
Date: Before 920 AH /1514 CE (reconstruction of the as-Sarawi Mosque,
dated 780 AH / 1378-79 CE)

Architectural elements:

© Entrance portal with arched recess and rectangular doorway

© Rectangular windows in shallow niches with interlace relief panel

Sub elements:
Portal:
© Frontal pointed arch
- Facetted frome with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plotes
- Relief border with palmette-leaf motif
© Rectangular doorway
= Plain lintel
« Lunette-like arched panel with interlacing floriate scrollwork carved in
relief
© Cartouche with geometric inferlace carved in relief
© Small rectangular window
© Frieze/Cornice of palmette leaves raised in relief
© Pointed lunette (arched panel) with interlacing floriate scrollwork, fleur-
de-lis (stylised lily flower) motifs
= Border band with protruding rosettes
= Arch border with Floriated Kufic inscription
Row of recessed windows:
© Rectangular grilled window
= Plain lintel
© Panel of relief interlace, slightly undercut, each with a different geometric
pattern
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice

Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

The Sa‘idiyya School was built next to the older os-Sarawi Mosque; they
share a street facade. It has a richly ornamented arched entrance recess, a
rectangular doorway and rectangular windows in shallow niches.

The pointed frontal arch with a facetted double row of mugarnas plates
featuring triangulor palmette leaves is framed by a moulded palmette-leof
border. The doorway is topped by a plain lintel. Above this, o lunette carving
with floriate scrollwork, as well as a (renewed) cartouche with a geometric
interlace decoration. This is followed by a small (later opened) window, pal-
mette-leaf cornice, and pointed lunette filled with interlacing floriate scrollwork
featuring fleur-de-lis motifs.

The facade’s rectangular windows are set inside shallow niches, the lintels
with superimposed, slightly undercut, panels of geometric interlace carved in
relief, the niches capped with mugarnas cornices.

Similar examples:
Mamluk: Ughulbak Mosque, Khan Ujkhan

7th - 10th century AH / 13th - 16th century CE
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Ottoman period (10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE)

During the Ottoman period (922-1336 AH / 1516-1918 CE), new elements along with existing
local elements characterise the facades of Aleppo’s stone buildings. The large public ond
commercial buildings of the first centuries especially stand out with their strikingly decorated
street facades. Equally accentuated front facades of the large Ottoman style mosques are
hidden by yards and, consequently, do not appear in the city’s streetscape. The same is true
for the domestic architecture with regards to the large, traditional interior courtyard houses
or the Judayda quarter’s ancient churches (see “Ottoman period — Courtyard facades of
traditional houses and churches”).

The building facades of the Bahram Pasha Bathhouse (991 AH / 1583 CE) and the lbshir
Pasha Coffeehouse (1063 AH / 1653 CE), standing opposite of each other in the old city
quarter of al-Judayda, form the most beautiful streetscape from the Ottoman period; they
show ablag (contrasting coloured) masonry and stonework as well as various stone carv-
ing elements. Unfortunately, both monuments were heovily domaged during the conflict in
Aleppo, in 2012-2016.

In fact, there is a remarkable persistence of established decorative elements for doors and
windows from the previous Mamluk era (for example, the street focade of the at-Tawashi
Mosque). The repertoire comprises of multi-coloured elements, such as ablaq style masonry
and joggled stone and marble inlay, as well as different mugarnos (cellwork) elements and
fine stone carvings, for example superimposed horizontal panels or framing borders with
interlaced geometric patterns and dentil frame mouldings. Lunettes (arched panels) above
doors and windows filled with interlacing foliate scrollwork and sometimes framed with varying
mugarnas plates and a dentil moulding become more common during the Ottoman period.
Multi-coloured painted underglaze tiles are a newly infroduced Ottoman element found as
panelling in these upper areas, mostly in large mosques.

Of increasing importance are the upper, usually arched windows that accompany both por-
tals and lower main windows in single and multi-storied focades. They offered both more
subjects and larger areos for the application of stone decorations, preferably carved and
raised in relief. Accentuated windows in the upper zones of a facade's main section are now
completely encompassed with broad borders of intricate geometric interlace ornaments.
Another element that often crowns high facades is a pair of small arched windows, also
framed with stone carving elements, which often features a six-pointed star opening in the
middle. Small round windows also play a prominent role in the upper sections of a facade.
The portal sections of Khan al-Jumruk (977 AH / 1569-70 CE) and Khan al-Wazir (1093 AH /
1682-83 CE) have exterior facades in ablag style, in alternating yellow and black, with rich
stone carvings; they stand in the tradition of the local, late Mamluk khan facades. Their
monumental arched gateways are accompanied by different types of upper floor windows
which are mainly arranged in pairs. The inner courtyard facades show windows in shallow
vertical niches: The high, prominent niches contain an established combination of lower
multi-coloured rectangular oblag windows and superimposed plain small arch windows
with arrowslit opening.

The mosque of the Khusrawiyya Madrasa complex (953 AH / 1546-47 CE), which was
completely destroyed during the conflict, was the first large religious building of the Otto-
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Ottoman period (10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE)

man period in Aleppo. While the free-standing monument’s architecture followed the Oft-
toman building tradition, the front facade’s decoration still featured some elements of the
local Mamluk tradition. Therefore, slightly ogee-arched window lunettes (arched fields) with
bright, multi-coloured tiles and geometric and floral patterns are found together with typical
black and yellow ablag fromes of rectangular windows. In the al-‘Adiliyya Mosque (974 AH
/1565-66 CE) and the ol-Bahramiyya Mosque (991 AH / 1583 CE) the former decorative
tradition was followed again on a larger scale featuring ablaq style portals. However, their
entrance doors do not have traditional flat lintels, but are arched.

Shallow vertical niches remained widely in use as characteristic local facade features through-
out the centuries. In addition to the portal facades of the large khans, they highlight, for
example, the eastern focade of the AH 10th / 16th CE century ol-Bahramiyya Mosque, the
mosque door of the Sha‘baniyya Madrasa (1085 AH / 1674 CE) or the door and windows
in the front facade of the midan building of the Takiyya of the Mowlowiyya Brotherhood
(rebuilt 1240 AH / 1824-25 CE).

During the AH 10th / 16th CE century, the large Ottoman style minarets of the al-Khusrawi-
yya, al-Bahramiyya and ol-‘Adiliyya mosques added striking new accents to Aleppo's skyline.
They were designed as high polygonal shafts of almost cylindrical form with a circumferential
balcony and a squat cone as a top: the pencil shape minaret style. Also, in this case, the
octagonal Mamluk style minarets continued to be built during the Ottoman period.
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Ottoman period

33 | At-Tawashi Mosque

Facade: Entrance, facing east

Date: Before 774 AH /1372 CE

renovated/enlarged 944 AH / 1537-38 CE, portal inscription
Architectural elements:

© Arched entrance recess with rectangular ablag doorway (mosque
entrance)

© Rectangular ablag windows in a shallow niche

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

33 | At-Tawashi Mosque

Sub elements:
Portal:
< Frontal pointed arch
- Facetted arch frame with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plotes
© Rectangular doorway
= Ablag jambs, yellow/black
= Plain lintel, yellow
= Course with joggled inlay, slightly undercut, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white marble keystone
< Inscription panel
© Mugarnas (cellwork) hood
Recessed window:
© Rectangular main window, grilled
= Ablag frame, yellow/black
= Course with joggled inlay, slightly undercut, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white marble keystone
< Relief carved block featuring a decorative panel
= Rectangular-shoped panel with geometric interlace (north window)
= Lunette-like arched panel with foliate scrollwork (south window)
© Smalll arched window with arrowslit opening
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
© Pair of plaited colonnettes, engaged, with foliate capitals
Condition: Restored
Description:
A limestone focade with an ornamented ablag-style portal and windows.
The frontal arch of the mugarnas vaulted portal is framed by a double row of facetted mugarnas plates —
adjacent, the older arched entrance recess with its chevron arch. The rectangular doorway is built in ablag
masonry, its lintel fopped by a course with joggled inlay (slightly undercut), with wavy slabs of yellow and
black stone, symmetrically arronged around a white marble keystone, as well as an inscription panel.
The rectangular windows of the long street facade are each set in a shallow vertical niche, flanked by o pair
of plaited colonnettes on the sides and topped by a three-coloured course with joggled stone and marble
inlay as well as a stone block featuring a carved panel raised in relief: rectangular-shaped with geometric
interlace or lunette-like (arched) with interlacing foliate scrollwork. There are also axiolly superimposed small
arched windows and a mugarnas cornice.

Similar examples:

Window in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, Utrush Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of
the Citadel, As-Saffahiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbok, Khan os-Sabun, Khon Qurtbak, As-Sa‘idiyya
School

Ottoman: Khan al-Jumruk, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, Ash-Sha‘baniyya School, Khan al-Wozir, Takiyya of
the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhot and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
0820 -16 /- 14 - 10 yjall

Ottoman period
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34 | Al-Khusrawiyya School and Mosque digpuuill galag dwjaa| 34
Facade: Minaret on the northwest corner of the mosque - view of the Colzdl o dgdin cgalel) d2y,2)l dlosdl dygl3)l & d3ise Giamalg
north side Yol
Interior courtyard: Entrance of the mosque’s prayer hall on the south side, Jbsdl olzsly qysizdl Byhll e 83all dold e :dilsls doly
facing north ¢ 1546-1546 / » 953 saLill
Date: 953 AH / 1546-47 CE, portal inscription :djjlaeo yolic
Architectural elements: shide Gls Oloyuw 8,5 8,k =6 dlgy Joue ©
< Entrance portal with arched recess with steps and arched doorway B2l Oy (e (Bliiin dog)) Mo o 3LYI Jaasy 3336 ©
© Rectangular ablag window with file lunette (arched panel) by go Ssle plo 8,4 mo @lin Dite gl ©

© Minaret shaft, polygonal shape, with balcony, upper shaft with a cone
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Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

diilatell &iall

34 | Al-Khusrawiyya School and Mosque

Sub elements:
Portal:
< Stepped frontal arch frame, black/yellow
© Pair of engaged colonnettes with floral ornamentation raised in relief, white/blue/green
© Doorway with a black frame/arch with trefoil ornamentation, yellow stone inlay

= Spandrels (triongular areas) with inlaid interloce, geometric pattern, white with black/ blue/red

= Green rectangular inscription panel

= Black border band
© Green lunette-shaped (crescent arched) inscription panel
© Mugarnas (cellwork) hood
Window:
© Rectangular window, slightly recessed

« Plain arch-shaped outer frome

= Rectangular grilled window with ablag frame, yellow/black

= Tile lunette (arched panel) with inscription cartouche, floriate interlacing scroll or geometric interlace

ornament, white/blue/green

Minaret:
© Lower trefoil frieze, black
© Upper file frieze, white/blue/green
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
Condition: Destroyed
Description:
A prayer hall facade, fronted by a porch, with a decorated portal in black, green and yellow and ablag
windows with bright tile lunettes.
The front of the entrance recess is flanked by a pair of ornomented colonnettes and framed by a moulding
with a stepped upper section. The door opening is framed in black, its segmental arch featuring a yellow
trefoil motif. The spandrels are filled with inlaid interlace with a geometric pattern. Above lies a rectangular
green inscription panel topped by a lunette-shaped inscription panel. They are crowned by a mugarnas vault.
The slightly recessed rectongular windows are framed by ablag masonry and surmounted by a lunette of
blue and white painted underglaze tiles with floriate scrolls or geometric interlace and inscription cartouches.
The minaret is designed as a high polygonal shaft of almost cylindrical form, with a squat cone as a fop and
a circumferential balcony with multi-tiered mugarnas frieze; the pencil-shaped Ottoman minaret style. The
minarets of the other large AH 10th / 16th CE century Ottoman mosques, al-Bahramiyya and al-‘Adiliyya,
are built in the same style.

Similar examples:

Seljuk: Minaret of the Great Umayyad Mosque

Mamluk: Minaret of the Altunbugha Mosque, Minaret of ar-Rumi Mosque, Minaret of al-Mihmandar
Mosque
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35 | Khan an-Nahhasin

Facade: Entrance, facing eost
Date: 959-960 AH /1552-1553 CE
Architectural elements:
© Arched gateway with a pair of upper floor windows in ablag masonry,
yellow/black
Sub elements:
© Frontol pointed arch with stepped ablag, white marble keystone
- Recessed gate frame with pointed ablaq arch on mugarnos (cellwork)
consoles
= Outer frame moulding
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
The khan's huge gate facade, entirely in ablag style including its two upper
windows. The pointed arch of the recessed gate frame rests on mugarnas
consoles and is framed by a simple moulding.

Similar examples:
Mamluk: Khan Kha'irbak
Ottoman: Khan al-'Ulabiyya, Khan al-Jumruk, Khan al-Hibal, Khan ol-Wazir

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

36 | Khan al-‘Ulabiyya

Facade: Entronce, facing north
Date: 959-960 AH / 1552-1553 CE

Architectural elements:

© Arched goteway/pair of rectangular upper floor windows in ablag
masonry, slightly projecting from the wall's surface level
< Centrally superimposed round window
Sub elements:
Ground floor:
© Frontal pointed arch with stepped ablag
= Recessed gate frame with ablag and muqgarnas (cellwork) consoles
Upper floor:
© Rectangular grilled upper windows
= Double cartouche
= Plain lintels as part of a yellow masonry course
= Upper course with joggled inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/black
© Moulding around the oblaq section
© Small round top window with a dentil border
Condition: Severe damage
Description:
The khan” s huge gate facade in ablag style, alternating in yellow and black,
includes two upper windows.
The gateway has a pointed arch with stepped ablag, the recessed inner
gate frome is resting on mugarnas consoles. A large blank cartouche is
locoted between the upper rectangular grilled windows. Above the yellow
lintel course lies a course of joggled stonework with wavy slabs in yellow
and black. At the very top lies a round opening with dentil border.

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Khan Kha'irbak

Ottoman: Khan an-Nahhasin, Khan al-Jumruk, Khan al-Hibal, Khan
al-Wozir

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

37 | Al-Adiliyya Mosque

Facade: Interior courtyard: Entrance of the prayer hall on the south side,
facing north

Date: 974 AH /1565-66 CE

Architectural elements:

© Entfrance portal with arched recess and arched doorway in ablag
masonry

© Rectangular ablag window with tile lunette (arched panel)

Sub elements:
Portal:
© Frontal pointed arch with chevroned voussoirs (wedge-shaped stone
blocks), yellow/black, white marble keystone
= Pair of engaged colonnettes with floral ornamentation raised in relief,
white/blue/green
= Moulded rectangular outer frame
© Doorway with ablag jambs in yellow/black
= Black arch with trefoil ornamentation, stone/marble inlay, yellow/white
= Spandrels (triongular areas), white marble
< Inscription cartouche, yellow limestone
© Mugarnas (cellwork) hood
Window:
© Rectangular window, slightly recessed
= Moulded outer frame
= Grilled window with yellow/black ablaq frame, decorative interlocking
= QOgival tile lunette (arched panel) with inscription cartouche, floriate
interlacing scroll or geometric interlace ornament, white/blue/red
Condition: Damaged
Description:
A mosque facade, fronted by a deep porch, with a lavishly decorated ablag
portal and ablag windows with multi-coloured tile lunettes.
The portal is in block and yellow ablag masonry with a frontal arch and a
pair of engaged colonnettes with a raised floral ornament. The door opening
is framed by a black segmental arch featuring o trefoil ornament band in
yellow and white. The spandrels in white marble are topped by an inscription
panel. It is crowned by o mugarnas vault with pendants.
The rectangular windows each feature an ablag frame and a high ogival
lunette of painted underglaze tiles with a floral or geometric pattern and an
inscription cartouche in blue, white and red.

Similar examples:
Ottoman: Al-Khusrowiyya School and Mosque, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque,
Great Umayyad Mosque, Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Mosque

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

38 | Khan al-Jumruk

Facade: Exterior: Enfrance, facing north
Interior courtyard: Entrance, north side

Date: 977 AH / 1569-70 CE

Architectural elements:

© Arched gateway with a pair of rectangular upper floor windows in
oblag masonry (portal front)

© Centrally superimposed pair of small arched windows with six-pointed
star opening (portal fronf)

© Arched goteway with a pair of rectangular upper floor ablag windows
and superimposed small arched windows in shallow niches (courtyard
portal front, upper floor)

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

38 | Khan al-Jumruk

Sub elements:
Portal front, ground floor:
© Frontal arch with stepped ablagq, yellow/black/white marble keystone with black candelabra motif
© Pair of flanking roundels carved in relief
Portal front, upper floor:
© Pair of rectongulor grilled oblag windows

= Middle inscription cartouche

= Plain lintels as part of a yellow masonry course

= Course with a reciprocal trefoil motif, stone/marble inlay, in yellow/white and black
< Broad outer border of interlace with geometric repeat pattern raised in relief framing the ablaq section
Portal front, top section:
© Pair of small arched windows with a six-pointed star opening in the middle

= Superimposed pointed lunette (arched panel) with interlacing foliate scrollwork carved in relief, fromed

by a dentil moulding

= Arched frame with a double row of mugarnas (cellwork) plates

- Dentil border, looped and filled with a protruding interlace knot at the apex
© Mugarnas (cellwork) pendentives
Courtyard portal front, upper floor:
© Rectangular grilled window with ablaq frame, yellow/black

= Course with a reciprocal trefoil motif, stone/marble inlay, black and yellow/white, topped by a black

course of masonry

© Small window with five-lobed arch and arrowslit opening
© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
< Pair of high plaited colonnettes, engaged, with foliate capitals
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
The high, large front facade in ablaq style, with a pointed arch gateway featuring a white keystone with black
candelabra motif, flanked by a pair of relief roundels with foliate patterns. This is topped by two rectangular
ablag windows and a large inscription cartouche in the middle. Above this, a course with a reciprocal trefoil
motif in alternating yellow/white and in black. A broad border of carved geometric interlace raised in relief
frames the ablaq section of the facade. A pair of small multi-lobed windows is located on the top part of the
facade, surmounted by a six-pointed star opening and a lunette with interlacing foliate scrollwork carved in
relief. It is all framed by an arch-shaped double mugarnas border and a dentil moulding.
The internal facade’s upper floor is decorated by two rectangular middle windows combined with arched
windows above, set inside shallow vertical niches with high plaited colonnettes and mugarnas cornice.

Similar examples:

Windows in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Utrush Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of
the Citodel, As-Soffahiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-Sobun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum
Kha'irbak, As-Sa‘idiyya School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, Ash-Sha‘'baniyya School, Khan al-Wazir, Takiyya
of the Mawlawiyya, Brotherhood, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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Ottoman period

39 | Bahram Pasha Bathhouse

Facade: Entronce, facing north

Date: 991 AH /1583 CE

Architectural elements:

© Arched entrance portal with rectangular doorway/rectangular upper
window in ablag masonry, slightly projecting from the wall's surfoce level

© Row of windows in ablog masonry, slightly projecting from the wall's
surface level

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

39 | Bahram Pasha Bathhouse

Sub elements:
Portal/upper window:
© Frontal arch with stepped ablag, yellow/black, white marble keystone
© Rectangular grilled upper window

= Ablag sill/jambs/plain lintel

= Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white marble keystone

- Yellow top course
© Rectangular doorway

= Ablag jambs/plain yellow lintel

= Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white marble keystone
< Decorative white marble cartouche

= Black border
© Pointed lunette (arched panel) with interlacing foliate scrollwork carved in relief

= Border band with protruding rosettes

= Frame of mugarnas (cellwork) facets with pointed palmette-leaf tops

= Pair of protruding star-rosettes (corners)/interlace knot (apex)
Row of windows:
© Rectangular grilled window

= Joggled sill, yellow/black

* Plain lintels as part of two upper yellow masonry courses with a string course of joggled stone/marble

inlay in between, wavy slabs in yellow/black/white keystones

Condition: Destroyed
Description:
The street facade’s portal and main windows, completely in ablag masonry with alternating yellow and
black stone courses.
The frontal arch of the enfrance recess with stepped ablag is surmounted by a small rectangular window, also
in ablagq masonry, the surface of which is slightly projecting from the wall’s surface level. The lintel courses
of both the rectangular doorway and the superimposed window are topped by a course with joggled stone
and marble inlay with wavy slabs in yellow, black and white. The portal also features a decorative cartouche
of white marble and a lunette filled with interlacing foliate scrollwork carved in relief framed with protruding
rosettes and muqarnas facets ending with a pointed palmette leaf.
The adjocent row of rectangular, grilled windows is fopped by a string course with joggled stone and marble
inlay with wavy slabs in yellow, block and white.
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Similar examples:

Mamluk: Khan Kha'irbak

Ottoman: Khan an-Nahhasin, Khan al-‘Ulabiyya Khan al-Jumruk, Khan al-Wazir Ibshir Mustafa Pasha
Coffeehouse, Takiyya of Shaykh Abu Bakr, Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood, Junblat Palace,
Ghazala House, Rajab Pasha House
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Ottoman period

40 | Al-Bahramiyya Mosque

Facade: Exterior: Entrance, facing north

Exterior: Side, facing east

Interior courtyard: Entrance of the prayer hall on the south side, facing north
Date: 991 AH /1583 CE

Architectural elements:

© Courtyard entrance portal with arched recess and arched doorway, yellow/
black ablag masonry

© Rectangulor ablag window in a shallow niche
© Prayer hall entrance portal with arched recess and arched doorway, yellow/
black ablag masonry with white marble courses

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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40 | Al-Bahramiyya Mosque

Sub elements:
Courtyard portal:

< Frontal pointed ablag arch, yellow/black/white marble keystone
© Broad rectangular border of geometric interlace, repeat pattern, carved in relief
© Doorway with ablaqg jambs, yellow/black
= Black arch with trefoil ornamentation, yellow stone inlay/white marble keystone
= Plain limestone spandrels (triangular areas)
< Inscription panel/flanking ornament panels
« Black border
External window:
< Rectangular grilled window with ablog frame
« Plain yellow lintel
= Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white keystone
= Yellow top course
© Cornice with brackets
< Pair of high plaited colonnettes, engaged
Prayer hall portal:
< Frontal pointed ablag arch, yellow/black, white marble keystone
© Pair of engaged white colonnettes
* Moulded outer frome
© Doorway with ablag jombs, yellow/black
= Black arch with trefoil ornamentation, stone/marble inlay in yellow/white
= Spandrels (friangular areas), white marble
< Inscription panel, white marble
© Cornice with palmette leaves
< Pointed lunette (arched panel) with interlocing foliate scrollwork carved in relief
= Double mugarnas (cellwork) arch
« Black borders
Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

The courtyard portal is sumptuously decorated, as is the one in the mosque’s prayer hall facade with its prominent white marble accents.
The external doorway is inside a niche with a pointed arch in oblog style. The opening is topped by a black segmental arch with o
trefoil ornament band in yellow and white, completed by limestone spandrels. This is framed by a broad border of carved geometric
interloce raised in relief.

The exterior window is in the Mamluk style with o three-coloured course of joggled stonework inside a shallow niche, flanked by high
plaited colonnettes, above a cornice.The prayer hall’s arched entrance recess is in ablag style with a frontal pointed arch. The doorway,
its sides framed by a pair of engaged white colonnettes, includes a black segmental arch featuring a trefoil ornament band in yellow
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lunette carved in relief.
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Similar examples:

Windows in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Utrush Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of the Citadel, As-Saffahiyya
Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan as-Sobun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kha'irbak, As-Saidiyya School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-JumrukAsh-Sha‘baniyya School, Khan al-Wazir, Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood,
Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir Building, George
Salim and Matildo Sholhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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Ottoman period

41 | Takiyya of Shaykh Abu Bakr

Facade: Interior courtyard: North
Date: Late 10th century AH / Late 16th century CE
Architectural elements:
< Triple arcade entrance ond rectangular windows, oblag masonry
© Arched rectangular upper windows, ploin masonry
Sub elements:
Lower section:
© Arcade arches with stepped ablag, yellow/black

= Muqarnas (cellwork) capitals
© Rectangular grilled windows

= Plain windowsills and lintels as part of higher yellow oblag masonry

courses

© Black masonry course with

= White keystone/black inlaid keystone motifs (arches)

- Joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slobs, yellow/black/white marble

keystone (windows)

< Yellow masonry course
© Top frieze of raised fleurs-de-lis (stylised lily flowers) raised in relief
Upper section:
© Arched windows

= Rectangular dentil frome with square corner loops (middle windows)
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
The front facade on ground floor level is in yellow and black ablag masonry,
including an arcade with stepped ablaq arches. The facade also features
rectangular grilled windows, the lintels of which are topped by three-colour-
ed joggled stonework. The ablagq section is bordered by a carved fleur-de-lis
frieze raised in relief.
The upper section includes arched windows, the central ones each with a
rectangulor dentil frame moulding.

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Khan Kho'irbak

Ottoman: Khan an-Nahhasin, Khan al-‘Ulobiyya Khan al-Jumruk, Khan
al-Wazir, Bahram Pasha Bathhouse, Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Coffeehouse,
Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood, Junblat Palace, Ghazala House

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

42 | Khan al-Hibal

Facade: Entronce, facing south

Date: 1003 AH / 1594-95 CE, rebuilt upper section probably 19th

century

Architectural elements:

© Arched gateway in ablag masonry, yellow/black, slightly projecting
from the wall's surface level

© Pair of arched upper floor windowss

Sub elements:
Ground floor:
© Frontal pointed arch with stepped abloag
= Recessed gate frame with muqgarnas (cellwork) consoles and border
of mugarnas facets
Upper floor:
© Superimposed pair of large round-arched windows
= Double ogee arch with a moulded border
= Bundle colonnettes

Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

A khan facade, its portal section in ablaq style, alternating in yellow and
black. A pointed frontal arch, the recessed inner arch framed with muqa-
rnas facets.

The upper floor features a lorge, recessed, round-arched double window
fronted by a bright-coloured double ogee arch with bundle colonnettes; the
window is in stylistic contrast with the traditional style of the lower gate sec-
tion. It was installed in the lote Ottfoman era (probably in the 19th century).
From the 17th/18th century until 1920, the khan functioned as the French
Consulate.

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Khan Kha'irbak

Ottoman: Khan an-Nahhasin, Khan al-‘Ulabiyya Khan al-Jumruk,
Khan al-Wazir

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

Ottoman period

43 | Great Umayyad Mosque

Sub elements:
Portal:
© Frontal pointed arch with framing horizontol wall panel
= Interlaced band decoration, stone and marble inlay in yellow/white (greyish) and black border bands,
with inferlocing loops around the arch/a circular opex loop featuring a white motif
© Doorway with black/yellow arch and yellow/white (greyish) trefoil ornoment band
= Panel with inscription cartouches
= Black border band with a central circular loop
© Pointed lunette (arched field), central circular pierced opening, with black circular looped bands, white
marble inlay
© Outer panel framed with o facetted double row of mugarnas plates and triangulor palmette-leaf motif/
Inner lunette panel with pointed mugarnas facets and palmette leaves, carved in relief
Flanking windows:
© Rectangular window topped with a blank ogival lunette (arched field)
= Ablaq jambs, yellow/black, plain yellow lintel and top course, in between a course of three-coloured
joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white (greyish)
= Superimposed rectangular window
< Dentil-framed round window between the recesses/two half-circular windows bordering the entrance
recess, each with a wooden screen

Condition: Restored

Description:

This is the centrol section of the prayer hall facade with its multi-coloured, sumptuously decorated stone and
marble portal. It is flanked by a pair of windows with ablag masonry accents and a blank ogival lunette on
top, set in a shallow arched niche.

The portal’s frontal arch bears interlacing loops in yellow and white as well as a circular loop at the apex, all of
which make part of the three-coloured stone and moarble inloy decoration that consists of two moulded interlaced
bands and black border bands forming a horizontal rectangular wall panel.

The doorway is constructed inside a shallow arched recess. It is topped by a black segmental arch with contrasting
trefoils in alternating yellow and white. Above are limestone spandrels and an inscription panel framed by a black
border band that forms a central circular loop. There is also o framed lunette with a smalll circular pierced opening
and a decoration of black and white stone and marble inlay featuring interlaced circulor loops.

Similar three-coloured interlacing band designs are a prominent decorative feature particularly of some of
Aleppo’s prayer niches, the most important of which is the mihrab (prayer niche) in the prayer hall of the
Firdows Madrasa. A large horizontal wall panel of black and white geometric interlace with marble inlay
decorates the ablaq portal of the Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel.

Similar examples:

Ayyubid: Ayyubid Palace of the Citadel

Ottoman: Al-Khusrawiyya School and Mosque, Al-‘Adiliyya Mosque, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, lbshir
Mustafa Pasha Mosque

820 -16 / - 14 - 10 J)dll

diilatell &iall

sl sgaVl galall| 43
:dicya yolic
HUCRVY
4881 dool) )b @e (e alel ugd ©
s ge dgul HbY ayds ($3ley) panls 5a0Yl Olsil ploys soer s dSuline s byl -
el 88,25 JSS Boydll Ll & 315 Budis / sl Jso dlslaze
(goley)l) anVls HaoYl CMl E3Y5 digomin Byl 5 shrdoy slogw Byhid e L ©
S ol s> ma dos) @
B3Sye & 51 Bude g dgul o] Jayyi *
ol el meo)s o 35 Wisd elogu dbyils daysee &30 35S @o (dndus dog)) Brogd ©
t}’b 3058 Hlb| /AW Casw Byl 9 digeg)l Oilas,dall @Lbl o0 7905 Chuay bybge Loyls dog) ©
Db S Bgous amw @bsl 9 dode duils Olas,bae &
dgle 38l
(dodus dorg)) 22415 dalune LMo Loglsy dlnte 5386 ©
Slzall o o boginrs Byl Lo oglsy 9 s yhol LiSlug gl 3 a0l (LY haats Clslas -
(goy) vy dguls shol dzgan Blso mayall plo )l Bilosdl o OV &336
At Bgle 35S ©
il lgin JS spelytall sdell G3b Gl 5855 Ghals / 8,511 oalsil g s Hlbb aylo ulsf o
oo 3ILAI
:angll
Blall de8 da=ly o JawsVl i) us 517)5 Lglo 8yloso CJ....: By55alls BMall deld Jue mdy
Choe (b @055 pol usd Lagin IS sley LY Gsluly Bl g 95 Ul Gl s
€ £ € )JL; )M
055} Boydll 3 Budes s el Gisll Alslaze 5,315 ads Jsaall Gelel Gusdll Jas
4.99] uUJo Ji.wu J}wﬁ]b QMJW OJJQJ)‘» ) d)L?) & W)AJ‘ el?)nj O)L?c.?c” O ;)9 uUJo
ddaiwe :msl & Hlas
BhsY Byle) oo Sty dewl gige wedy Ll doid oolsd dgime LSlE gzl pad Ol as
oy (USU) paill dogly GudlSI) szl (e uadll Llss Le3s3 oanVly iVl Wl Lslis 4536
“Aatall 8 & 515 dde JSio del Hlb) Logs
Sl90 lysas JSCiS dojsa 3310 855 9 Uc:.ug,l 6[7)313 sbsm)l Sloxsd] o 3ybb5e Sp0g8 Jliag
dilsag dSolice
LB Coyle oy L,s ‘_,u); raisS dddsally ulgl}” LR &1.55311 & yomod| ulps.Ul elml BY9N]
093,8)) duyde &ibE Olymma s &S Ule Jlia ol a5 Bl
droyall laly sldgudl 8yloodly ehlite udin JQM 48,5 3001 8,801 &88Y) &y szl izslls
Grod Al i) BYI Jsaall Loyl g3

:daglifia dlial
sVl dsla)) pad Cl'ug.JI
Lub unkmn J\A&JI Axawn (AAAQ)GAJ] EAL? A,Jalx” EA[D ‘4_\34.«‘9:” daJJ.Aj EA[D -uul.m..c

Timeline of Selected Historical Building Facades in Aleppo < w1l 4 Gidijlill Liltall 3o éjliin aladlgl injJgaa O 66199




Ottoman period

44 | lbshir Mustafa Pasha Mosque

Facade: Exferior: Enfrance, facing east

Interior courtyard: Entrance of the mosque’s prayer hall at the south side,

facing north

Date: 1063 AH /1653 CE, portal inscription

Architectural elements:

© Courtyard enfrance portal with rectangular doorway in ablag masonry,
slightly projecting from the wall's surface level (front facade)

© Prayer hall entrance portal with arched doorway, plain masonry, slightly
projecting from the wall's surface level (courtyard facade)

© Flanking rectangular windows with lunette panel, superimposed round
windows (courtyard facade)

Sub elements:

Courtyard portal:

© Rectangular doorway;
= Ablagq jambs, black/yellow
* Plain yellow lintel
* Black masonry course with trefoil ornamentation, stone/marble inlay,

alternating yellow/ white

© Three masonry courses in yellow/black/yellow

© Black bordered inscription panel

© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice

Prayer hall portal/windows:

© Arched doorway

© Black bordered inscription panel

© Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice

© Rectangular window with a high pointed lunette (arched panel), interlacing
foliate scrollwork carved in relief
= Dentil border with square corner loops and a circular loop with a

protfruding inferlace knot at the apex
© Round window with dentil border

Condition: Severe damage

Description:

The front portal is in ablag style, alternating black and yellow, its yellow plain flat
door lintel surmounted by a block course with stone and marble inlay featuring
an alternating white and yellow trefoil motif. Above, in between two yellow stone
courses, lies a black course as well as a black-framed inscription panel; all is
crowned by a mugarnas cornice.

The prayer hall facade, built from limestone, comprises a portal and two win-
dows. The doorway with a segmental arch is topped by an inscription panel
and a mugarnas cornice.

Each of the flanking rectangular windows is topped by a pointed lunette carving
with interlacing foliate scrollwork, which is fromed with a dentil border. Above
this, a round window with dentil border.

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Ughulbak Mosque, As-Sa‘idiyya School

Ottoman: Ash-Sha‘baniyya School, Junblat Palace, Ajigbash House
Ghazala House, Our Mother of Reliefs Cathedral, Virgin Mary Cathedral

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

45 | Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Coffeehouse

Facade: Enfrance, facing south
Date: 1063 AH /1653 CE
Architectural elements:
© Entrance/row of rectangular windows in ablag masonry
<© Three superimposed arched middle windows, round top window
Sub elements:
Lower section:
© Row of rectangular grilled windows
© Ablog masonry, black/yellow
= Yellow lintel course
= Course with stone/marble inlay of reciprocal trefoils in black ond yellow/
white
= Black top course
= Top frieze of fleurs-de-lis (stylised flowers) raised in relief
Upper section, middle part:
© Three orched windows crowned with a carved fleur-de-lis (stylised lily
flower)
= Central window with an ornamental arch with openwork trefoils as well
as o pair of incised pinecone roundels above
= Small round window with dentil border (central window)
= Broad vertical borders with carved interlace, geometric repeat pattern,
raised in relief
= Dentil frame mouldings with looped outer corners
Condition: Destroyed
Description:
The street facade’s lower ablaq style section with alternating courses of black
and yellow masonry includes a prominent row of grilled windows. The lintel
course is fopped by three masonry courses of which the lower one is made of
stone and marble inlay with a reciprocal trefoil motif in black and alternating
yellow/white while the upper limestone course features a frieze of fleurs-de-lis
raised in relief, in between a black course.
The central upper section’s three arched windows, of which the middle one is
surmounted by a round window and accentuated with an ornamental arch as
well as pinecone relief roundels, are fromed by broad vertical borders with
geometric interlace raised in relief as well as dentil mouldings.

Similar examples:

Ottoman: Bohram Pasha Bathhouse, Takiyya of Shaykh Abu Bakr, Takiyyo
of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood, Junblat Palace House, Ghazala House,
Rajob Pasha House

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

46 | Ash-Sha‘baniyya School

Facade: Interior courtyard: Entrance of the prayer hall on the south
side, facing north

Date: 1085 AH / 1674 CE
Architectural elements:
© Arched doorway with ablaq in a high shallow niche

© Flonking rectangular ablag windows, masonry slightly projecting from
the wall's surface level, superimposed small arched windows

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

46 | Ash-Sha‘baniyya School

Sub elements:
Portal:
< Arched doorway with ablag frame, yellow/black
- Yellow spandrels (triangular areas)/black border with a circular apex loop
© Yellow cartouche, black border
© Yellow panel with a pair of ornamented roundels, black border
© Top mugarnas (cellwork) frieze
© Broad rectangular border frame with carved ornament bands raised in relief
= Ascending interlaced scroll design with a fleur-de-lis (stylised lily flower) motif (lower frame section)
= Geometric interlace design with a six-fold repeat pattern (upper frame section)
= Dentil border with looped ends
= Engaged colonnettes with interlace band carved in relief
© Upper cornice
Windows:
© Rectangulor grilled window with ablaq frame, yellow/black
= Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white
= Top frieze of fleurs-de-lis (stylised lily flowers), raised in relief
< Small arched window

Condition: Slightly domaged

Description:

The prayer hall facade is constructed in the Mamluk ablag style regarding the doorwoy and two flanking windows.
The doorway is built in a shallow niche, its jambs and segmental arch with voussoirs (stepped edges) made in
ablag masonry, yellow and black, topped by limestone spandrels that are framed by a black band forming a
central circular loop. Further up is a blank cartouche os well as a panel with two ornamented relief roundels, both
fromed by a black band. The entrance niche is capped with a mugarnas frieze and framed with a broad raised
ornamental border carved in relief, as well as a pair of colonnettes with a raised interlace band; around it runs a
dentil border with looped ends and at the top a mugarnas cornice.

The rectangular grilled window has ablag jambs, its sill and lintel o part of the facade’s two yellow string courses.
Above the lintel is a course with joggled stone and marble inlay of wavy slabs in yellow, black and white topped
by another yellow stone course. The masonry is slightly projecting from the wall’s surface level, ending with a
fleur-de-lis frieze raised in relief. There is a superimposed small window, its arch ornamented with incised foliage
at the apex and on the sides.
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Similar examples:

Ottoman: Great Umayyad Mosque, Ajigbash House, Our Mother of Reliefs Cathedral, Forty Martyrs
Cathedral / Zarehian Treasury, Saint Assia al-Hakim Church
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Ottoman period

47 | Khan al-Wazir

Facade: Exterior: Entrance, focing west
Interior courtyard: Entrance, west side

Date: 1093 AH /1682-83 CE

Architectural elements:

© Arched gateway with a pair of rectangular upper floor windows in ablag
masonry (high portal block, front)

© Centrally superimposed small arched pair of windows with six-pointed star
opening (portal front, top section)

© Pair of rectangular upper floor ablag windows in shallow niches, with
superimposed small arched windows flanked by o pair of arched windows,
round middle window (courtyard front, upper floor)

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
0820 -16 /- 14 - 10 yjall
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Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

diilatell &iall

47 | Khan al-Wazir

Sub elements:
Portal front, ground/upper floor:
< Frontal arch with stepped ablag, yellow/black/ white marble keystone
© Pair of flanking relief roundels, feline motif
© Pair of rectangular grilled windows
« Yellow blonk middle cartouche
= Yellow relief roundel, floriate pattern

= Double yellow lintel course/Course with a reciprocal trefoil motif, stone/marble inlay, yellow/white and black/
Black top course

© Broad rectangular border of carved interlace with six-fold geometric repeat pattern raised in relief framing the
ablog section

Portal front, top section:

© Pair of smoll arched windows with a six-pointed star opening in the middle
= Middle panel with six-fold geometric interlace motif carved in relief

= Lunette (arched panel) with interlacing foliate scrollwork carved in relief, framed by a border with protruding star-
rosettes

© Round-arched frame with mugarnas (cellwork)
= Dentil border, with square corner loops and a circular apex loop filled with a protruding interlace knot
Courtyard portal front, upper floor:
© Rectangulor grilled window with ablaq frame, yellow/black/white sill
= Course with o reciprocal trefoil motif, stone/marble inlay, black and yellow/white, topped by a black course of
masonry
= Pair of plaited colonnettes, engaged
<© Small arched window with arrowslit opening
© Mugarnas cornice
< Central small round window with o border frame of inferlaced loops set in a blind double arch window raised in
relief and outlined by a dentil moulding
< Pair of flanking upper windows with ornamental arch and openwork finial
= Broad rectangular border frames of carved interlace, geometric repeat patterns, raised in relief
= Dentil borders with square corner loops
Condition: Slightly damaged
Description:
The monumental khan’s external and internal gate facades are decorated similar to the Khan al-Jumruk, but more prestigious.
There are additional features such as two relief roundels with feline figures on the exterior facade. The interior facade’s
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Similar examples: :dmliva dliai
Windows in shallow niche: zus sk \Dm 5 3ala
Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Utrush Mosque, Ad-Daroj Mosque, Throne Hall of the Citadel, P e 80 Ble

As-Saffahiyyo Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbak, Khan os-Sabun, Khan Qurtbak, Mausoleum Kha'irbak, As-Saidiyya golz dslll § Jiymll 4 )l gale s bY) galz (90l Eale eSSl eelz ‘nSglaa
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Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Ash-Sha‘baniyya School, Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood, Lol azy G el glod) duSl) bl duyall) eyl male ynzdl Ol (gblsh)) zale .-.rulnu:

Rajab Pasho House
Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir
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48 | Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood

Facade: Interior courtyard: Enfrance, midan building on the east side of
the eastern courtyard, focing west

Date: Founded 937 AH /1530-31 CE; rebuilt 1240 AH / 1824-25 AD
Architectural elements:

< Lower row of arched ablag door/rectangular ablog windows, upper
row of arched windows in high shallow niches

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
£20-16/ .2 14 - 10 J)dll
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Ottoman period

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

48 | Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood

Sub elements:
© High vertical niche
= Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
= Pair of plaited colonnettes, engaged
Door/window, central section:
© Doorway with ablag jombs and arch, black/yellow
« Yellow spandrels (friangular areas)
= Course with joggled stone and marble inlay, wavy slabs in yellow, black and white with a white
keystone/Yellow stone course/Black top course
© High arched upper opening
Windows, lateral sections:
© Rectangular grilled window with ablag sill and jambs, black/yellow
= Yellow lintel
= Course with joggled stone and marble inlay, wavy slabs in yellow, black and white with a white
keystone/Yellow stone course/Black top course
© Smalll arched upper window

Condition: Slightly domaged

Description:

The midan facade of the Sufi lounge, completely structured with shallow niches pierced by a central door
and windows, its lower sections made in ablag masonry; both elements are essential features of the local
Mamluk architectural tradition.

The doorway with its yellow and black jambs and segmental arch with voussoirs of stepped edges is surmounted
by yellow limestone spandrels and a course of joggled stonework with wavy slabs in yellow, black and white,
topped by another yellow stone course. In the upper section is a high arched opening, its sill flanked with black
stones. The niche is framed with plaited colonnettes and capped with a mugarnas frieze.

The rectangular grilled windows of the lower section are each with sill and jombs in ablag masonry ond @
plain flat lintel. The ablag masonry courses on top are in analogy to those of the door recess. Superimposed
are arched windows, black masonry courses functioning as windowsills.

820 -16 / - 14 - 10 J)dll

Similar examples:

Windows in shallow niche:

Mamluk: As-Sakakini Mosque, As-Sarawi Mosque, Utrush Mosque, Ad-Daraj Mosque, Throne Hall of
the Citadel, As-Saffahiyya Mosque, Mausoleum Ughulbok, Khan os-Sabun, Khon Qurtbak, Mausoleum
Kha'irbak, As-Sa'idiyya School

Ottoman: At-Tawashi Mosque, Khan al-Jumruk, Ash-Sha'baniyya School, Khan al-Wazir, Rajab Pasha
House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses

ddaulaill guilisllg agull wia dalll alaalg - dlilaiell djiall

and churches

In Ottoman times (922-1336 AH / 1516-1918 CE), the internal facades of the large, stone-
built courtyard houses have similar stone decorations as in the exterior and interior facades
of public and commercial buildings.

Windows set in shallow vertical niches form part of the high building facade, which has been
preserved in the Rojab Pasha palace house (first half of the AH 12th / 18th CE century).
The iwan (open hall) facade of the Junblat Palace (mid AH 10th / 16th CE century) shows
the typical composition, with the exception of the shallow niche; this facade element is fully
implemented in the Mamluk iwan of the Khan Qurtbak originating from a former paloce.

The openings in the courtyord facades from the 17th century are built as rectangular shapes,
in some cases in ablaq style, with yellow lintels and topped by differently shaped carved
lunettes (arched panels), with multi-coloured joggled stonework above the lintel used occa-
sionally. The openings were mostly accompanied by small arched windows.

During the 18th century, the openings successively end in segmental arches instead of flat
lintels, as found in the facades of the Ghazala House. The windows, however, belong to
various phases and styles. As evident from the courtyard focade of the Ajigbash House (mid
AH 12th / 18th CE century), the ornamental openwork carving of the smaller upper windows
has been altered due to the influence of the European-inspired, Ottoman Rococo style.

The facades of the old churches of the Judayda quarter are not visible from the outside.
Interiorly, their decorated portals feature standard elements, which were also used in the
neighbouring houses. Among these churches are even some that had been rebuilt or com-
bined from former houses. Most of them were restored after the riot of 1850.
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
£20-16/ .2 14 - 10 J)dll
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

49 |Junblat Palace buia ynd| 49
Facade: Iwan (open hall) on the south side of the large courtyard, SpaSI ALl eazdl Byhll s (d>g2de dllo) Olsy) imalg
facing north Jleidl olaxsly
Iwan (open hall) on the north side of the large courtyord, facing south gzl olzxily sl ALl Jlosdl Byhll s (doszie dlo) Olsal
Date: 957 AH /1550 CE ¢ 1550 /» 957 :ag)Lill
Architectural elements: :djjlaea ynlic
© Rectangulor oblag door/windows flanking the large iwan (open hall), Alo) ,uSI Olgdl Laile Gle (ZLY asis dlatus J8lgis Wlg] ©
masonry slightly projecting from the wall’s surface level (southern Cgiz) slasl CJ;,J Ssiun 38 Wuld oLl Byl 5,5 (degiite
courtyard) (d=W
© Rectongular windows flanking the small iwan (open hall), ablog facade (dogtin Do) 1SI Olea¥l Liile e (3 sty dldatus 38l ©
(northern courtyard) (AW Ggiz) ozl éla.w Ssiun 35 SB sLl Bylo 3,5
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

820 -16/ .m 14 - 10 gydll
49 | Junblat Palace

Sub elements:
South iwan, lower/upper section:
© Rectangular door/window with superimposed small arched window
= Ablaqg frame, yellow/black, yellow windowsill/lintels
= Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/black/white keystone
© Pointed lunette (arched panel) with carved interlacing floriate scrollwork, slightly raised in relief
= Arch frome with muqgarnas (cellwork)/with additional outer border (lower section), carved in relief
= Broad raised border frame of geometric interlace carved in relief around lunette and superimposed
arched window/Outer dentil border with looped ends (upper section)
© Pairs of flanking relief roundels, geometric design
North iwan:
© Rectangular grilled window, black windowsill/yellow lintel course
= Course with joggled stone inlay as part of the black masonry course above the lintel course, wavy slabs,
yellow/black/white keystone
« Yellow relief roundel, geometric design

Condition: Damaged and looted

Description:

The front facade of the huge south iwan, with a high pointed arch flanked by a door and o window in the lower and a window
in the upper section, superimposed in a vertical line. All are made in ablag masonry, each yellow lintel fopped by a course
with joggled stone inlay, slightly undercut, with wavy slabs in yellow and black and a white marble keystone. Each opening is
surmounted by a high pointed, arch framed lunette carving with inferlocing floriate scrollwork, which is flanked by ornamented
relief roundels. In the upper section, both the lunette panel and the small arched window (originally above each upper window)
are framed with a brood roised border frame of geometric interlace corved in relief and a dentil border with looped ends.
The front facade of the smaller north iwan is entirely made in ablaq masonry, alternating in yellow and black, including the open
staircase. The central arch is flanked by rectangular grilled windows, the lintel courses of which are topped by a course with joggled
stone and marble inlay with wavy slabs and a white keystone as well as, above, o large ornamented relief roundel.

The south iwan of the Junblat Palace is the largest iwan of Aleppo’s traditional architecture. It features the most extensive
multi-coloured painted underglaze tile decoration fo be found in the Ottoman period. In contrast to the late Mamluk iwan
of Khan Qurtbak (attributed to the former Azdamur Palace), the vertically superimposed wall openings are not set in high,
elaborately fromed shallow niches.
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Similar examples:

Mamluk: Khan Qurtbak

Ottoman: Rojab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

50a | Ghazala House (main courtyard, north) (Jladd luuspl aslll) alje au | | 50

Facade: North side of the main courtyard duniSyl) Aol Jleidl B,k tdmalg

Date: Around 1100 AH / End of 17th century CE p 17 0,80 43143 /2 1100 Jls> sad)Lill

Architectural elements: :djjlaeo yolic

© Row of rectangular doors/grilled windows with a continuous yellow OslL byatine iSlgws Olie s go dubatus Jblsiy Llgl oo Cao ©
windowsill/lintel course, central abloqg section and superimposed ol 3alal) 8yhaide igle OlgS (3LY aay 35y s5 a0l
arched windows (ground floor, lower/upper section) i (fsyh;Jlg Glaud! gl

© Row of plain arched windows/central iwan (upper floor) (sl @) &350 Olgal 9 8 axiall 38lgdl e Cho ©

(1
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

50a | Ghazala House (main courtyard, north)

Sub elements:
Ground floor/lower section, centre:
© Pair of doors/rectangular middle window in ablag masonry, alternating in black/yellow, slightly
projecting from the wall’s surface level
= String course with joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs in yellow/black/white, above the lintel
course
= Top frieze of diamond shape fleurs-de-lis (stylised lily flowers) raised in relief
Ground floor/lower section, sides:
© Rectangular doors/windows, above each lintel a lunette (arched panel) with carved interlacing foliate
scrollwork
« Pair of high pointed lunettes (arched panels) with a moulded border of mugarnas (cellwork) facets and
protruding corner rosettes/apex knot, flanking the ablagq section
= Frameless lunettes (arched panels) with a small trefoil finial, flanked by a pair of relief hexagons
Ground floor/upper section:
© Windows with ornamental arch and cruciform openwork trefoil finial composed of individual diomond/
star/trefoil shapes, the outer window pair with a spire-shaped flower
= Middle windows with a broad raised rectangular border frame of carved geometric interlace/a dentil
border with square corner loops

Condition: Damaged

Description:

In the lower central section of the heovily pierced, two-storey facade ore two doors and a grilled middle
window, all rectangular in shape, in yellow and black ablag masonry; they are topped by a plain yellow lintel
course continuing along the facade, a string course with joggled stone inlay with wavy slabs in yellow, black
and white, ond crowned with a frieze of diamond shape fleurs-de-lis raised in relief.

Both adjacent rectangulor windows in the plain facade section are crowned by o high pointed lunette with
carved foliate scrollwork framed by mugarnas elements. The other openings are rectangles surmounted by
lunette carvings that are flanked with relief hexagons featuring geometric and vegetal designs.

In the upper section of the ground floor are smaller windows, most of which end in ornamental arches that
are crowned with openwork finials in the form of a stylised flower composed of single diamond shapes. Cen-
tral windows are accentuated with a broad rectangular border frame raised in relief, featuring an eight-fold
geometric interlace ornament, as well as a dentil border with square corner loops.

820 -16/ - 14 - 10 J)dll

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Ughulbak Mosque, As-Sa'idiyya School

Ottoman: Bohram Pasha Bathhouse, Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Coffeehouse, Khan al-Wazir, Ghazala
House, Rajab Pasha House, Ajigbash House, Our Mother of Reliefs Cathedral, Virgin Mary Cathedral
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches aill guiliallg agull wa dalul alaalg - alilaiell &piall
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50b | Ghazala House (main courtyard, west) (74

(wpf @iyl alyl) &l ay | o 50

Facade: West side of the main courtyard dusdy)l Aol 4,20l ok tdmalg
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Date: 18th century (reconstruction)
Architectural elements:
© Central ablag section of the domed hall (ga‘c) with central arched
entrance door/pair of flanking arched windows and side windows,
arched ablaq door to the right, yellow masonry surface (lower section)
© Centrally superimposed pair of small arched windows with six-pointed
star opening, arched side windows (upper section)
Sub elements:
Lower section, central part:
© Arched door/window row with a tripartite middle part, in ablag
masonry alternating in black/yellow
= Doorsill with flanking black stone blocks/Yellow windowsill course
= Yellow course with arches, joggled voussoirs (wedge-shaped stone
blocks), yellow/black/white marble keystone
= White course with spandrels (friangular areas), black border band
= String course with joggled stone/marble inlay, wavy slabs, yellow/
black/white marble keystones (tripartite middle part)
Upper section, central part:

= Middle panel with geometric interlace, six-fold motif, corved in relief
Condition: Partially destroyed [FTPSPRVART- 1] EN ]|
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Description:

The lower central section features the entrance door and two pairs of lateral
windows in ablag style with segmental arches. A course of multi-coloured
joggled stone and marble inlay runs above its fripartite middle part.

In the upper section, above the door, is a pair of small arched windows and,
in the middle, o relief panel with a carved six-fold geometric interlace motif
surmounted by a small star-shaped opening.
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Similar examples:
Ottoman: Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Coffeehouse, Ghazala House, Saint
Assia al-Hakim Church, Virgin Mary Cathedral
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

50¢ | Ghazala House (main courtyard, east)

Facade: East side of the main courtyard

Date: 19th century (reconstruction)

Architectural elements:

© Row of arched windows and door/rectangulor ablag door to the left (lower
section)

© Row of small arched windows (upper section)

Sub elements:

Lower section:

© Rectangular door with ablaq jambs, plain yellow lintel
« Top frieze of fleurs-de-lis (stylised lily flowers) raised in relief

© Arched door/window row surmounted by lunettes (arched panels) with
carved interlacing floriate scrollwork (central part)/by small relief hexagons
(side windows)
= High pointed frameless lunette panel (arched door)
« Pair of high pointed lunette panel framed with a double row of mugarnas

(cellwork) plates featuring triangular palmette leaves and a protruding
star-rosette af the apex (central window pair)

Frameless lunette (arched windows)
Upper section:
© Windows with an ogee-arch decorated with incised trefoil motifs at the
opex/foliage on either side
* Three arched windows accentuated with an ornamental arch and a
cruciform openwork trefoil finial featuring individual diamond shapes
* Window above the door with an additional rectangular border frome of
carved interlace, eight-fold geometric pattern, raised in relief and dentil
moulding with square corner loops

Condition: Severe damage

Description:

The facade has two rows of windows one above the other, the lower row in-
cluding two doors.

At the outer edge of the lower facade section, a rectangular door with ablag
jambs alternating in black and yellow is found and, above its lintel, a frieze of
stylised fleurs-de-lis raised in relief. The other door and the windows are each
with a segmental arch. The arched door is surmounted with a high pointed
lunette carving, featuring interlacing floriate scrollwork, and two centrally ad-
joining windows are surmounted with a similar lunette carving inside a facetted
double mugarnas frame. The windows in between are surmounted with smaller
lunettes featuring interlacing floriate scrollwork.

The upper section has smaller arched windows, three of which end in o open-
work finial featuring a cruciform trefoil flower formed by single diamond shapes.
The window above the arched entrance door is accentuated with a broad rec-
tangular border frame raised in relief, featuring a carved geometric interlace
ornament, and an outer dentil moulding.

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Ughulbok Mosque, As-Sa‘idiyya School

Ottoman: Bahram Pasha Bathhouse, Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Coffeehouse,
Khan al-Wazir, Ghozala House, Rajab Pasha House, Ajigbash House, Our
Mother of Reliefs Cathedral, Virgin Mary Cathedral

10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE
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51 | Sadir House

Facade: Southwest side of the courtyard
Date: 1123 AH /1711 CE, inscription

Architectural elements:

© Central arched entrance door, rectangular door to the left, with ablag
frames/row of rectangulor windows, continuous yellow windowsill and
lintel courses (lower section)

© Row of windows with polygonal arches (upper section)

Sub elements:
Lower section:
© Arched doorway with ablag frame, black/yellow
© Rectangulor windows, small openings with perforated stone screens below
= Triangular lunette-like stone carving, alternating geometric/foliate scroll
designs, flanked by relief roundels with six-fold geometric designs and
bounded by a continuous chevron band, raised in relief
Upper section:
© Arched windows, triangular/octagonal arch shapes
= Lunette-like (arched) openwork carving with floriate scrolls and incised
endings, raised in relief (above the centrol door)
= Ornamental openwork carvings, alternating six-/eight-fold geometric
designs with incised outer mouldings and foliate/floriate endings (above
the windows)

Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

In the lower section are rectangular windows with a yellow sill and lintel, and
a central arched door with an ablag frame. Each opening is surmounted by a
framed triongular relief carving, raised in relief, featuring geometric and flori-
ate scroll designs in an alternating sequence. Each lunette is flanked with relief
roundels featuring hexagonal motifs.

In the upper section, smaller arched windows are placed in a vertical line above
each opening. The arches are filled or fronted with openwork carvings featuring
various geometric, particularly star-shaped designs; the window above the en-
trance door hos an openwork lunette carving with floriate scrolls raised in relief.
Below part of the lower windows lie stone grilles for ventilation. The openwork
carvings of the upper windows also function as sunshades and decorative
elements.

Similar examples:
Ottoman: Ghazala House, Ajigbash House, Forty Martyrs Cathedral /
Zarehian Treosury
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches
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52 | Rajab Pasha House Liih ) an| 52
Facade: Main, east side of the (former) courtyard dasludl Aol dgzly o uady)l (3,50 Lol timalg

Date: Around 1130 AH /1718 CE
Architectural elements:
< Tripartite middle part with high shallow niches (ground/upper floor)
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< Row of rectangular door/window openings, lower section with ablaq Tole IS L8 oty i) T b 9 o
masonry, smoll superimposed windows to the left (ground floor) - : ) s @Ua)l)”JLMJI o Q,JJ.QLJI God
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10th - 14th century AH / 16th - 20th century CE

Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

52 | Rajab Pasha House

Sub elements:
Lower section:
© Rectangular doors/grilled windows in ablag masonry, black/yellow, yellow lintel course
© Multi-coloured course with joggled stone/marble inlay
= Wavy slabs, black/yellow/white keystone (lateral doors/windows)
= Reciprocal trefoils, stone/marble inlay, black and yellow/white (central window)
© Yellow course/black top course
Central part, ground/upper floor:
© Door/window pair in high shollow triple niches
= Top frieze of carved geometric interlace raised in relief (lateral door/window)
= High pointed lunette (arched panel) with carved floriate scrollwork, framed by a band of small protruding

rosettes/moulded border of muqarnas (cellwork) facets with palmette leaves and protruding corner/apex
rosettes (central window)

© Pair of plaited colonnettes with palmette-leaf mugarnas capitals, engaged (lateral door/window)/
colonnettes with ascending floriate scroll, roised in relief, and mugarnas capitals (central window)

© Mugarnas cornice

© Broad vertical borders/horizontal top border of carved interlace raised in relief, geometric repeat pattern
= Outer dentil moulding

Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

The high courtyard facade is preserved from the former Rajob Pasha mansion.

The ground floor’s lower section is completely made in ablag masonry. The rectangular door and window openings
are framed in ablaq style including a course with multi-coloured joggled inlay, the upper arched windows remain plain.
The door and window openings in the facade’s central part are set inside three shallow niches that are bounded by
pairs of engaged colonnettes, an upper cornice and broad borders of carved geometric interlace raised in relief.
The central window is highlighted by speciol ornomental details. It is crowned by o lunette carving with inferlacing flo-
riate scrollwork containing trefoils; the flanking door and window are surmounted with a panel of geometric interlace
corved in relief.

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Khon Qurtbok

Ottoman: Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Coffeehouse, Takiyya of the Mawlawiyya Brotherhood

Modern: Commerciol Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and
Sadir Building, George Solim and Matilda Shalhat Building
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

53 | Ajigbash House

Facade: North-east side of the courtyard
Date: 1171 AH /1757 CE, inscription

Architectural elements:

© Row of rectangular windows, continuous yellow window sill and lintel
course (lower section)

© Central entrance doors with arched ablag frame, masonry slightly
projecting from the wall’s surface level (lower section)

<& Row of smaller rectangular windows (upper section)/small round
top windows (upper section, north) with a border band of scrolling
palmettes carved in relief, dentil mouldings

Sub elements:

Lower section:

© Segmental arch door with ablaq frome, yellow/black, joggled voussoirs
(wedge-shaped stone blocks)
= Black border band with a circular apex loop
= Top frieze of trefoil/palmette motifs raised in relief

© Rectangular windows, each lintel topped by a differently ornamented
lunette (arched panel) with carved foliate/floriate scroll patterns in
sculptural relief
= Continuous twisted band frame with circular apex loops

Upper section:

© Rectangular windows, each fronted with an openwork lunette carving
at the top
= Sculptural relief ornamentation with scrolls, scrolling foliage and floral

motifs, multifoil endings/a central interlaced knot band motif (above
the doors)

© Round windows
Condition: Severe domage

Description:

The doors are in ablag style with a segmental arch.

The windows are rectangular with a yellow sill and lintel, and above each
lintel lies an ornamental lunette carving. The top part of the upper windows
is fronted by an openwork lunette carving serving as a pierced screen.
The sculpted stone carvings, particularly in the upper section with the strong-
ly designed scrolled foliage, are influenced by the Ottoman Rococo style.

Similar examples:
Ottoman: Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Mosque, Ghozala House, Sadir House,
Saint Assia al-Hokim Church, Virgin Mary Cathedral
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

54 | Our Mother of Reliefs
Armenian Catholic Cathedral

Facade: Entrance facade of the courtyard
Date: 1255 AH /1840 CE, portal inscription
Architectural elements:
© Arched entrance portal with ablag, masonry slightly projecting from
the wall's surface level/flanking row of arched windows
Sub elements:
© Segmental arch doorway with ablaqg jombs, black/yellow/white
= Ornamental voussoirs (wedge-shaped stone blocks), stone/marble
inlay in greyish white/yellow and white/red, black border band
= Plain white spandrels (friangular areas)
© Inscription panel, white/black letters
© Course with joggled stone/marble inlay, yellow/black/white/greyish
white, wavy slabs/black keystone with a white cross symbol
© Black border bands/yellow top course
© High pointed yellow lunette (arched panel) with carved interlacing
floriate scrollwork
= Border band with small protruding rosettes
= Moulded border of muqgarnas (cellwork) facets with pointed palmette-
leaf tops, protruding corner rosettes/apex knot
= Dentil frame moulding with square corner loops and a circular apex
loop filled with an inferlace knot

Condition: Rehabilitated

Description:

The portal is in ablaq style featuring an arch with four-coloured stone and
marble inlay, white marble spandrels, an inscription panel in black and white,
and a four-coloured course of joggled stonework in wavy slabs, its keystone
with a white cross symbol. It is surmounted by a high pointed yellow lunette
carving with floriate scrollwork, framed by muqarnas elements, protruding
rosettes and a dentil frame moulding with a circular apex loop.

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Ughulbak Mosque, As-Sa‘idiyya School

Ottoman: Bohram Pasha Bathhouse, Al-Bahramiyya Mosque, Great
Umayyad Mosque, Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Mosque, Ash-Sha‘'baniyya
School, Takiyya of the Mawlowiyya Brotherhood, Ghazala House, Forty
Martyrs Cathedral / Zarehian Treasury, Saint Assia al-Hokim Church,
Virgin Mary Cathedrall
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55 | Saint Assia al-Hakim Syrian Catholic
Church (former Cathedral)

Facade: Entrance facade of the courtyard
Date: 1268 AH /1852 CE, portal inscription
Architectural elements:
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< Entrance portal with arched ablag doorframe, masonry slightly
projecting from the wall's surface level
Sub elements:
© Segmental arch doorway with ablag frame, yellow/block, joggled
voussoirs (wedge-shaped stone blocks)
= Spandrels (triangular areas) with a multi-coloured geometric pattern of
stone/marble inlay, inlaid outer border
< Inscription cartouche flanked by square panels with multi-coloured
geometric inlay/vertically framed by two horizontal panels with multi-
coloured geometric inlay
© Black border bands/block circular loop above the keystone
© Top frieze of carved floriate scrolling raised in relief
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Condition: Slightly domaoged

Description:
The doorway is in oblaq style with a segmental arch, surmounted by spandrels
as well as three horizontal panels, two with multi-coloured geometric patterns

Ol
of stone and marble inlay and the middle panel with a central inscription Uls sl ke 3ed &5 515 Buke USeio Seul Jas 15 © 1 >
cartouche flanked by square inlaid panels. All are framed with o black band ¢ THe 02 @ R TR YT B
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forming a knot above the keystone with a cross symbol. The top frieze features

a band of ornamental scrolls raised in relief. £l Booiell sl Gyl Byl oo by e Solell il L
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Similar examples:

Ottoman: Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Mosque, Ash-Sha‘baniyya School,
Ghazaola House, Ajigbash House, Our Mother of Reliefs Cathedral,
Forty Martyrs Cathedral / Zarehian Treasury, Virgin Mary Cathedrol
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

56 | Virgin Mary Melkite Greek Catholic
Cathedral

Facade: Entrance facade of the courtyard
Date: 1268 AH /1852 CE, portal inscription
Architectural elements:
© Arched entrance portal with ablag, masonry slightly projecting from the
wall's surface level, flanking arched windows (porch, ground floor)
© Arched windows with centrally superimposed pair of small arched
windows and six-pointed star opening, flanking arched windows with
rectangulor border frames raised in relief (upper floor)
Sub elements:
Portal, ground floor:
© Segmental arch doorway, ablaq frame, yellow/black, wavy joggled
voussoirs (wedge-shaped stone blocks)
= Plain yellow spandrels (triongular areas)
© High pointed lunette (arched panel) with interlacing floriate scrollwork
carved in relief
= Moulded frame of mugarnas (cellwork) facets with palmette leaves
< Inscription panel
Windows, upper floor:
© Three segmental arch windows, grilled (lower section)
© Pair of small arched windows with ornamental arches and openwork
finials (upper section, centre)
= Middle panel with geometric interlace carved in relief
= Six-pointed star opening, fop middle
© Window with ornamental arch and openwork cruciform trefoil finial
(upper section, sides)
= Broad rectangular border frame of carved geometric interlace raised
in relief
= Dentil border with square corner loops
Condition: Restored
Description:
The segmental arch doorway in abloq style is surmounted with a high pointed
and framed lunette with floriate scrollwork carved in relief. Above lies a small
inscription panel.
In the high courtyard focade’s upper section, above the ploin main windows, there
are windows richly ornamented with openwork carvings and geometric interlace
carved in relief. In the centre is a pair of small arched windows surmounted with
a six-pointed star opening.
The facade belonged to a former house which became part of the church complex.

Similar examples:

Ottoman: Khan al-Jumruk, Khan al-Wazir, Ibshir Mustafa Posha Mosque,
Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Coffeehouse, Ghazala House, Ajigbash House, Our
Mother of Reliefs Cathedral, Forty Martyrs Cathedral / Zarehion Treasury,
Saint Assia al-Hakim Church
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Ottoman period - Courtyard facades of traditional houses and churches

57 | Forty Martyrs Armenian Orthodox Cathedral /
Zarehian Treasury (Holy Mother of God Church)

Facade: Enfrance portal of the treasury (church), east side of the
main courtyard

Entrance portal (porch) of the cathedral church, north side of the
main courtyard

Date: 1849 CE (renovation), portal inscription of the treasury
(church, before 1429 CE)
1869 CE, cathedral church (1491 CE)

Architectural elements:
© Ablag entrance portal, masonry slightly projecting from the wall's
surface level (treasury/church)

© Arched entrance portal with ablag, masonry slightly projecting from
the wall's surface level (cathedral church)

Sub elements:
© Segmental arch doorway, ablaq frame with stepped arch, black/
yellow/white marble keystone
< Inscription panel, white marble
= Square panels with stone and marble inlay, geometric pattern and
squares in yellow and white/a block circle (on three sides of the
inscription, treasury/church)
= Square panels with stone and marble inlay, geometric pattern in
black, yellow, white and red (on two sides of the inscription, cathedral
church)
= Black border bands (treasury/church)

- Top frieze of palmette leaves raised in relief (treasury/church)/Square
top panel with a carved rosette (cathedral church)

Condition: Restored

Description:

Both portals are decorated with alternating black and yellow ablag masonry
and multi-coloured square panels with geometric stone and marble inlays.
Their segmental arches feature white marble keystones that are surmounted
by white panels with Armenian inscriptions.

The higher portal of the Zarehian Treasury, the former Armenion Church
of the Mother of God, features square ornamental panels with various ge-
ometric designs including a black circle in between black horizontal borders
and ends with a frieze of palmette leaves raised in relief.

The rounded portal of the Forty Martyrs Cathedral features panels also
containing red marble, it is crowned by a rosette panel carved in relief; all
panels are bordered with black bands.

Similar examples:

Ottoman: Ibshir Mustafa Pasha Mosque, Ash-Sha'baniyya School, Our
Mother of Reliefs Cathedral, Saint Assia al-Hakim Church, Virgin Mary
Cathedral
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Modern times - Street facades with arched entrance recess /

windows in shallow niches (20th century)

Aleppo’s modern building facades during the French Mandate (1920) and after the foun-
dation of the Syrion Arab Republic (1946) show, among others, a trend towards traditional
features and elements that reach far back into the past and the local built heritage.

One especially remarkable detail is the combination of windows set in shallow vertical nich-
es with various carved stone decorations, for example muqarnas or geometric interlace,
implemented in commercial and residential buildings both inside the old city and the new
town quarters.
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58 | Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1

Facade: Entronce, facing north
Date: First half of 20th century

Architectural elements:
© High central portal section with arched recess and arched doorway/
rectangular double window (ground/upper floor, central section)
© Rectangular ground floor/arched upper floor windows (lateral sections,
centre)
© Flanking rectangular ground/upper floor windows in a high shallow
niche (lateral sections, sides)
Sub elements:
Portal:
© Frontal arch
= Spandrels (friangular area) with a pair of protruding rosettes
© Rectangular double window
= Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
= Broad border band with geometric interlace carved in relief
Main windows, lateral sections:
© Long wide rectangular ground floor/arched upper floor window flanked
by smoall relief hexagons
Recessed windows, lateral sections:
© Long rectangular ground floor/short rectangular upper floor window
= Horizontal panel with o geometric pattern carved in relief (spandrel areas)
= Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
Condition: Slightly domaged
Description:
A modern implementation of rectangular and arched windows, flat niches
with mugarnas cornices, carved stone panels, protruding rosettes, and a
broad border with carved geometric interlace framing the prominent portal
window (with an inscription panel) on a commercial building.
This limestone facade represents a modern implementation of design el-
ements of traditional Aleppine architecture. Among others, flat window
niches, whose origins date back to the latter part of the 14th century, are
continued. Colourful contrasting accents like ablag masonry or stone and
marble inlay are missing.

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Khan Qurtbak, Khan as-Sabun

Ottoman: Junblat Palace, Rajob Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8, Shalhat and Sadir
Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building
in as-Sabil neighbourhood

20th century
20 ygyall
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Modern times - Street facades with arched entrance recess / windows in shallow niches

59 | Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 8

Facade: Entrance, facing north

Date: First half of 20th century

Architectural elements:

© Projecting portal section with a deep arched recess, rectangular
doorway and arched upper floor window (central section, centre)

© Flanking rectangular ground floor/arched upper floor windows (central
section, sides)

© High shallow niches with rectangular ground/upper floor windows
(loteral sections)

Sub elements:

Portal:

© High frontal arch
= Moulded outer frame with ribbon decoration
« Engaged colonnettes
= Spandrels (triangular areas) with decorative carving

© Staircase

© Rectangulor door

© Arched upper window opening
= Balcony with blind arcade decoration and a black/gold emblem

© Flanking pair of rectangulor recessed ground floor windows/small
arched upper floor windows
= Upper panel, slightly recessed, with a carved motif (arched windows)

© Moulded top frame with horizontal middle panel

Recessed windows, lateral sections:

< Pair of wide shallow niches with mugarnas (cellwork) cornices
= Pair of slightly recessed rectangular ground/upper floor windows
= Horizontal panels with a geometric grid pattern carved in relief (below

the upper window)
Condition: Slightly damaged

Description:

The projecting middle section of the bank building with its high arched en-
trance recess recalls a traditional portal structure. The flanking window pairs
include a typical small arched upper window.

The lateral building sections contain pairs of rectangular windows in high ond
flat niches accompanied by horizontal panels with a simple geometric grid
pattern carved in relief. This narrow, vertical window strip is set in another,
wider niche capped with a mugarnas frieze.

The elegant facade features other decorative details derived from the past;
stylistically, they seem to be inspired by the European Art Deco.

20th century

Similar examples:

Mamluk: Khon Qurtbak

Ottoman: Junblat Palace, Rajab Pasha House

Modern: Commercial Bank of Syria Branch No. 1, Shalhat and Sadir
Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential building
in as-Sabil neighbourhood
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60 | Shalhat and Sadir Residential Building

Facade: Street facade

Date: First half of 20th century

Architectural elements:

© Middle section with projecting balconies

< Pairs of lower rectangular/arched upper windows in shallow niches
(lower floors, lateral sections)

© Arched triple windows (upper floors, lateral sections)

Sub elements:

© Balcony parapets with series of four blind arches (middle section)

Windows, lateral sections:

© Four pairs of large ground/first floor windows in high shallow niches
with moulded frames
= Main windows with high lunettes, horizontal panels with a series of

four blind arches below the windowsills (first floor)

© Four pairs of shorter triple windows on the second/top floor, horizontal
panels with blank ovals below the windowsills

© Wooden shutters (lower rectangular plus upper rectangular-shaped/
arched lunette shutters)

Condition: -

Description:

Another modern implementation of windows in flat niches on a residential

building. The main windows on the first floor are accentuated by specific
details and surmounted with shorter triple windows.

20th century

Similar examples:
Modern: George Salim and Matilda Shalhat Building, Residential
building in as-Sobil neighbourhood
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61 | George Salim and Matilda Shalhat
Residential Building

Facade: Street facade
Date: First half of 20th century

Architectural elements:

© Projecting high middle section with a pair of rectangular/arched double
windows in an arched shallow niche (raised ground floor/first floor)
© Rectongulor triple windows (top floor)
© Flanking shallow niches with rectangular ground/upper floor windows,
rectangular top floor windows (lateral sections)
Sub elements:
Windows, central section:
< Shallow niche with horseshoe arch over two floors
= Pair of engaged columns
© Rectangular/pointed arch double window, ground/first floor
= Three engaged colonnettes
© Wide rectangular triple window, top floor
= Four engaged colonnettes
= Mugarnas (cellwork) lintel frieze
Windows, lateral sections:
© Pair of shallow niches over two floors
« Rectangular ground/first floor windows
= Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice
Windows central/lateral sections:
© Spandrel areas with incised line ornaments
© Decorative horizontal panels below the windowsills, slightly recessed
Condition: -
Description:
A historicising facade of a residential building with a central projection, which
is dominated by a horseshoe arch with double arch window and a pair of
engoged, slightly tapered columns stretching over two floors.
Also, a modern implementation of rectangular windows in flat niches with
mugornas cornices. Apart from the three window niches of the lower floors,
the individual rectangular top floor windows have characteristics closely
resembling those of traditional niches.

Similar examples:

Modern: Shalhat and Sadir Building, Residential building in as-Sabil
neighbourhood

20th century
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20th century
20 ygyall

Modern times - Street facades with arched entrance recess / windows in shallow niches
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62 | Residential building in as-Sabil neighbourhood (136,

Facade: Street focade

Date: First half of 20th century

Architectural elements:

© Projecting high middle section with two pairs of rectangular/arched
double windows in shallow niches (first/second floor)

© Flanking rectangular windows with projecting balconies (first/second
floor, lateral sections)

Sub elements:

© Pair of shallow niches over two floors Ouinlb dluiel e 330l Cuploedl (o 93 ©

o) B9us sl B3gne §y5] 9 diatun BlgS ©

= Rectangular/horseshoe arch double window
= Three engaged colonnettes with mugarnas (cellwork) capitals

= Mugarnas (cellwork) cornice Ola,be b @
Condition: - - zdllall
Description: sangll
A modern implementation of windows in flat niches with colonnettes ond iy domode Buns g golie s Olyme (aud dblsill Cous plusial
mugarnas cornices on a residential building. The elevation follows an old- S sl dgals Lo aiyie
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er arrangement of room facades in Ottoman courtyard houses where an
arched (smaller) window is located on top of the rectangular main window.
Small double arch windows used to serve as a popular eye-catcher for the
top floor of Ottoman courtyard as well as street facades.

:daglitg aliai
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Similar examples:

Modern: Shalhat and Sadir Building, George Salim and Matilda Shalhat
Building
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